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CYPS EXECUTIVE: 17th ARPIL 2009 – For information
LOCAL PRIORITIES FOR NHS LEICESTERSHIRE COUNTY AND RUTLAND OPERATING PLAN – 2009-10
1. NHS Leicestershire County and Rutland is now planning what it will focus on in the next financial year (from April 2009-March 2010).

2. This planning is carried out within the wider context of our five year strategy, which we developed as part of World Class Commissioning.

3. We are required to follow a number of national priorities, set by the Department of Health.  These are:

· Improving cleanliness and reducing healthcare associated infections;
· Improving access from GP referral to treatment to a maximum of 18 weeks;
· Improving access to primary care – more than half our GP practices now offer extended hours and we are aiming for 100 per cent coverage;
· Keeping people well, improving overall health and reducing health inequalities – this overall priority covers many health areas;
· Improving patient experience, staff satisfaction and engagement;
· Being ready for emergencies.
4. As part of national strategy we also are required to improve access to dentistry, and to show demonstrable improvements to maternity services.

Local priorities

5. As part of our planning we are also currently consulting members of the public on a number of local priorities.  These are priorities we have identified by looking at local healthcare needs, including the joint strategic needs assessments which we have developed with the two local authorities.

6. We are asking the public to put these priorities in order of preference.

7. The priorities are:

(i) We will work in partnerships with Local Authorities to improve health outcomes for children in private children’s homes

(ii) We will continue to provide short breaks to young people with disabilities and complex healthcare needs at age 18

(iii) We will increase speech and language therapies to improve access for children and young people

(iv) We will ensure that all patients with Mental Health problems have access to independent representation

(v) We will improve treatment for patients aged over 50 that suffer from an eye condition called Age Related Macular Degeneration

(vi) We will improve cleanliness and reduce healthcare associated infections in our community hospitals (this reinforces the national priority)

(vii) We will provide ongoing support for patients with HIV closer to home

(viii) We will aim to improve quality and health outcomes for patients with skin cancer

(ix) We will aim to improve sexual health and contraceptive services for our local population

(x) We will develop a local number which patients can use when they need urgent medical attention (this will be developed regionally)

(xi) We will provide a parenting programme for pregnant women and their partners to help them care for their new babies

(xii) We value the work of all the carers that support their families and will work in partnership with the County Councils to offer them as much support as possible

(xiii) We will improve our local continence service and ensure all patients can access care in local settings.

8. The response from the public will help us understand which of the priorities they see as the most important – we can then ensure appropriate information as well as resources are available.

9. In addition, since the priorities were first listed, further conversations have been held within the PCT, for example with the PEC (Professional Executive Committee) and as a result the list may be modified.  
10. The document inviting public comment was sent to several hundred people on our database of people who would like to receive information about NHS Leicestershire County and Rutland.  We also presented the information at community and area forums during the relevant period and publicised the consultation via local media releases.  The closing date was 18 March.  The operating plan will be finalised by the end of the financial year.
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