
LEICESTERSHIRE CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE'S SERVICE EXECUTIVE  4th APRIL 2008

DISTRICT COUNCIL ACTIVITY ACROSS LEICESTERSHIRE TO SUPPORT DELIVERY OF CHILDREN/YOUNG PEOPLE'S AND FAMILY SERVICES
1.
Purpose of Report

To respond to the request from the Board in October 2007 that an update report be presented every six months on consolidated action by Leicestershire district councils to support other agencies in the delivery of quality and responsive services to children, young people and families across the county.

2.
Policy Framework/Previous Decisions


The report is in accordance with the framework for reports previously agreed by the Board.

3.
Background
3.1
Since the last update on 10 October 2007, a number of initiatives have been pursued, many of them jointly between a number of districts.  Previously, the districts had been operating separately, with the exception of the Leisure Offer for Vulnerable Children, which was negotiated on a countywide basis.

3.2
Whilst districts will continue to develop local (district-based) responses to specific needs, increasingly (as colleagues should see from the Appendix), responses are being developed on a multi-district (in some cases all-district) basis.

3.3
The attached Appendix sets out those areas where further progress has been made since October 2007 against each of the 'Every Child Matters' goals.  It refers only to those areas where further outcomes have been evident over the last six months for the purposes of brevity.

3.4
The actions/progress set out in the report in October 2007 continue.  What is set out in this report are the actions over and above what was already being achieved.  The attention fo the Board is shown in particular to the progress on 'Hear by Rights' and achievement of a single procedure for Safeguarding of Children and Vulnerable Adults.

3.5
As a final note (not within the remit of the Appendix), colleagues should be aware that Member 'Champions' from the districts have been engaged in two  meetings with the lead Member for the County Council and the Director of Children's Services.  These have been productive and will continue to take place to ensure that there is engagement at the highest levels to cement and embed our partnership working for the benefit of our Children/Young People and Families in the county.

3.6
Future progress reports will relate to ongoing priorities alongside those in the revised Children and Young People's Plan, when it is agreed later in the year.

4.
Consultation

The views of all seven district councils in Leicestershire have been invited in the formulation of this report.

5.
Resource Implications

Any resource implications have been taken into account in the budgets of the individual councils.

6.
Recommendations

The Board is recommended to:

(i)
acknowledge and endorse the summary statement of increasingly joint activities of district councils in relation to Children and Young People.

(ii)
note that a further update will be presented to the Board in six months' time.

Steve Atkinson

Chair of the Leicestershire District Implementation Group

Children and Young People's Act

20 March 2008

	LEICESTERSHIRE BOROUGH/DISTRICT AND BOROUGH COUNCILS' CONTRIBUTION                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      TO THE CHILDREN ACT – STAY SAFE

(20 March 2008)

	Outcome
	Aim
	LAA Ref
	Actions
	District Update



	Stay Safe
	S1  Safe from maltreatment, neglect, violence and sexual exploitation


	
	Develop and implement a ‘Child Protection Policy’, with relevant guidelines and protocols and ensure all relevant Council employees are trained and CRB checked.


	The development of a toolkit for District Councils to self assess their progress to their safeguarding responsibilities under Section 11 of the Children Act 2004 has been commissioned by Government Office for the East Midlands with the NSPCC as the commissioned partner.

All District Councils within Leicestershire have agreed to act as a reference group and a pilot for the development of the toolkit.  The intention is that once the pilot authorities have participated and an overall evaluation made of the toolkit, the toolkit will be disseminated to other local authorities in the East Midlands first and then promoted as best practice amongst other government offices so that it can be used as a national tool.

One of the aims is to see whether there are any overarching areas of support that District and Borough Councils require to help them fulfil their Section 11 duties.

New countywide Children and Vulnerable Adults Safeguarding Policies issued to all Districts March 2008.  Adoption process to be implemented as from April 08.

Training being undertaken by relevant staff.  Seeking dedicated training for Districts.

DCPOs identified for all Districts.  Annual DCPO training planned for each District.

External Consultant working with the majority of Districts to develop 'Hear by Right' action plans and the development of strategies to demonstrate how councils adhere to the statutory responsibilities contained within the 2004 Children Act - in particular sections 10 and 11.




	Stay Safe
	S2  Safe from accidental injury and death
	SC7

HC3
	To provide diversionary activities for young people by working pro-actively with partners.
	'Positive Futures' project rolled out to work in priority neighbourhoods and joined up with YISP/Youth Service workers where possible - NWLDC.

	
	
	CYP7
	Work towards equality standards in activities offered to young people.
	HBBC achieved level 3.

	Stay Safe
	S4  Safe from crime and anti-social behaviour in and out of school

(Ref:  C2)
	SC3.1
	To produce a proactive and responsive multi-agency approach to reduce the incidents of anti social behaviour and increase public awareness of anti crime initiatives.
	Links to the new YOT Impact Team are being developed (HBBC).

NWLDC Multi agency JAG meeting addresses this issue (NWL).


LEICESTERSHIRE BOROUGH/DISTRICT AND BOROUGH COUNCILS' CONTRIBUTION 

TO THE CHILDREN ACT – ECONOMIC WELLBEING

(20 March 2008)

	Outcome


	Aim
	LAA Ref
	Actions
	District Update

	Economic Wellbeing
	E4 Provision of appropriate transport
	St.C4(c)
	Identify good practice and delivery from other councils for adoption across Leicestershire. 
	Harborough District Youth Forum to identify need at district level as it was a priority which the young people identified at the 2008 Youth Conference.  District Action Plan to follow.


LEICESTERSHIRE BOROUGH/DISTRICT COUNCILS' CONTRIBUTION

TO THE CHILDREN ACT – BE HEALTHY

(20 March 2008)

	Outcome


	Aim
	LAA Ref
	Actions
	District Update

	Be healthy
	H1 Physically Healthy
	CYP8
	To review and develop existing benefits offered to Corporate Parenting children, young people and families (i.e. leisure centres, visitor attractions, cultural events).
	As of March 2008, the LAA target is being achieved.

	
	
	CYP.2
	To investigate the development of a Junior Referral Scheme to improve young people’s healthy lifestyles.
	New countywide GP referral scheme being developed in partnership with PCT and Districts.

	
	
	
	Work with the PCT and other partners to develop an area and communities of interest engagement strategy.


	Cultural Services are linked in a number of NATs (Neighbourhood Action Teams), with Hinckley and Bosworth along with key stakeholders (HBBC).

	
	
	CYP1
	Develop top quality and accessible leisure, culture and play facilities across district/borough.
	Tourism offer is being developed across the Districts via the Tourism Blueprints.


LEICESTERSHIRE BOROUGH/DISTRICT COUNCILS' CONTRIBUTION

TO THE CHILDREN ACT – MAKING A POSITIVE CONTRIBUTION

(20 March 2008) 

	Outcome


	Aim
	LAA Ref
	Actions
	District Update

	Making a positive contribution
	C1  Engage in decision making and support the community and environment
	St.C1(c)

CYP8
	Develop Youth strategy, establish and develop Youth Forums (young people), identify priority areas for supported work/projects, organise annual major youth event.


	'Hear by Right' adopted in four councils, with the rest actively seeking to achieve by March 2008.  LAA target that all Districts to achieve 'emerging' status by March 2009.

	Making a positive contribution
	C2   Engage in law-abiding and positive behaviour in and out of school 

(Ref:  S4)
	SC3.1

CYP7

CYP8

SC5.1

SC5.2
	Work on rehabilitation of young offenders through education and training.  Develop activities for young people ‘at risk’ or involved in anti-social behaviour/youth crime.  Identify anti-social behaviour issues linked to young people and tackle appropriately.  Ensure youth issues worked on in all Community Safety groups/strategies.


	Positive results from the Arts Award project (YOT and HBBC) held at Markfield, which targeted young offenders through education and mentoring (HBBC).

	Making a positive contribution
	C3  Develop positive relationships and choose not to bully or discriminate

(Ref:  S3)
	SC3.1

CYP7
	Measure and improve Community Cohesion.  Develop Community Cohesion strategy.  Develop appropriate local cultural programmes e.g arts and entertainments.  Increase funding for festivals.  Implement anti-racism action plan/project/group.  Support Community Plan and actions linked to young people.  Support and implement multi-faith events.  Promote proactive/preventative anti-social behaviour work with young people.  Develop local facilities with appropriate partners e.g. Parish Council, schools.


	Districts in the planning stages on how they can positively contribute to the 2009 Disability games being held in Leicester and the 2012 Olympics.

Countywide Battle of the Bands event planned for all Districts.


LEICESTERSHIRE BOROUGH/DISTRICT COUNCILS' CONTRIBUTION 

TO THE CHILDREN ACT – ENJOY AND ACHIEVE

(20 March 2008)

	Outcome


	Aim
	LAA Ref
	Actions
	District Update

	Enjoy and Achieve
	
	CYP1
	Encourage more young people to attend activities and sessions offered at district/borough leisure facilities.
	All Districts involved in the development of Extended Services in Schools.

	
	
	CYP1
	Encourage the attainment of excellence in sports.

.
	New Sports Awards evening established in Hinckley and Bosworth (HBBC).

LSA Awards Programme (NWLDC).

	Enjoy and Achieve
	
	HC2.4
	Use Sports Development to create opportunities for young people to participate in sports and activities (i.e. Area Youth Games, Coaching programmes, holiday activities).


	Series of new Club Connect leaflets to be distributed to Hinckley and Bosworth schools and libraries in May 2008 (HBBC).

External funding successful for providing 'street games' within Harborough District Council (HDC).

	
	
	CYP1
	Develop top quality and accessible leisure, culture and play facilities across district/ borough.

	Successful bids to Big Lottery for £200,000 each for development if new play projects locally.  

New Club for Young People agreed for Hinckley and Bosworth - Partnership project that will see a £1.5m new building developed in 2009/10 (HBBC).

	
	
	CG4.2
	To promote Green Gym style activities to children and young people in districts and boroughs.
	Numerous new Multi Use Games Areas established across Leicestershire.  MUGA's provide outdoor space for teenagers.

	
	
	
	In partnership with neighbouring district and boroughs, seek opportunities for funding to support activities and programmes.
	New five-hour cultural offer is being developed for Leicestershire.
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