Foreword

This resource directory has been produced by Leicestershire County Council through the Leicestershire Sustainable Education Network.  The Network was set up in 1998 and is made up of 43 members from local service providers, offering educational resources in the environmental field.  The aim of the directory is to assist teachers in the delivery of environmental and sustainable education, which is now an increasing feature of the National Curriculum, particularly in the subject areas of; science, citizenship, Information Communication Technology (ICT), History, RE and geography.  We hope that the directory will provide further support to teachers and students in approaching this vital and fascinating subject.

I hope you take the time to read this directory and make use of the valuable contacts both local and national.
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Cabinet Lead Member, Sustainable Development

Mr E White, CC.

Introduction

Each organisation that has submitted an entry in the directory is keen to support teachers in many ways and I would encourage you to call those that interest you in order to build a relationship with them. 

This directory is also available on the Leicestershire County Council website and can be downloaded as a document where you will also find current information on environmental education in Leicestershire and links to useful websites.

The Eco-schools programme, promoted in the UK by Encams is a European wide project that works to decrease schools impact on the environment. It enables the whole school (pupils, teachers, governers and non-teaching staff) to integrate environmental issues into the running of the school. Leicestershire County Council in conjunction with Environ and the District Council’s supports Eco-schools in Leicestershire. At the back of this directory you will find case studies from Eco-Schools in the County. They are very good examples of simple steps schools can take to make their school more environmentally friendly. If you feel inspired after reading these case studies and want to find out more, visit the Eco-Schools website at www.eco-schools.org.uk, write to them at Eco-Schools, Encams, Elizabeth House, The Pier, Wigan, WN3 4EX or contact the Environmental Action Team at Leicestershire County Council, Tel. 0116 265 7332.

Eco Schools 

What is the Eco Schools Award Scheme?

Eco Schools is a Europe-wide scheme and encourages the whole school: 

“To move from environmental awareness in the curriculum to

environmental action in the school and wider community”. Eco Schools is very much pupil led and enables children to make important decisions about the impact that their school has on the environment.

Many teachers and staff want to encourage their pupils to be more environmentally aware but are unsure how to go about it. The Eco-Schools Award provides a structured approach to environmental action. Many schools have mentioned how important it is to have someone external educating their pupils about the environment. 

The award

There are 3 awards that schools working on the scheme can aim for;

Bronze 

Silver

Green Flag.

The Bronze and Silver awards are self assessed and can be applied for on-line. The Green Flag is awarded after completion of a report and an assessment visit by Encams (Environmental Campaigns is the charity which runs the Keep Britain Tidy campaign).

Two years after the Green Flag has been awarded, schools are assessed again and re-awarded the flag if they show continuous improvement. Several Leicestershire schools have managed this prestigious achievement.

Seven Essential elements

There are seven essential elements to the Eco Schools award;

The Eco-Committee

A group of pupils who lead the project in school. Ideally, this should be made up of at least one pupil per class and formal minuted meetings should be held once per term. Meetings can be held more often for practical actions. Adult representatives such as the Eco Schools Co-ordinator, Premises Managers and Governors are also really useful Eco-Committee members.

The environmental review

An environmental audit of the school provides information on the school’s impact on the environment. The Eco-Schools website provides a useful checklist to help you carry this out.

The action plan

A list of actions is drawn up from the results of the environmental review to provide a timetabled series of actions.

Monitoring action and evaluating progress

This is to provide quantifiable results from the project and could include water and electricity meter readings which demonstrate savings. Some schools weigh the amount of litter or recycling that they have collected.

Linking to the curriculum

Once schools have registered (without commitment) with Eco Schools, they are sent a curriculum-linked handbook. Eco Schools’ activities fit very well into all aspects of the National Curriculum.

Involving the whole school and wider community

Eco Schools has an emphasis on whole school participation. This can be achieved by awareness - raising assemblies, articles in school newsletters, and an Eco Schools notice board. The wider community can be involved through days of action, community newsletters and information evenings.

The Eco-code.

The Eco-Code is your mission statement. It should demonstrate, in a clear and imaginative way, your school's commitment to improving its environmental performance. Everyone in school should have an opportunity to have an input. There is an example of a school’s Eco code in the Hill Top Primary case study.

Themes

Eco-Schools is based around themes to help schools focus on particular environmental issues. The contacts in this booklet have been divided into those themes to reflect how Eco-Schools work is carried out. These are:- Energy, Healthy Living, Litter, School Grounds, Transport, Waste Minimisation and Water.

GENERAL ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CONTACTS:-

Aberglaslyn Hall

Aberglaslyn Hall is owned by Leicestershire Education Authority. Situated within Snowdonia National Park, the centre can be used for field study courses for subjects such as: Environmental Studies, Biology, Geography and Coastal Studies.

Contact: Head of Centre

Outdoor Education Centre, Aberglaslyn

Leicestershire Residential Service

Beaumanor Hall

Woodhouse

Leicestershire

LE12 8TX

Tel. 01509 890 119

E-mail: aberglaslyn@beaumanor.rmplc
Website: www.leics.gov.uk/education/residential_services
Beaumanor Park Education Centre

A wide range of activities are available and a programme can be tailored to suit numbers and ages of children. Activities available include: pond dipping, tree trail, woodland experience, environmental and nature games, mini beast hunts.

Contact: Education Manager

Beaumanor Park Education Centre

Leicestershire Residential Service

Woodhouse

Leicestershire

LE12 8TX

Tel. 01509 890 119

E-mail: park@beaumanor.rmplc.co.uk
Website: www.leics.gov.uk/education/residential_services
Brocks Hill Environmental Centre

Brocks Hill Environment Centre has been built specifically to promote education in the areas of energy and sustainable development. Wherever possible the building has been constructed from re-cycled materials that have been sourced locally.

Contact: Ranger

Brocks Hill Environment Centre

Washbrook Lane

Oadby

Leicestershire

LE2 5JJ

Tel. 0116 271 4514

E-mail: brockshill@oadby-wigston.gov.uk
Centre for Alternative Technology (CAT)

Various teaching resources, factsheets and kits, including a pack for groups intending to visit and resources for pupils. Catalogue and leaflet available on education service.

Contact: Education Officer

Centre for Alternative Technology (CAT)

Machynlleth

Powys

Wales

SY20 9AZ

Tel: 01654 705 983

E-mail: education@cat.org.uk
Website: www.cat.org.uk
CONKERS

The hands on experience at the Heart of the National Forest. Experienced staff offer a wide range of curriculum based educational programmes and activity sheets for indoor and outdoor studies. 120 acres, woodland trails, interactive exhibits, adventure playground, assault course, train ride and educational facilities.

Contact: Senior Education Ranger

CONKERS

Rawdon Road

Moira

Swadlincote

Derbyshire

DE12 6GA

Tel: 01283 213 731

Website: www.visitconkers.com
Council for Environmental Education (CEE)

CEE provides a national focus for environmental and sustainable development education in England. It is a national charity, founded in 1968, which is governed by its members – 74 national organisations with a shared belief in the value of education for sustainable development.

Contact: CEE

94 London Street

Reading

RG1 4SJ

Tel: 0118 950 2550

E-mail: enquiries@cee.org.uk
Website: www.cee.org.uk
Earth Centre

The Earth Centre is a unique educational resource whose mission is to inspire understanding of sustainable development and to help people become involved in the process of achieving it in their own lives and for the world.

Contact: The Education Team

The Earth Centre

Denaby Main

Doncaster

DN12 4EA

Tel: 01709 512 000

E-mail: info@earthcentre.org.uk
Website: www.earthcentre.org.uk
Eco House

The Eco House, an environmental show home, contains some of the latest thinking in presentation, with audio visual introduction and touch screens in every room. Guided tours are available by arrangement and a meeting room can be used by schools. Fully accessible for disabled/elderly visitors.

Contact: Eco House Manager

Eco House

Western Park

Hinckley Road

Leicester

LE3 6HX

Tel: 0116 254 5489

Website: www.environ.org.uk
Eco Schools

Eco Schools is an international environmental programme for schools. It provides a framework within which children are empowered as citizens to take responsibility for the school environment.

Contact: ENCAMS

Eco-Schools

Elizabeth House

The Pier

Wigan

WN3 4EX

Tel: 01942 612 621

E-mail: enquiries@encams.org
Website: www.eco-schools.org.uk
Environ

Based at Western Park where the Eco House is a flagship project, Environ’s Education Team promotes Sustainable Development within the community through a mixture of schools activities and presentations. Schools work is particularly focused on Eco-schools and EMAS.

Contact: Senior Education Officer

Environ

Western Park

Hinckley Road

Leicester

LE3 6HX

Tel. 0116 222 0 237

Website: www.environ.org.uk
Environment Agency

The Environment Agency is the leading public body for protecting and improving the environment in England and Wales. 

It’s our job to make sure that air, land and water are looked after by everyone in today’s society, so that tomorrow’s generation inherits a cleaner, healthier world.

Our work includes tackling flooding and pollution incidents reducing industry’s impact on the environment, cleaning up rivers, coastal waters and contaminated land, and improving wildlife habitats.

The website has facts and figures about the environment covering air, water, land, climate, wildlife, pollution, people and lifestyles, impact of business and industry, how we use resources and waste.

Contact:- Principle Officer

External Relations

Sapphire East

550, Streetsbrook Road

Solihull

West Midlands

B91 1QT

Tel. 0121 711 2324

Website: www.environment-agency.gov.uk
Environmental Network

Environmental Network works with schools and businesses looking at ways to reduce their environmental impact at school, work and home. We also link schools to farms for visits and to learn about healthy eating and where food comes from. A team of volunteers is working towards restoring a Victorian Greenhouse and garden for community events and training.

Contact: Project Co-ordinator

Environmental Network

John Storer House

Wards End

Loughborough

Leicestershire

LE11 3HA

Tel. 01509 219 531

E-mail: action@enviro4change.freeserve.co.uk
Family Learning - Leicestershire County Council

Families learning together in an informal setting using activities to learn new skills, acquire knowledge and develop new interests and providing opportunities for quality family time. 

Contact: Family Learning Co-ordinator

Leicestershire County Council

County Hall

Glenfield

Leicestershire

LE3 8RJ

Tel. 0116 265 6500

E-mail: CommunityEd@leics.gov.uk
Website: www.leics.gov.uk/education/youth_community/adulted/famlearn.htm
The Country Trust

The Country Trust is a registered charity, the prime purpose of which is to arrange day-long visits for classes of inner city primary school children (minimum age 8 years) to farms and rural estates so that those children can learn learn something about primary food production and the countryside by being able to see, hear, touch and smell. A member of Country Trust staff or a Country Trust trained volunteer will be in attendance throughout the visit and will act as the liaison between the teacher and the host farmer or landowner. The Country Trust can often assist with the cost of coach hire for these visits.

The Open Museum

The Open Museum section of Leicestershire Heritage Services provides museum collections, art and touring displays for non-museum venues, community groups and schools.

We have a large selection of natural history specimens in the ‘Resource Box’ collection that can be used to inform discussions and teaching sessions about the natural environment, habitats and wildlife.  

The ‘Moving Objects’ displays include ‘What a Waste’ a display about re-cycling throughout history and current issues, and ‘Nature Observed’ an educational resource exploring wildlife in the British countryside and at the coast.

Contact: The Open Museum Keeper

Leicestershire County Council

Heritage Services

Suite 4

Bridge Park Plaza

Bridge Park Road

Thurmaston

Leicester

LE4 8BL

Tel: 0116 264 5815

E-mail: museums@leics.gov.uk
Charnwood Borough Council

The Environmental Coordinators at Charnwood Borough Council work across the Borough promoting and educating residents on environmental issues. They coordinate the Eco-schools programme for the Charnwood area. The Recycling Team and Charnwood Wildlife also provide support to local schools ranging from one off assemblies to practical hands on sessions in the school grounds.

For further information please contact the Environmental Coordinators at policy.unit@charnwoodbc.gov.uk or by phoning 01509 634504.

Contact: Environmental Co-ordinator - Policy Unit

Tel. 01509 263 901

E-mail: policy.unit@charnwoodbc.gov.uk
Website: www.bettercharnwood.org.uk
Harborough District Council

Harborough District Council supports Eco-schools in association with the County Council, which is starting to prove quite popular within the District.

Schools can also take advantage of a wide range of interesting worksheets and activity programmes developed through Local Agenda 21 initiatives.

Contact: Community Strategies Co-ordinator

Tel. 01858 821 176

Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council are involved in a number of different environmental activities and projects within the borough. Council officers can provide support and advice to schools wishing to carry out environmental projects in their school and surrounding area. The borough council also runs a small environmental grant scheme which is open to schools. For information about the work of the council, support and assistance from officers and information regarding the environmental grant scheme please contact us on the number below.

Contact: Environmental Co-ordinator, Chief Executives Department

Tel. 01455 255 740

Leicestershire County Council

The Environmental Action Team at Leicestershire County Council are involved in a number of environmental projects across Leicestershire. They also co-ordinate the Eco-schools programme in Leicestershire and can give advice and support on developing environmental projects in schools. For further information on environmental issues around the County and to find out more about Eco-schools please contact us at the details below.

Contact: Environmental Action Team


Environmental Management – Community Services Dept

Tel. 0116 265 7332/7242
Melton Borough Council

Melton Borough Council will wherever possible provide advice and support to

environmental projects within the Borough.

Contact: Policy Officer – Community

Tel. 01664 502 395

Oadby and Wigston Borough Council

Oadby and Wigston Borough Council will provide support, advice and information on the Community Plan and Sustainable Development issues to environmental projects within the Borough.

Contact: Head of Community and Cultural Development

Tel. 0116 257 2610

E-mail: ccd@oadby-wigston.gov.uk
ENERGY CONTACTS:-

CREATE

Create is the leading organisation for promoting and co-ordinating energy education and school energy management. Create offers schools free: Curriculum support, Energy service, Newsletter, Energy management advice and Teacher training on energy matters.

Contact: CREATE

Kenley House

25 Bridgman Terrace

Wigan

WN1 1TD

Tel: 01942 322 271

E-mail: info@create.org.uk
Website: www.create.org.uk
Leicestershire and Northamptonshire Energy Efficiency Advice Centre

The Leicestershire and Northamptonshire Energy Efficiency Advice Centre provides advice and information about all aspects of energy use. Energy education resource packs and materials, which include a drama project, are available from the centre. Staff are available to attend outside events and fetes. We are also happy to help out with community projects working on renewable and energy efficiency projects.

Contact: Energy Efficiency Advisor

2-4 Market Place South

Leicester

LE1 5HB

Tel. 0800 512 012

Website. www.energy-advice.co.uk
Leicestershire County Council – Energy Officer

Impartial advice is available to all County Council establishments to assist in maximising energy efficiency and minimising adverse environmental impact. Assistance includes:- practical technical advise, monitoring and reviewing energy/water consumption and costs; site energy surveys; benchmarking; energy is being supplied at competitive rates etc.

Contact: Resources Engineer




Property Services – Resources Dept

County Hall

Tel. 0116 265 6896

Melton Eco Centre

The Eco Centre itself is a large room with renewable energy sources, comprising of an I.T. area, a classroom and a lab. There is also a large pond and a small woodland area, for work outside the classroom.

Contact: Co-ordinator

Melton Eco Centre

King Edward VII

Burton Road

Melton Mowbray

Leicestershire

Tel: 01664 851 010

E-mail: staffpd@ke7.org.uk

Website:

www.ke7.org.uk/ecoweb
HEALTHY LIVING CONTACTS:-

Healthy Schools Programme 

The Healthy Schools Programme supports schools in working towards achieving accreditation for the National Healthy Schools Standard. The aim of the Standard is to help schools in their efforts to be healthy, safe and happy places to learn by enabling pupils to do their best and build on their achievements.

We know that children and young people are able to do their best at school when all their needs – physical, social, emotional and academic are met and an environment conducive to learning is provided.

Contact: The Healthy Schools Programme Manager

The Healthy Schools Programme Team

Education Department

Leicestershire County Council

Quorn House

Coalville Business Park

Jackson Street

Coalville

Leicestershire

LE67 3NR

Tel. 01530 278 127

Website. www.leics.gov.uk/education/healthy-schools/
Leicestershire Food Links

Leicestershire Food Links aims to put local food producers in touch with local consumers helping Leicestershire residents to buy fresh food and cut down on pollution as their food has travelled less distance to reach them.

Leicestershire Food Links is involved in a number of projects to raise the profile of local food including managing farmers markets and helping local pubs and restaurants to source local produce.

The Grow, Cook and Eat Leicestershire project targeted at primary schools will help pupils find out about locally grown food and encourage them to visit farmers markets and farms. Support for teachers includes an Education Pack and sources of other curriculum materials.

Contact: Farmers Market Co-ordinator

PO Box 7066

Hinckley

Leicestershire

LE10 1WD

Tel: 01530 261 379

Website: www.leicestershirefoodlinks.org.uk
LITTER CONTACTS:-

All Borough and District Councils have a responsibility to clear litter from streets and highways.

To find out more about litter collection in your area contact your local council’s Waste Management Team. Contact details can be found on page x.

ENCAMS

ENCAMS stands for ‘’Environmental Campaigns’’ and is the environmental charity which runs the Keep Britain Tidy campaign.  ENCAMS aims to achieve litter free and sustainable environments by working with community groups, local authorities, businesses and other partners.  ENCAMS also help to improve local environments by changing the attitudes and behaviour of the general public through national campaigns.

ENCAMS is part funded by Government, through Defra (Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs), The Scottish Executive, The National Assembly for Wales and The Environment and Heritage Service (Northern Ireland).  Other funding is received through private sector backing or by grant-giving bodies.

Contact: ENCAMS

Elizabeth House

The Pier

Wigan

WN3 4EX 

Tel. 01942 612 639

E-mail: enquiries@encams.org
Website: www.encams.org
SCHOOL GROUNDS/WILDLIFE/ANIMALS CONACTS:-

BTCV

BTCV is the County’s leading organisation enabling volunteers from all sections of the community to take practical environmental action in towns and in the countryside.

Contact: Project Officer

BTCV

C/O The National Forest Company

Bath Lane

Moira

Swadlincote

Derbyshire

DE12 6BD

Tel: 01283 229 096

E-mail: leicestershire@btcv.rg.uk
Website: www.btcv.org.uk
Client and Technical Support (C.T.S) - Leicestershire County Council

Client and Technical Support can provide the following help to schools wanting to carry out practical work in their school grounds:- drawing up plans for wildlife areas; installation of wildlife ponds and dipping platforms; installation of fences; installation of footpaths within wildlife areas; tree, shrub, whip, hedgerow planting; turfing; wildflower meadow planting; clearing overgrown areas and subsequent regeneration work.

Contact: Client Support Officer – School Grounds

Client and Technical Support

Leicestershire County Council

Abington House

Station Road

Wigston Magna

Leicestershire

LE18 2DP

Tel. 0116 288 5238

Country Parks - Leicestershire County Council

Leicestershire County Council’s Country Parks Service manages over 500ha of countryside for recreation and conservation. There are six main sites which include Beacon Hill, Watermead, Bosworth Battlefield, Market Bosworth Park and Foxton Locks. The Rangers organise a wide variety of events for school children and adults to find out more about their local environment either on guided walks, have a go days, schools events or by carrying out practical conservation tasks.

Contact: Country Parks Administrative Assistant

Community Services

County Hall

Glenfield
Leicester

LE3 8TE

Tel: 0116 265 6918
Cropston Reservoir

The Education Centre at Cropston is operated by Severn Trent Water Ltd. It is sited next to a water treatment works and reservoir, with access to woodland and ponds. Managed by a qualified teacher, the centre offers an exciting range of first hand experiences for visiting classes (KS1-KS4) at no cost to schools.

Contact: Education Officer

Severn Trent Water Ltd

Cropston Education Centre

Bradgate Road

Cropston

Leicestershire

LE7 7GB

Tel: 0116 235 2014

E-mail: cropston.education@severntrent.co.uk
Website: www.stwater.co.uk
Farming and Countryside Education (FACE)

“Promoting learning about food and farming in a living countryside”. FACE supports teachers by providing easy access to teaching resources, farm profiles, photo libraries, fact sheets, global issues, lists of farms to visit, health and safety information and much more via our web site.

FACE also provides programmes for gifted and talented pupils, enterprise challenges, curriculum development projects, teachers seminars and regional support through its team of education co-ordinators.

Contact: East Midlands Education Co-ordinator

FACE

National Agricultural  Centre

Stoneleigh Park

Warwickshire

CV8 2LZ

Tel: 01298 872 884

E-mail: face@rase.org.uk
Website: www.face-online.org.uk
Gorse Hill City Farm

A family friendly community farm open to all. Touch and feed the animals, join in workshops, enjoy the playgrounds, relax in the garden, picnic or eat in the café. Education facilities for schools and groups.

Contact: Farm Manager or Marketer

Gorse Hill City Farm

Anstey Lane (next to English Martyrs School)

Leicester

LE4 0FJ

Tel. 0116 253 7582

E-mail: gorsehillcityfarm@ukonline.co.uk
Website: www.gorsehillcityfarm.co.uk
Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust

The largest non-governmental organisation dedicated to nature conservation in Leicestershire and Rutland and one of 47 Wildlife Trusts operating throughout the UK.

Contact: Conservation Officer

Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust

Brocks Hill Environment Centre

Washbrook Lane

Oadby

Leicester

LE2 5JJ

Tel: 0116 272 0444

E-mail: info@lrwt.org.uk
Website: www.lrwt.org.uk
Leicestershire Wildlife Hospital

It was in 1994 that the Leicestershire Wildlife Hospital was born. The Hospital now takes more than 1,600 patients a year, caring for them, feeding them, nursing them, then releasing them back into the wild once they recovered.

Contact: Manager

Leicestershire Wildlife Hospital

12 Rookery Close

Kibworth Beauchamp

Leicestershire

LE8 0SD

Tel. 0116 279 3789

Website: www.leicestershirewildlifehospital.org
National Forest Company

The National Forest Educational Visits guide is available to organisers of school trips. The guide consists of three sections:-

· Attractions

· Woodland Sites

· Useful Information

Contact: National Forest Company

Enterprise Glade

Bath Lane

Moira

Swadlincote

Derbyshire

Tel. 01283 551 211

Website: www.nationalforest.org
Rosliston Forestry Centre

154 acres of newly planted woodland, meadows and ponds, trails and a wildlife hide. The visitor centre includes an information area, classroom, tea room and craft shops. Educational rangers available. Sessions are mainly directed at Key Stage 1 and 2 but most can be adapted for Key Stage 3 and 4 pupils. Special projects can be arranged for other groups. Bird of prey sessions available, main curriculum links include – science, geography, art, design and english.

Contact: Education Officer

Rosliston Forestry Centre

Burton Road

Rosliston

Swadlincote

Derbyshire

DE12 8JX

Tel: 01283 535 039

E-mail: rosliston@south-derbys.gov.uk
Website: www.south-derbys.gov.uk/rosliston
RSPCA

The RSPCA aims to promote kindness and prevent cruelty to animals. The Society’s education service plays a leading role by providing and supporting animal welfare education for teachers and students across Leicestershire.

Being animal friendly is more than just teaching about animals – it is a process that encourages everyone to think about animals’ needs and develop a sense of care and responsibility towards them.

RSPCA Education Officers work with schools to develop and deliver animal welfare education as part of the curriculum. They work with teachers and pupils in primary and secondary schools to enable the teacher to use animal welfare as an exciting context for learning.

We have a range of curriculum linked resources to support this delivery in the classroom. The RSPCA resources and schemes of work cover Science, English, PSHE and Citizenship and contain exciting ideas and activities written by teachers for teachers.

Contact: Regional Education Advisor – East Midlands

RSPCA

PO Box 60

Peterborough

PE1 5SZ

Tel: 0870 753 8403

Website: www.rspca.org.uk
Rutland Water Environmental Education Centre at Anglian Water Bird Watching Centre

Facilities include: a classroom, shop, toilets, disabled access, interpretation room and around 40 different activities inside and out covering water, wildlife and the environment designed for all ages from playgroups through to Universities.

Contact: Environmental Education Officer

Anglian Water Bird Watching Centre

Egleton

Oakham

Rutland

LE15 8BT

Tel: 01572 770 651

Fax: 01572 755 931

Website: www.rutlandwater.org.uk or www.rutlandwater.net
SEED

SEED runs a popular schools programme, including:

· The Whole World Cake Treasure Hunt

· Journeys to Christmas

· Arboretum Adventures; mini beast hunts, pond dipping and nature 

· The Garden Pilgrimage (RE)

· Investigating different habitats

· Botanica

For further information:-

Contact: The SEED Office

The SEED Store

University of Leicester Botanic Garden

Stoughton Drive South

Oadby

Leicestershire

LE2 2NE

Tel: 0116 271 2933

Shire Environmental Community Grants

Shire Grants may be able to assist with up to 75% of the cost of tree/shrub planting, nature conservation and environmental improvement schemes, where they provide benefit for the general public as well as for the school community. Therefore, unless the school is open for community use outside of normal school hours, the site must adjoin and be clearly seen from a public road, footpath or bridleway.

Contact: Shire Grants Administrator

Leicestershire County Council

County Hall

Glenfield

Leicester

LE3 8TE

Tel. 0116 265 7305

E-mail: shiregrants@leics.gov.uk
Website: www.leics.gov.uk/shire
Stepping Stones Countryside Management Project

The project represents a partnership that aims to improve access for all, enhance the environment, improve people’s awareness and encourage community participation in the countryside around Leicester.

Contact: Project Officer

Stepping Stones Countryside Management Project

Leicestershire County Council

County Hall

Glenfield

Leicester

LE3 8TE

Tel: 0116 265 7264

Swadlincote Woodlands

New woodland site with pond, adjacent to Swadlincote Town Centre and opposite Ski Centre. Includes wildlife zone, areas of new planting and “Gallery Grid” gardens. Educational ranger available – advanced booking required. Close to new museum at Sharpe’s Pottery.

Contact: Education Officer

Rosliston Forestry Centre

Burton Road

Rosliston

Swadlincote

Derbyshire

DE12 8JX

Tel: 01283 535 039

E-mail: rosliston@south-derbys.gov.uk
Wildlife Watch

Wildlife Watch is the junior wing of the Wildlife Trust. It is an exciting way for young people to explore their surroundings and get closer to wildlife.

Contact: Wildlife Watch Officer

Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust

Brocks Hill Environment Centre

Washbrook Lane

Oadby

Leicester

LE2 5JJ

Tel: 0116 272 0444

Website: www.lr-wildlifewatch.org.uk
Wildlife Watch Information Service for Schools (WISS)

This is a service offered to schools and children’s groups through Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Watch, the junior arm of Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Watch. 

For a fee of £30 per year each school receives a package of valuable teaching resources, plus WISSpers – their own local newsletter, and an email contact for help and advice.

Contact: Wildlife Watch Officer

Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust

Brocks Hill Environment Centre

Washbrook Lane

Oadby

Leicester

LE2 5JJ

Tel. 0116 272 0444

TRANSPORT CONTACTS:- 

School Travel Plans

Leicestershire County Council is helping many schools to develop School Travel Plans. These are packages of measures put together by a school to reduce congestion and improve safety on the school journey – by encouraging pupils and parents to consider healthier alternatives such as walking or cycling. Travel Plans use a “hearts and minds” approach: raising awareness that people’s travel choices have a big impact on the local environment. The County Council helps to co-ordinate the work and can award grants to help the plans implementation, for example to provide secure cycle storage facilities, to upgrade footpaths, improve pedestrian access points and introduce traffic calming measures.

For further information:- 

Contact: School Travel Plan Co-ordinator

Highways, Transportation and Waste Management Department

Leicestershire County Council

County Hall

Glenfield

Leicester

LE3 8RJ

Tel: 0116 265 7098
WATER CONTACTS:-

Severn Trent Water Ltd

The education centre at Cropston is sited next to a water treatment works and a reservoir, with access to woodland and ponds. Managed by a qualified teacher, the centre offers an exciting range of first hand experiences for visiting classes (KS1-KS4) at no cost to schools.

Contact:- Education Officer

Severn Trent Water Ltd

Cropston Education Water

Bradgate Road

Cropston

Leicstershire 

LE7 7GB

Tel. 0116 235 2014

E-mail: cropston.education@severntrent.co.uk
Website: www.stwater.co.uk
WASTE MINIMISATION AND RECYCLING

All Local Authorities have a responsibility for waste. Borough and District Councils are responsible for collecting waste and recyclables from your home and are called ‘Waste Collection Authorities’. County Council’s are responsible for disposing the waste collected by Borough and District Authorities and are called ‘Waste Disposal Authorities’. Some Local Authorities called Unitary Authorities have reponsibilties for both e.g. Leicester City Council.

Blaby District Council

Blaby District Council collects paper, cardboard, cans, plastic bottles and garden waste from residents in the District for recycling. They also operate a Community Paint Pot scheme where unwanted paint is reused by community groups, charities and schools. Education initiatives carried out in the past include Cycler the Rapping Robot from Waste Watch and The ‘Clean Team’ from the Speak Easy Theatre Group. 

Contact: Recycling Officer

Tel. 0116 272 7728

E-mail: environmental.health@blaby.gov.uk
Charnwood Borough Council

Charnwood Borough Council provides a recycling service for all its residents. As part of this service we offer educational talks to schools in the Borough regarding aspects of recycling and waste minimisation. We can also supply schools with information packs containing facts and figures on local recycling issues.

Contact: Cleansing

Tel. 01509 634 712

E-mail: cleansing@charnwood.gov.uk
Harborough District Council

The Waste Management Team have been actively involved in giving advice to schools about recycling and managing waste on school premises.

Contact: The Recycling Officer

Tel. 01858 821 132

Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council provides a number of recycling sites and kerbside collection schemes across the borough. Schools are invited to take part in paper and aluminium can recycling schemes. For further information on recycling in the Borough, or to take part in a scheme, please contact the details below.

Contact: Recycling Officer

Tel. 01455 238 141 x5801

E-mail: esadmin@hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk
Leicestershire County Council

Leicestershire County Council Waste Management Group provides a Recycling Hotline as an initial point of contact. This service includes general enquiries regarding recycling and waste issues. Services provided for schools include a free paper recycling collection service, a textile collection service currently being established and an exhibition on waste and recycling. Educational material on recycling and waste management is also available to schools in the Leicestershire area on request.

Contact: Recycling Team





Tel. 0116 265 7339

Melton Borough Council

Melton Borough Council collect paper, card, cans, glass, plastic bottles and textiles from residents in recycling boxes sorted at the kerbside into special compartmentalised vehicles on a weekly basis for recycling. Garden waste is also collected every other week for composting. A touring school assembly aided by a recycled character us currently being carried out to make children aware of the ‘Reduce, Reuse, Recycle’ message. Schools are provided with bins to recycle paper, cans and plastics, and have often created the role of ‘monitors’ with their pupils to encourage the children to carry out the action themselves. Future initiatives include an established education programme for schools and community groups to become more aware of waste and recycling issues.

Contact: Recycling and Education Officer

Verdant Group Ltd

Verdant Recycling Centre

Lake Terrace

Melton Mowbray

Leicestershire

LE13 0BZ

Tel. 01664 566718


North West Leicestershire District Council

North West Leicestershire District Council provides help and support to schools within the District who want to introduce or develop waste and recycling education. This includes the “Mission Rethink” school waste action pack, a resource library, recycling competitions with cash prizes and other goodies, assembly talks and project assistance and advice. Please contact us to find out more.

Contact: Recycling Assistant

Tel. 01530 454 572

E-mail: recycling@nwleicestershire.gov.uk
Oadby and Wigston Borough Council

Let’s Talk Rubbish is a new initiative for schools in the Borough of Oadby and Wigston. The main aim is to promote the 3Rs message: to reduce, re-use and recycle at school and at home. The programme is based on classroom presentations, workshops and projects that students can take part in.

Contact: Waste Management Officer

Oadby and Wigston Borough Council

Client Services

Oadby Depot

Wigston Road

Oadby

Leicestershire

LE2 5JE

Tel. 0116 272 0572

E-mail: clientservices@oadby-wigston.gov.uk
LOCAL AUTHORITY CONTACTS

BLABY DISTRICT COUNCIL

Council Offices

Desford Road

Narborough

Leicestershire

LE19 2EP

Tel. 0116 275 0555

Website: www.blaby.gov.uk
Countryside Services

Advice and guidance is offered to schools and community groups with projects related to the countryside or specific sites. An early years activity pack is available for loan, it contains ideas for outdoor and follow-up activities. Visits to countryside recreation sites in the district can be arranged with the Countryside Officer or Volunteer Rangers.

Contact: Countryside Officer

Tel: 0116 272 7699
Environmental Issues

Contact: Countryside Officer

Tel. 0116 272 7699

Waste Management and Recycling

Contact: Recycling Officer

Tel. 0116 272 7728

E-mail: environmental.health@blaby.gov.uk
CHARNWOOD BOROUGH COUNCIL

Southfields Road

Loughborough

Leicestershire

LE11 2TX

Tel. 01509 263 151

Website: www.charnwoodbc.gov.uk
Environmental Issues

Contact: Environmental Co-ordinator

Tel. 01509 634 901

Reycling

Contact: Cleansing

Tel. 01509 634 712

E-mail: cleansing@charnwood.gov.uk
HARBOROUGH DISTRICT COUNCIL

Council Offices

Adam and Eve Street

Market Harborough

Leicestershire

LE16 7AG

Tel. 01858 82 82 82

Website: www.marketharboroughonline.co.uk
Environmental Issues

Contact: Community Strategies Co-ordinator

Tel. 01858 821 176

Waste Management and Recycling
Contact: The Recycling Officer

Tel. 01858 821 132

HINCKLEY AND BOSWORTH BOROUGH COUNCIL

Council Offices

Argents Mead

Hinckley

Leicestershire

LE10 1BZ

Tel. 01455 238 141

Website: www.hinckleyandbosworthonline.org.uk
Environmental Issues

Contact: Environmental Co-ordinator

Tel. 01455 255 740

Waste Management and Recycling

Contact: Recycling Officer

Tel. 01455 238 141 x5801

E-mail: esadmin@hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk
LEICESTER CITY COUNCIL

New Walk Centre

Welford Road

Leicester

LE1 6ZG

Website: www.leicester.gov.uk
Tel. 0116 254 9922

Energy Advice

Contact: Energy Officer

Tel. 0116 299 5129

Environmental Issues

Contact: Environment Team, Team Leader

Tel. 0116 252 8136

Waste Management and Recycling

Contact: Recycling Officer

Tel. 0116 233 3050

LEICESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

County Hall

Glenfield

Leicester

LE3 8RJ

Website: www.leics.gov.uk
Tel. 0116 232 3232

Country Parks

Contact: Country Parks Administrative Assistant

Tel: 0116 265 6918

Energy Advice
Contact: Resources Engineer

Tel. 0116 265 6896

Environmental Issues

Contact: Environmental Action Team

Tel. 0116 265 7332/7242

Waste Management and Recycling

Contact: Recycling Team

Tel. 0116 265 7339

School Travel Plans

Contact: School Travel Plan Co-ordinator

Tel: 0116 265 7098

MELTON BOROUGH COUNCIL

Council Offices

Nottingham Road

Melton Mowbray

Leicestershire

LE13 0UL

Website: www.melton.gov.uk or www.meltononline.co.uk
Tel. 01664 567 771

Environmental Issues

Contact: Policy Officer – Community

Tel. 01664 502 395

Waste Management and Recycling

Contact: Recycling Officer

Tel. 01664 502 323

NORTH WEST LEICESTERSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL

Council Offices

Coalville

Leicestershire

LE67 3FJ

Website: www.nwleicestershire.gov.uk
Tel. 01530 454 545

Energy Advice

Contact: Energy Officer

Tel. 01530 454 545

Environmental Issues

Contact: Sustainable Development Officer

Tel. 01530 454 609

Waste Management and Recycling

Contact: Recycling Assistant

Tel. 01530 454 572

E-mail: recycling@nwleicestershire.gov.uk
OADBY AND WIGSTON BOROUGH COUNCIL

Council Offices

Station Road

Wigston

Leicestershire

LE18 2DR

Website: www.oadby-wigston.gov.uk
Tel. 0116 288 8961

Countryside Services

Contact: Countryside Officer

Tel. 0116 257 2651

Environmental Issues:- 

Contact: Head of Community and Cultural Development

Tel. 0116 257 2610

E-mail: ccd@oadby-wigston.gov.uk
Waste Management and Recycling

Contact: Waste Management Officer

Tel. 0116 272 0572

E-mail: clientservices@oadby-wigston.gov.uk
ECO-SCHOOL IN LEICESTERSHIRE

Leicestershire County Council, Blaby District Council, Charnwood Borough Council, Harborough District Council, and Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council all provide funding for Environ (Leicestershire’s environmental charity) to work with schools on the Eco Schools project subject to existing funding commitments. Support can be provided for all aspects of the project and can include, assemblies, assistance with the environmental review and compiling action plans and Green Flag award applications.

In 2003/4 Environ worked with 33 schools in Leicestershire and 14 of these have achieved Green Flag status. Some schools have been re-awarded Green Flags.

CASE STUDIES

Name of school

Thrussington Primary

Number of pupils 

There are 57 pupils on the roll

Location i.e. rural, village, town

Thrussington C of E Primary School is situated in a small rural village north east of Leicester in Charnwood Borough.

Length of time to gain Green Flag status

Approximately 2 years to gain first green flag – have just been awarded 2nd green flag after a further two years.

Feeder schools / schools in management group working on Eco Schools

None

Monitoring stats.

· A £300 reduction in the energy budget allocation for the school over a two-year period demonstrates the amount of energy that has been saved by the school since the implementation of energy-saving measures.

· Paper recycling is being weighed to show how much is being recycled – but no figures as yet.

Particular projects that the school has taken on

School grounds work has featured highly at Thrussington Primary.

The school has become Britain’s first school to develop a Bio bank in the grounds which provides shelter for wildlife. This includes a butterfly boudoir and a lacewing lodge. Funding was obtained from Severn Trent and many partnerships were established to complete the project. A local craftsman built the butterfly boudoir and bird tables and a local quarry donated stone. Colin Green – a local BBC radio personality - has been a big supporter of the scheme. There was television, radio and newspaper coverage of the launch of the scheme.

· Practical – how it happens in school

· Position of Eco Schools Co-ordinator within school

Teaching Assistant

· How was Eco-Committee chosen?

Votes from classmates

· Who sits on the committee, when does it meet and how often?

The Eco-Club has been running for between 5 and 6 years on and off with pupils initially ranging in age between 5 and 11 years. Meetings are held weekly at lunchtimes.

In the autumn of 2002, the children decided that the Eco Committee should consist of children from years 5 and 6. This was because the children found discussions and meetings difficult when children from all ages were present. The current committee members were chosen because of their commitment and interest in the environment. The Eco-schools Co-ordinator is the adult representative for the club.

The group has regular discussions as part of class time and lunch times on progress of the outside area, environmental issues and input to funding applications - in addition to ongoing environmental awareness and issues within school.

Quote from school

“Eco Schools has helped enormously to reinforce the ethos of our school. It is always important for children to hear from other people and sources that the work we do in school can be continued in the home and the community. It also helps to raise environmental awareness in general. We visited the local convent as part of our Religious Education. The children were shown around etc. On arriving back at school and discussing the visit, some children had noticed that the sisters at the convent used low energy light bulbs!” – Eco Schools Co-ordinator.

NAME OF SCHOOL

Brookvale High School, Groby

Number of pupils

There are approximately 665 pupils on the roll.

Location i.e. rural, village, town

Brookvale High School is a large secondary school situated in Groby. It shares a site with Groby Community College whose 860 students walk through the grounds of the school to reach the college.

Length of time to gain Green Flag status

Approximately one year.

Feeder schools / schools in management group working on Eco- Schools?

Ratby Primary and Elizabeth Woodville Primary, Groby.

Monitoring statistics.

· Bags of paper are collected for recycling. These bags are counted to keep a record of how much paper the school has collected. One bag was weighed at 5kg. Approximately 3 bags are collected every week. Between March 2002 and March 2003, approximately 117 bags have been collected. Therefore approximately 585kg of paper has been saved from going to landfill since the project started. 

· Water consumption reduced by 24.9% during the 2-year period ending 31 March 2001. This is largely due to the installation of push taps.

· Litter is collected every week. Pupils collect approximately 2 full bin bags each week and the Premises Officer and assistant collect approx. 6 bags per week. Between March 2002 and March 2003, 312 bags of litter have been collected from the school grounds.

Particular projects that the school has taken on

A problem with litter was one of the main reasons for Brookvale beginning the Eco Schools programme. The site is very open and litter is often blown onto the site from outside. A college is on the same site as the school and college students leave their rubbish on the school site. It is planned to spread the Eco Schools message to the College and attempt to cut litter in this way.

Regular litter picking takes place both by the Eco-Committee and by the Premises Officer and assistant.

Concrete bins have been purchased with the aid of funding from Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council. Since the Eco Schools programme began in school, 14 new litter bins have been installed in the school grounds.

Practical – how it happens in school

Position of Eco Schools Co-ordinator within school

Premises Manager

How was Eco-Committee chosen?

A series of assemblies were delivered and pupils were asked to leave their names afterwards if they were interested in joining the project.

Who sits on the committee, when does it meet and how often?

Approximately 15 pupils sit on the Eco-Committee with each year group represented. 

The Eco Committee meets regularly at lunchtimes – at least once per term for formal meetings where minutes are taken. They also meet every Tuesday for litter picking in the school grounds. 

Quote from school

“Eco Schools has helped the students work together and put some of their ideas into practice, which has also helped them to feel more involved with the school and the environment.  Eco Schools has also given the school a better reputation within the community” – Eco Schools Co-ordinator.

NAME OF SCHOOL

Ravenhurst Primary, Braunstone

Number of pupils 

There are approximately 560 pupils on the roll.

Location i.e. rural, village, town

Ravenhurst Primary School is situated in a suburb of Leicester in a large housing estate.

Length of time to gain Green Flag status

Approximately 3 years

Feeder schools / schools in management group working on Eco Schools?

None

Monitoring statistics.

The school saved approximately £2691 in electricity bills between 1998 and 2001 – largely due to a refurbishment programme that incorporated energy- saving measures.

A Water Consumption per pupil league table of schools produced by Leicestershire County Council, highlights the tremendous savings in water consumption that have been made. Since 1999, the water consumption of Ravenhurst School has been reduced by 15.7%.

Particular projects that the school has taken on

Ravenhurst has focused on the school grounds and nature area. This has included planting a native hedgerow around the nature area, developing a system of paths for easy access, installing a pond and developing a composting corner.

Ravenhurst has held days of action including path making and clearing by the pond. People involved in the days were pupils, teachers, parents and volunteers. These days were also used as a PR exercise to show neighbours to the school and everyone else what the school was trying to achieve.

There has also been an extensive programme of refurbishment through the school, which has included carpeting, curtains and new doors. This has made a big difference to the school in terms of energy efficiency.

Practical – how it happens in school

Position of Eco Schools Co-ordinator within school

Teacher

How was Eco-Committee chosen?

Pupils voted representatives onto the committee.

Who sits on the committee, when does it meet and how often?

One pupil from each year 3 and 4 classes and two chair people from years 5 and 6 are on the committee. This gives a total of eight pupils. The school adopted this approach as it was felt that the year 3 and 4 students would be able to continue through their time in the school to promote environmental awareness. The Eco-Committee meet at lunchtime every 2 weeks.

Quote from school

“Eco Schools has instilled a culture of environmental responsibility in pupils. This is achieved through constant ‘drip, drip’ reminders about the environment and is reinforced by people external to the school and environmental monitors in each classroom.” – Eco Schools Co-ordinator

NAME OF SCHOOL
Hill Top Primary, Ashby de la Zouch 

Number of pupils 

There are 280 pupils on roll.

Location i.e. rural, village, town

Ashby Hill Top Primary is situated in the town of Ashby de la Zouch in North West Leicestershire.

Length of time to gain Green Flag status

Just over 2 years

Feeder schools / schools in management group working on Eco- Schools?

None

Monitoring stats.

· Water meter readings showed a decrease of 31.2% over a 2 year period 

· Aluminium cans are collected in school for fundraising. It has been calculated that there are approximately 330 crushed cans in a full bin and 6 full bins had been collected by January 2004. That is approximately 2000 cans. 

Particular projects that the school has taken on

Hill Top Primary has taken on a range of projects including aluminium can recycling, school grounds work and energy and water saving projects.

The school has a nature area that has been developed over a number of years. This area is used to enhance the curriculum wherever possible. New trees have been planted to give more shade and help with the study of plants and animals. Every year, pupils plant acorns that are taken to the National Forest to be planted as saplings.

Practical – how it happens in school

Position of Eco Schools Co-ordinator within school

Teacher

How was Eco-Committee chosen?

Initially representatives were pupils who were interested in the environment and volunteered to join the Eco committee. Later the Eco-Committee merged with Schools Council that is made up of elected pupils.

Who sits on the committee, when does it meet and how often?

Initially, there were 6 pupils in total, 2 from each year. Adult representatives on the committee were the Eco Schools Co-ordinator, a Governor and the Premises Officer. Meetings were held once a month after school.

Now, the School Council takes on the role of Eco Committee. They meet once per month.

Quote from school

“The children are very enthusiastic about wildlife. They are very aware of the wildlife in the school grounds and sensitive to the needs of wildlife and animals in general. The project has also been accessible for all abilities of children”. – Eco Schools Co-ordinator and Teacher.

Ashby Hill Top School Eco Code

Everyone should help make our environment better.

No litter should be left lying around.

Value all living things around you.

If possible, walk to school instead of using the car.

Recycle aluminium cans in our red bins.

Only pick the flowers from your own garden, never from the wild.

Never harm any living thing, animal or plant.

Make sure that you save any old writing paper for recycling.

Electrical items should be turned off after use.

Never leave taps running.

Turn off lights if you are the last to leave a room

NAME OF SCHOOL

Hallaton Primary

Number of pupils 

There are 60 pupils on the roll.

Location i.e. rural, village, town

Hallaton Primary is situated in a small village in Harborough district in the east of Leicestershire.

Length of time to gain Green Flag status

Hallaton has been working on the Eco Schools project for approximately the last 5 years and hopes to apply for the award this year.

Feeder schools / schools in management group working on Eco Schools?

None

Monitoring statistics.

The Gardening Club has carried out tasks in the grounds through the changing seasons and has noticed an increase in the wildlife using their grounds. They have also been monitoring the leaf compost pile and watching how it changes over the months.

The school has been noticeably warmer since the energy saving measures have been in place.

Electricity bills have not gone up despite the fact that there is a new building. This is because of energy-saving measures.

Water meter readings have shown a decrease of 4.3%. 

Particular projects that the school has taken on

The schoolyard has been developed as an organic garden. Organic food grown in the school grounds is then used to cook in class and is sold on to parents to provide funds for more work on the school grounds. Produce includes; corn, strawberries, beans, potatoes, courgettes, cabbages, onions, leeks. A Community Day was devoted to digging the garden.

The school grounds also have bird boxes, a compost bin and a birdbath.  

Shrubs have been planted to attract butterflies. Plants and seeds have been donated from parents. Eggs have been hatched out at school and chickens kept in grounds.

The school grounds are also used for recreational and quiet time, curriculum evenings and social events such as cheese and wine evenings.

Practical – how it happens in school

Position of Eco Schools co-ordinator within school

Head teacher

How was the Eco-Committee chosen?

School Council and the Gardening Club have taken on the role of Eco- committee. School Council were elected. Garden club is made up of interested pupils.

Who sits on the committee, when does it meet and how often?

The eco committee is made up of 2 people per class and meets once per term at lunchtime.  Gardening Club is run by 2 parents and meets every week in spring and summer for practical actions and fund raising. 
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