Children and Young People’s Executive 

15th January 2010

Safer Schools Strategy
Introduction

1. The purpose of this report is to provide the Executive with an update on the Safer Schools strategy.
Decisions needed by CYP Executive
2. The Executive is asked to note the progress on the Safer Schools Strategy.
Background

3. The Safer Schools Strategy was approved by the Executive in September 2008.  The Strategy was developed by the Safer Schools Strategy Group, which oversees the strategy and action plan and which includes membership from the CYPS, Youth Offending Service, Burleigh College, Police, Healthy Schools, and Anti Bullying. The membership has recently been extended to include representation from primary heads.  The Strategy was devised in response to police information that 25% of violent offences occurred in and around schools.  The strategy includes guidance to schools, sources of advice and links to other strategies and Leicestershire priorities.
Developments

4.  Since the launch of the strategy several areas of work have been developed.
5. Briefings have been delivered to Primary and Secondary Head teacher forums on the strategy.  The Strategy has been promoted on the Schools Newsletter and is available on the Education Information System. College principals have also been made aware of the strategy. 
6. Training has been delivered to staff in the Loughborough Learning Schools partnership on using restorative approaches in schools. Police guidance has also been delivered to schools on managing low level offending within the school environment.

7. A conference took place in September 2008 which was addressed by the Chair of the Youth Justice Board, the Director of Children’s Services and a number of academics and practitioners.  The conference was attended by a number of school staff around the county.  Workshops took place on Conflict Resolution in Schools, learning from the Bristol experience of introducing restorative approaches in schools, restorative approaches in children’s homes and working with victims. 
8. A steering group has remained in place to implement the action plan and continue to support the restorative work. This is supported by the YOS restorative justice officer.

9. The Safer Schools Strategy includes information about Preventing Violent Extremism (PVE) and information on Gangs.  The Strategic group is overseeing the delivery of the PVE toolkit to all schools across Leicestershire.  Information on gangs and PVE is fed in from the police and is used to develop an understanding of these issues and respond accordingly.  
10. The YOS anti social behaviour workers, who currently regularly attend school assemblies to raise pupils’ and students’ awareness of anti social behaviour and the age of criminal responsibility will be adding a gang prevention input to their presentation.

11. The Police have strengthened links between schools and neighbourhood beat teams and have developed resources and interventions for schools.

Police review of offending in schools
12. The police have undertaken a new analysis of offending in schools. Over a one year period violent offences (assault, indecency or robbery) accounted for 20% of all offences against young people in Leicestershire.  Of these violent offences, 7% were committed on school premises. The original findings showed that 25% of all violent offences took place on or around school premises. 
13. This appears to be a considerable reduction from the first time this analysis was completed. However, unfortunately, the police have been unable to replicate the original methodology of analysing offending and it must be noted that the original research was in and around schools, thereby increasing the scope for offending. It is unfortunately not therefore possible to demonstrate that there have been reductions in offending in and around schools as a result of the Safer Schools Strategy.  
14. Nevertheless the new research does provide some very useful detailed information which can be used constructively to further reduce this offending. The peak time for all violent offences was between the hours of 3pm-4pm. However there is a mini peak during the school lunch time period where nearly half of all violent offences recorded take place on education premises. There was a relatively even spread throughout the year with a very slight increase in September and March. 
15. The Police will now be reporting annually on the same criteria, so that  year-on-year comparisons can be made and this information will feed into the developmental work of the Safer Schools Strategy Group.  
Equalities issues/implications

16. There are no specific equality issues.
Safeguarding issues/implications
17. The strategy is devised to make schools safer places.
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