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This presentation will show you step-by-step instructions to do a quick search using the Oxford 
DNB Online. Each step shows you the screen image you will see. If you need help, ask a 
member of library staff or ask about our FREE Internet Taster Sessions available in your 
library.

Welcome to

Oxford Dictionary Of National Biography

Click on the left hand button of your mouse to 
view the Oxford Dictionary of National 
Biography Online presentation.

Available FREE from computers in all Leicestershire libraries
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What is the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography?

• Authority articles on people who have   
shaped Britain’s past

• Over 50,000 biographies of men and       
women who have shaped all aspects of      
the British past, from the earliest times to  
the year 2000

• 10,000 expert contributors - 60 million  
words 

• 10,000 portrait illustrations

• A complete picture of all walks of life

• Online access to 50,000 biographies

• Quick search by name or word or 
search in many ways - by date, field,   
of interest/occupation/place of birth / 
education/ residence/death/burial/ 
religious affiliation and more

• Search within the text for places,   
people, institutions, organisations, and 
works of art, music, and literature

• Browse alphabetically or by date
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Step 1: From the Online Reference Library webpage ...

Under Biography
category click on 
the Library Access
link to take you to 
the homepage of 
Oxford Dictionary 
of National 
Biography DNB
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Oxford DNB Online Homepage

Step 2: From the Oxford DNB Online homepage - you can now perform a quick search or browse using 
the links on this page. Here is a simple guide to get you started ...

Click on Logout

anytime when you 
have finished using 
Oxford DNB Online

<Browse> and

<Themes> link buttons

Quick search boxes

Type the person’s name under 
the ‘Search for a person’ in the 
‘Quick Search Now’ box, e.g. 
fawkes  and click the              
button

fawkes
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Step 4: Reading search results

Browse through the search 
results page and click on the 
person you wish to find more 
information on. In this case it’s:
Guy Fawkes - conspirator
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Step 5: Reading the articleOxford DNB Online

Use the content panel to navigate the 
article. Just click on the links. For 
example by clicking on “Historical 
significance’ will take you to that part 
of the article.

Content panel

Click on the image to 
view a larger version. 

To close the new 
window, just click on 
“X”
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Step 6: Exploring other ways to use the DNB Online

Click on the 
Oxford Dictionary of National Biography

logo to return to the home page Use the <Browse> or <Themes> link 
buttons to use the Oxford DNB online 
if you are not doing a specific person 
search.

Just click on the link buttons either 
<Browse> or <Themes> . For 
example by clicking on <Browse> will 
take you to <Browse> page.
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Step 7
Using the browsing options to explore Oxford DNB Online. From this page you can now browse using various 

browsing options ...

Oxford DNB Online

2a. Use the search box to ‘Go to name starting:’
Simply click and type your starting name, e.g 
nelson and then click the            button or ...

2b. Browse by page 
number - simply type in 
the page number you 
want to go to, e.g 45 and 
then click on the              
button

2. Use the <A-Z> links to browse 
alphabetically by simply clicking on the 
letter of your choice or ...

1. Click in the 
radio button to 
select your 
browse option
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Other quick examples to try:

Robin Hood

Gandhi

Pankhurst 

Queen Victoria

Other quick search example to try

Try another quick search to find biographical information about North East painter called Lowry as well as 
wealth left at death by typing your search word as: Lowry and click on the <GO> button 

• Wait for the search results page to load 

• Browse through the search results page

• Point and click on Lowry, Laurence Stephen (1887 - 1976), painter to view the article

• Wait for the page to load on the link you have clicked

• Read the article and scroll down through the article page to to view the wealth left at death 

Oxford DNB Online
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Return to online reference library 
webpage

Access Oxford DNB Online

Thank you 
for viewing step-by-step instructions to use the

Oxford Dictionary of National Biography Online

Please select your option by clicking on one of the links below

http://www.leics.gov.uk/reference
http://www.leics.gov.uk/reference
http://www.oxforddnb.com/

