
LEICESTERSHIRE CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE'S EXECUTIVE

5th SEPTEMBER 2008

DISTRICT COUNCIL ACTIVITY ACROSS LEICESTERSHIRE TO SUPPORT

DELIVERY OF CHILDREN/YOUNG PEOPLE'S AND FAMILY SERVICES
1.
Purpose of Report

To continue to respond to the request from the Board in October 2007 that an update report be presented every six months on consolidated action by Leicestershire district councils to support other agencies and each other in the delivery of quality and responsive services to children, young people and families across the county.

2.
Policy Framework/Previous Decisions


The report is in accordance with the framework for reports previously agreed by the Board.

3.
Background
3.1
Since the last update on 24 April 2008, a number of initiatives have been pursued.  Whilst districts will continue to develop local (district-based) responses to specific needs, increasingly (as colleagues should see from the Appendix), responses are being developed on a multi-district (in some cases all-district) basis.

3.2
The attached Appendix sets out those areas where further progress has been made since April 2008 against each of the 'Every Child Matters' goals.  

3.3
The actions/progress set out in the report in April 2008 continue.  What is set out in this report are the actions over and above what was already being achieved, taking into account the revised Children and Young People's Plan.  The attention of the Board is drawn in particular to the increasing focus being given to: 

*
'safeguarding' training and development specific to district council staff and Members; 

*
improving links to the 'Impact Team' across all districts;

*
an increasing focus on support for children leaving care;

*
the maintenance of CYCLE as a conduit for information;

*
the development of a countywide Play Strategy;

*
the countywide youth project, supported by more robust work on 'Hear by Rights; 

*
preparation for the 2009 Youth Disability Games; and

*
the extensive involvement in the development of Extended Services in Schools.

3.4
Colleagues should be aware also that Member 'Champions' from the districts have continued to be engaged in meetings with the lead Member for the County Council and the Director of Children's Services.  These have been productive and will continue to take place to ensure that there is engagement at the highest levels to cement and embed our partnership working for the benefit of our Children/Young People and Families in the county.  The Member 'Champions' have been invited to the Board meeting to support and discuss the content of this report and its appendix.

4.
Consultation

The views of all seven district councils in Leicestershire have been invited in the formulation of this report.

5.
Resource Implications

Any resource implications have been taken into account in the budgets of the individual councils.

6.
Recommendations

The Executive is recommended to:

(i)
acknowledge and endorse the summary statement of increasingly joint activities of district councils in relation to Children and Young People.

(ii)
note that a further update will be presented to the Executive and the Board in six months' time.

Steve Atkinson

Chair of the Leicestershire District Implementation Group - 

Children Act/Every Child Matters

29 August 2008 
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