
Environmental Procurement Policy

Draft
Our Vision

Leicestershire County Council will be one of the best performing Councils in England on environmental issues (Environment Strategy 2009-20).

Through our leadership and innovation we will ensure that the real long-term benefits of sustainable commissioning and procurement are generated for the people of Leicestershire (Sustainable Commissioning & Procurement Strategy 2009-13).

In order to fulfil this vision it is imperative that we receive assistance from our suppliers.
Our policy
Our policy is to procure goods, works and services in an environmentally responsible manner whilst satisfying service requirements, securing value for money and complying with procurement law. This policy will help us to conserve non-renewable natural resources, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, waste and pollution, and conserve and enhance biodiversity and habitats. 

We will work to promote this policy to suppliers and their supply chains using a range of channels, including the procurement process and contract management.

To achieve the aims of this policy, we will:

· On an ongoing basis, set minimum environmental standards for procurement, where they represent value for money (details of our Minimum Buying Standards (MBSs) are available on our website);
· Use our Procurement Environmental Implications Tool (PEIT), which establishes the  environmental significance of required goods, works or services and provides guidance on how environmental factors may be accounted for in the procurement process and ultimate contract;

· Employ a whole life costing approach, including environmental costs, to secure value for money, where appropriate; 

· Gather and analyse environmental performance management information from key suppliers; for example, relating to carbon emissions and waste management;
· Work with our suppliers to improve their environmental performance and that of their supply chains;
· Develop and monitor Key Performance Indicators for environmental procurement and use them to drive continuous improvement.
For more information on this policy and its implementation please contact the Corporate Procurement Unit (0116 305????, email address)).
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