Guidance on the use of P Scales in Foundation Stage Classes
All pupils in mainstream Foundation Stage classes and throughout the Autumn term of Year One should be assessed against the Early Learning Goals. QCA recommend that pupils aged 3 -5 years should not routinely be assessed using “P” scales.

If, at the beginning of the Spring Term, pupils are still performing below National Curriculum Level One either generally or in a specific aspect of learning, schools should begin to assess progress using the appropriate P scales. 

If at this stage, a child’s current rate of progress is inadequate, it would be strongly advisable for schools to consult the LA’s Criteria for Placement document and consider placement on the SEN record 
The LA’s Criteria for Placement indicates that a score of P7 or below at this stage, across or within a specific area or aspect of learning, would indicate a need to consider placement on the SEN record and additional/different provision to meet needs.
Exception

P scales should only be used before 5 years of age in addition to assessment against the early Learning Goals, if the pupil has significant and complex learning difficulties and/or a Statement of Special Educational Needs.

Using the P scales enable schools to track linear progress toward level 1 and make summative assessments about pupils by applying a ‘best fit’ judgement. They also provide a common framework for dialogue about pupil progress within and across schools and enable target setting for individuals. 
Schools should be warned, however, to avoid the use of P scales as a test or curriculum that teachers are encouraged to teach to.
Schools should assess children against the P scales until they achieve P8 where schools will assess against National Curriculum levels. 
The P scales and further guidance can be found on the following web site: 
www.leics.gov.uk/sips_sen
