Children and Young People’s Service Executive 

14th May 2010
Transitions
Introduction

1. The purpose of this report is to provide the Executive with information about the Department of Communities and Local Government (DCLG) review of youth-adult transitions and of the implications for Leicestershire.

2. The DCLG’s Local Analysis Delivery Unit (LADU) recently completed a cross-Whitehall review aimed at better understanding how local strategic partnerships handle transitions for vulnerable young people, what the barriers were and how they could be solved.  The review’s primary focus was on young offenders.  As part of the review, representatives from LADU visited Leicestershire.  This report provides a summary of the outcome of the review and considers how to progress transitions in Leicestershire.
Decisions needed by CYP Executive

3. To note the review and future plans and to agree to include the development of a strategy to improve transitions arrangements in the Children and Young People’s Plan 2011 – 14.  In the meantime, the Executive is asked to consider how best to progress this work, in particular whether a task group should be convened to take this forward.
Proposal
4. That the development of an overall strategy to improve transitions arrangements, particularly for young offenders, is included in the Children and Young People’s Plan 2011 – 14 and that in the meantime this work is progressed, possibly through the formation of a task group.  It should be noted that good arrangements already exist in many service areas, as identified through the LADU review, so these existing arrangements can be built upon.
Equalities issues/implications

5. Developments need to take account of the impact of transitions arrangements on a diverse range of groups.  There is a national over-representation of Black young people in custody and an over-representation of boys in the youth justice system. 
Safeguarding issues/implications
6. The reductions in services at the age of 18 that have been identified by the DCLG could have a significant impact on vulnerable young people and those for whom there are safeguarding concerns.  
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