Children and Young People’s Service Executive 

18th December 2009
Youth Crime Action Plan
Introduction

1. The purpose of this report is to provide the Executive with information about the Children and Young People’s Board’s new responsibilities under the Youth Crime Action Plan, information about the extent to which existing activities meet the needs of the YCAP and some proposals for areas for development, and to ask the Executive to agree how this work is progressed.
2. The attached paper (Appendix A) was presented to the Children and Young People’s Board on 8th October 2009, where it was decided that the CYPS Executive be requested to establish a Task Group to formulate a range of options as to how to reduce custody and improve resettlement arrangements to be submitted to a future meeting of the Board for consideration.
Decisions needed by CYP Executive
3. Since the Children and Young People’s Board met in October, the Head of the YOS has met with the Head of Locality Social Work Services, CYPS, with a view to progressing some of these issues.  The Executive is asked to agree that the Head of YOS and Head of Locality Social Work Services complete an initial piece of work to formulate a range of options, involving other partners as appropriate, to be agreed by the Executive and submitted to a future meeting of the CYP Board.  Executive members are asked to indicate if they wish to be involved in this work.
Proposal
4. That the Head of YOS and Head of Locality Social Work Services be tasked with formulating a range of options, in conjunction with other partners as appropriate, as indicated above.
Equalities issues/implications

5. There is a national over-representation of Black young people in custody, so it is important that the impact on this group of young people in particular is taken into account in the review and planning process.  There is also a need to take account of the specific needs of girls in relation to custody.
Safeguarding issues/implications
6. Those most at risk of re-offending and at risk of custody often have needs relating to keeping safe and are also the group of offenders most likely to present a risk to others, including other children and young people.
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