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Ofsted Outcomes in Leicestershire Schools/Settings 2008 - 2009
Context
1. Leicestershire has 287 schools, 

· 226 primary schools 

· 54 secondary schools 

· 6 special schools

· 1 pupil referral unit (PRU)

and 1477 early learning and childcare settings

· 3 Childcare on Domestic Premises

· 833 Childminders

· 32 Crèches

· 155  Nurseries

· 106 Holiday Schemes

· 38 Home Childcarers

· 103 Out of School Providers

· 207 Pre-School Play Groups.
2. OfSTED is central government’s inspection agency and currently schools can expect an OfSTED inspection every 3 years in normal circumstances. 
3. OfSTED inspections are graded:-

1)
Outstanding


2)
Good


3)
Satisfactory


4)
Inadequate.
4. Inadequate is subdivided into:-
- Notice To Improve (schools)/inadequate 1 (early years) - performing  

  significantly less well than in all circumstances it could reasonably be  

  expected to perform
- Special Measures (schools) / inadequate 2 (early years) - failing to give 
   its pupils an acceptable standard of education and not demonstrating   

   capacity to improve.
Background - Schools
5. In April 2006 Leicestershire had 13 schools in Ofsted designated categories.
6. In July 2009 this had been reduced to only two schools.
7. A number of factors have contributed to this significant reduction:

-
Hard work by Headteacher, staff and governing bodies

-
Very effective support and intervention by Local Authority

-
A categorisation of schools by the Local Authority

-
Support and challenge presented by School Improvement Partners (SIPS).
8. There were 84 OfSTED inspections in 2008/09 with the following outcomes:

-
13 Outstanding

-
47 Good

-
22 Satisfactory

-
2 Inadequate
9. This indicates that almost 71% of inspections are judged good or better    

     including 16% outstanding.  This is significantly higher than the national 
     average (64%) and compares very favourably with statistical neighbours.   

     Indeed this has been achieved against a backcloth of a national increase  

     in schools being judged inadequate.  It is pleasing to note that the 
     percentage has increased further from last year’s very healthy figure.
Background - Early Years Settings
10.  
From September 2008 all early years’ settings on the Early Years Register are inspected against the Early Years Foundation Stage so that there is parity across all early years’ settings.  Prior to this, there were different criteria for inspectors, depending upon the type of childcare that was on offer. 

11.
Although Leicestershire has 1477 early years’ settings, not all of these are inspected on a 3 year cycle.  Of those settings on the Compulsory Childcare Register and Voluntary Register, only 10% are inspected per year and are classed as compliant and non-compliant.  No grades are given.  These settings come under the categories of:

· Crèches

· Homecarers

· Childminders
)
Only if caring for children

· Out of School
)
5 years and older

· Playschemes
)

12.   There were 527 OfSTED inspections from January 2008 to July 2009;

· 29 Outstanding

· 285 Good

· 173 Satisfactory

· 40 Inadequate 

13.
This indicates that 61% of inspections are judged good or better, including 6% outstanding.  This is higher than the national average (58%) but slightly lower than our regional GOEM partners (63%). 

14.
This has been achieved despite the change of legislation and inspection regime in the way early years’ settings are inspected. These changes in the inspection regime and the move to the Early Years Foundation Stage have particularly disadvantaged childminders who have not had to work in this way before.
Challenges Ahead 
· Confirm no schools in any OfSTED categories and to maintain this figure in 2009/10. 
· Halve the number of inadequate early years’ settings.
· Continue to increase the proportion of schools and early years’ settings judged good and outstanding by OfSTED.
· Refine current School Improvement and Early Learning and Childcare Strategies to reflect the ranges in the OfSTED framework from September 2009.

· OfSTED believes inspections need to be tailored more to a school’s/early years’ settings needs, ie schools/settings judged satisfactory or inadequate in their last inspection will be inspected within three years.  Satisfactory schools that are not improving will receive a one-day monitoring visit between their regular inspections, generally within 12 to 18 months.  Satisfactory settings that are not improving will receive up to 6, 3hour visits between their regular inspections.  
· Schools/settings judged good or outstanding will be inspected less frequently, approximately every five years.  In the intervening years a ‘health check’ report will be published which will not involve an inspection visit.  However, if areas of concern are flagged up, OfSTED will consider whether they need to inspect.  
· Inadequate schools/settings will receive monitoring visits as they do now. 
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