
JOINT TECHNICAL WORKING GROUP

Meeting held on 26th June, 2008

Present:
Kitt McGrath, English Partnerships



Graham Ramsbottom, Co-operative Group



Anna Graves, Harborough District Council



Brett Culpin, Harborough District Council



Dave Tantum, GOEM



Mark Hall, Oadby & Wigston Borough Council



Sue Smith, Harborough District Council



Tracey Wellington, Harborough District Council



Frazer Robson, Leicestershire County Council

Adrian Thorpe, Oadby & Wigston Borough Council (joined meeting at point of item on Transport Assessment)

Apologies – Jackie Jowett and Julie Bishop, CLG


Draft Terms of Reference – it was confirmed that they had been approved.  Draft to be taken off.  To check that they are on the website

Consultation - Letter to be sent to Henry Cleary thanking for attendance at consultation event at Oadby & Wigston and meeting at Harborough

Invitation to be sent to Henry Cleary to attend some of the JTWG meetings – to map out which meetings it would be useful for him to attend

Although consultation events considered to be successful there were gaps in those engaged. In particular younger people, people from different ethnic backgrounds and people from different social backgrounds.  To consider how they are included in future consultation.


Incidents at consultation events at Stoughton Airfield were shared – consideration being given as to whether action may be taken 

Co-op confirmed that further detail on their proposals would be released soon.  This has been worked up following their consultation events.  Details to be provided to local authorities before the Challenge Panel meeting on 15.7.08
Each individual authority to circulate their letters to CLG in response to this first stage of consultation to one another once complete

‘Additional studies’ to be added as standard agenda item

Information Sharing Protocol – Legal advice from County stated that there could be no ‘lead’ party.  Suggestion that the Leicestershire Information Sharing Protocol could be re-framed for purposes of the group.  To check whether all authorities are already signed up to this.  Co-op had made some amendments to the protocol.  Co-op to circulate


Transport Assessment – meeting to be arranged between LCC Highways and officers from HDC and Oadby & Wigston in the next 2 weeks

Financial Appraisal – the Councils requested that they should receive a copy of information.  Co-op said that there are issues of commercial sensitivity around some of the information.  (Post-meeting note from Kitt McGrath – at the Bidders meeting it was explained that PWC and CLG would be sharing the necessary information with the Local authorities rather than the Bidders.  As such, it would not be appropriate to circulate full details of the information provided at this time).

Henry Cleary to be contacted with regard to the timescales for doing this work when the detail of the proposals have not been released yet.  To request extension of time to wait for this information


Delivery mechanisms to go on as future agenda item.  Co-op to provide information for this item.

PWC/Atlas meeting 23 July to be an agenda item for the meeting of JTWG .  AG to pull four councils together to do some work on shared 106 agreement

Sustainability Appraisal – matrix of work in existence and in preparation has been produced for meeting with Scott Wilsons (27.6.08).  To be circulated to group.


The list of 14 areas of work to be forwarded to Co-op


1:1 meetings of local authorities and Co-op to take place to discuss issues and challenges


Outcome of meeting with Scott Wilsons to be relayed to members of the JTWG

Planning Implications –discussions to be had on jointly procuring any strategic studies required.  A meeting to be arranged between Frazer Robson (County), Adrian Thorpe (Oadby & Wigston), Brett Culpin (Harborough), Steve Birkinshaw (GOEM) and Andrew Smith (City).  

Funding - Each authority to consider the resources required for the Eco Town work from shortlist through to October – this information to be produced by 4th July.  To cover - consultation work, costs for backfilling and additional staff, any studies which have been or may need to be undertaken, legal costs, press and communication.  To be sent to AG to draft a proposed bid.
Liaison with other groups – meeting offered by Co-op to CASCET to take forward how liaise to with them.  Co-op confirmed that they are engaging with Shelter and Housing Associations.  FR asked for it to be minuted that he is the chair of local Shelter group but because of his work for the County Council he does not participate in any Shelter eco-town discussions.  Agreed that there is a need to distinguish between ‘groups’ and ‘organisations’

SS reported that there had been a request for member representation on the JTWG.  The JTWG is an officer working group and as such the need for a separate member group is being considered by members.  This is being taken forward by Cllr S Galton.

Challenge Panel – in order for LAs to respond to the response by the Co-op to the Challenge Panel recommendations, LA officers need to know what the Co-op’s response will be in order to get mandate to comment.  Co-op said that it was unlikely that they would be able to prepare and provide the response in time for the Councils to consider it.  If this is the case, attendance could only be as ‘observers’ and therefore not all would attend.  HDC to attend as a ’minimum’.  (Post-meeting note – To date, local authorities have not been invited to attend the Challenge Panel.  Dave Tantum pursing this with Henry Cleary).

Sharing of reports and meetings – All LAs to be made aware of, and invited where possible to, any meetings concerning Eco Town proposal
CLG involvement – Julie Bishop and Jackie Jowett had been unable to attend the meeting.  To invite Julie Bishop to meeting on 24th July when it is expected that more information will have been made available.


Notes of meetings – to be drafted within 2 working days. Comments to be returned within 1 day and posted on website the following day

Date and time of next meeting – 10th July at 9.30 at Brocks Hill Centre, Oadby
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