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Appointment of School Governors – Eligibility Criteria

	The eligibility criteria for being a governor are given below. Please read them to check whether you meet these. If you are eligible, please complete the governor’s section of the form, sign the declaration and return to the Clerk to Governors.

 If you fail to do this you may not be eligible to be a governor.
If you are not eligible, please contact the Clerk to Governors


Eligibility criteria for being a governor:
· I am aged 18 or over at the date of this election or appointment;

· I do not hold more than one governorship of the same school at any one time;
· I am not detained under the Mental Health Act 1983;

· I am not subject to bankruptcy restrictions order or an interim order or had a sequestration of my estate awarded and (in either case) not been discharged and the bankruptcy order has not been annulled or rescinded;

· I am not subject to a disqualification order under the Company Directors Disqualification Act 1986 or disqualification under Part 2 of the Companies (Northern Ireland) Order 1989 or  a disqualification undertaking accepted under the Company Directors Disqualification (Northern Ireland) Order 2002 or an order made under section 429(2)(b) of the Insolvency Act 1986
· I have not been removed from the office of trustee for a charity by an order made by the Charity Commissioners or the High Court on the grounds of any misconduct or mismanagement in the administration of the charity for which I was responsible or to which I was privy, or to which I contributed or which I facilitated by my conduct; or been removed, under Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005, from being concerned in the management or control of any body;
· I am not included in the list kept under S1 Protection of Children Act 1999 or subject to a direction of the Secretary of State under S142 Education Act 2002 (or any other disqualification, prohibition or restriction which takes effect as if contained in such a direction);
· I am not disqualified from working with children under sections 28 or 29A of the Criminal  Justice and Court Services Act 2000;

· I am not disqualified from registration under Part 10A Children Act 1989 for child minding or providing day care or from registration under Part 3 of the Childcare act 2006

· I am not disqualified from being the proprietor of any independent school or from being a teacher or other employee in any school;

· I have not, in the five years prior to becoming a governor taking effect , received a sentence of imprisonment, suspended or otherwise, for a period of not less than three months without the option of a fine;

· I have not, at any time, had passed on me a sentence of imprisonment for a period of not less than five years or had passed on me a sentence of imprisonment for a period of not less than two and a half years in the preceding 20 years;

· I have not been convicted or fined, in the five years prior to becoming a governor, for causing a nuisance or disturbance on education premises pursuant to S. 547 Education Act 1996;

Continued overleaf

Parent Governors
A person is disqualified from election or appointment as a parent governor of a school if they are an elected member of Leicestershire County Council, or if they work at the school for more than 500 hours in any consecutive 12 month period (at the time of election or appointment). If a serving parent governor subsequently starts to work at the school for more than 500 hours in a consecutive 12 month period, they would serve out their term of office.
Community Governor
A person is disqualified from appointment as a community governor if he or she is eligible to be a staff governor at the school, or is an elected member of the LA to which the school belongs.
Local Authority Appointed Governors
A person is disqualified from appointment as a LA governor of a school if he/she is eligible to be a staff governor of the school.
Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) checks (from 12 October 2009)

The revised guidance issued by the CRB designates the role of a School Governor as a ‘regulated activity’ meaning that any individual wishing to undertake this role must have a satisfactory enhanced CRB Disclosure certificate (Children). The policy of the County Council is that the CRB Disclosure certificate must be issued by the County Council and no other organisation.

Failure to attend meetings
This paragraph applies to any governor who is not a Headteacher or Ex Officio Foundation governor.

A governor, who, without the consent of the governing body, has failed to attend meetings of the governing body for a continuous period of six months, beginning with the date of the first missed meeting, is, on the expiry of that period, disqualified from continuing to hold office as a governor of that school.

A foundation governor (other than an ex officio foundation governor), LA governor, community governor, partnership governor or sponsor governor who has been disqualified as a governor of a school is not qualified for election nomination or appointment as a governor of any category at that school for the twelve months.

Notification to clerk
Where, 
(a) a person is disqualified from holding, or from continuing to hold, office as a governor of a school; and

(b) he is, or is proposed to become, a governor, he must give notice of that fact to the clerk to the governing body.

More information

Details of the above restrictions may be found in Statutory Instrument 2007 No. 957, The School Governance (Constitution) (England) Regulations 2007 and Statutory Instrument 2004 No. 3264 The Education (Company Directors Disqualification Act 1986: amendments to Disqualification Provisions) England.
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