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“Asking children to ‘put something on paper’ about what they have done or found out will allow them to choose how to record or whether to, for example, use a picture, some kind of tally or write a number. Children are most likely to want to ‘put something down’ when the record has some purpose for them. They will enjoy making labels to show the number of bricks in each tin when playing at muddling the tins and guessing how many bricks they may find when they open each one. Talking about the mathematics in different practical situations and making a pencil and paper record when it has some purpose for the children will promote confidence. It will provide a much stronger foundation for mathematical development than an introduction to ‘sums’ such as ‘2+3=’ before children have had the opportunities to explore number situations, count, begin to calculate, talk about how they worked things out and record in their own ways.”                     

Curriculum Guidance for the Foundation Stage p71/72

All of these activities should be carried out practically or in a play situation before the children record. The recording may be done individually, with a partner, in a group or as a whole class.

 It is important that the children are given a purpose for their recording.

	Objective
	Activity
	Recording

	· Count reliably a set of everyday objects
	Count the number of bean bags you can throw into a bucket/ the number of skittles you can knock down
	Children could record their ‘score’ on a flip chart using tally marks or numerals.

	· Begin to record numbers
	Find small things buried in the sand
	Children could record how many objects have been found by drawing shapes or making tally marks.

	· Begin to record numbers
	Make number labels for the number of pairs of scissors kept in the jar/the number of paint brushes kept in the pot
	Children could make a label using numerals, tally marks or drawings of the objects.

	· Order a set of given numbers
	Arrange in order a complete set of objects (e.g. nests with eggs in, cards with buttons on, sticks of cubes)
	Children could draw the objects in the correct order, after they have arranged them practically.

	· Begin to relate addition to combining two groups of objects and subtraction to ‘taking away’
	Solve simple word problems

e.g. There are 3 people on the bus. 1 more gets on. How many are on the bus now?
	Children could draw the problem and write the numerals. 

	· Partition a given number of objects into two groups
	Find different ways of putting out 5 biscuits on two plates / planting 5 bulbs in two bowls
	Children could find their own way of recording what they have done (e.g. by making marks or drawing).

	· Select two groups of objects to make a given total
	Find different ways of putting two kinds of animals in a stable for 6 animals / putting 6 eggs in a box, choosing from red and yellow eggs
	Children could record what they have done in their own way. This may be by drawing, making marks or using words and numbers.

	· Recognise and recreate simple patterns
	Thread beads to make a repeating pattern
	Children could use shape sponges and paint to record their patterns

	· Solve simple problems and puzzles in a practical context
	Explore different ways of arranging five ladybirds on two leaves / distributing seven buttons between two boxes
	Children could record their solution to the problem by drawing, writing numerals or using stickers to represent the objects.

	· Solve simple problems and puzzles in a practical context
	Find different ways of choosing a domino with six spots
	Children could draw the dominoes they have chosen.

	· Sort and match objects
	Sort flat or solid shapes and explain how they have been sorted
	Children could use shape sponges /stamps and paint to record the groups.

	· Use developing mathematical ideas and methods to solve practical problems 
	Fill half the tarts with strawberry jam and half with lemon jam
	Children could cut the tarts out of red and yellow paper.

	· Use developing mathematical ideas and methods to solve practical problems
	How should we plant the daffodil bulbs in these three pots? Is there a way of doing it so that they all have the same number?
	Children could draw the pots, then cut the bulbs out of brown paper and stick them in.

	· Begin to recognise coins and use them in role play to pay and give change
	Make price labels for items in the class shop and match penny coins to them
	Children could make the price labels by drawing the coins, using coin stamps or writing the numerals.

	· Begin to name shapes and use them to make models, pictures and patterns
	Begin to sketch 2-D shapes
	Children could draw the shapes by finger painting or using chalks on the playground.

	· Begin to name shapes and use them to make models, pictures and patterns
	Sort scraps of fabrics
	Children could glue down small pieces of the fabrics to show the groups they have sorted them into.

	· Begin to name shapes and use them to make models, pictures and patterns
	Go on a ‘shape walk’ around the school
	Children could take photos of the shapes they have seen.

	· Put sets of objects in order of size
	Make ‘families’ of the same shape in different sizes
	Children could paint a family of monsters or giants.

	· Talk about, recognise and recreate patterns
	Make patterns from shapes
	Children could record their patterns by painting, sticking down gummed paper shapes or using a computer program.

	· Use everyday words to describe position, direction and movement
	Collect and sort objects that will roll /slide
	Children could draw the objects that they have collected or take photographs of them.


All of these activities are taken from the supplement of examples for Reception (Framework for Teaching Mathematics - Section 4).
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The role-play area can provide many opportunities for purposeful recording.

These are just a few ideas:

· Make price labels for items in the ‘shop’

· Make tickets for the ‘bus’

· Make menus for the ‘café’

· Label the seats on a ‘coach’ or ‘aeroplane’

· Label boxes with sizes in the ‘shoe shop’

· Label pots with the number of seeds in them in the ‘garden centre’
· Record the number of animals seen on a ‘safari’
· Take bookings at the ‘travel agency’
· Make stamps for the ‘post office’

· Take orders for a certain number of items in the ‘restaurant’

· Leave notes for the milkman in the ‘home corner’

· Write down telephone numbers in the ‘office’

· Note appointment times for patients in the ‘doctors’

· Make notices to show film times at the ‘cinema’

· Write down recipes in the ‘kitchen’

· Draw plans in the ‘builders yard’

· [image: image3.wmf][image: image4.wmf]Draw a map to show directions to the ‘seaside’
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