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1. Background

NI117 measures the average percentage of 16-18 young people who are NEET (not in education, training or employment) over the three month period of November, December and January each year.  This National Indicator is included within both the LAA and MAA.  Leicestershire achieved the 2008 / 2009 target of 4.4% and remains on track to meet the 2009 / 2010 target of 4.2% and the 2010 / 2011 target of 4.0%. 

2. 2009 / 2010 Performance

Locally verified data shows Leicestershire has achieved a three month average of 3.9%, exceeding both 2009 / 2010 and 2010 / 2011 targets, despite the difficult economic conditions.  This will be verified by DCSF in late February.
For December, four East Midland Local Authority areas (Derbyshire, Lincolnshire, Northamptonshire and Nottinghamshire) showed a year-on-year increase in NEET.  Leicestershire (4.0%) ranked as second best performer amongst statistical neighbours in December and, across the country, the only shire counties with lower December NEET percentages were North Somerset (3.9%), Hertfordshire (3.8%) and Rutland (1.9%).
For Quarter 3 (October-December), all East Midland Local Authority areas, apart from Leicestershire, Leicester City and Derby City, showed a year-on-year increase in 3-month average NEET.  Leicestershire (4.1%) ranked as second best performer amongst statistical neighbours for the Quarter and, across the country, the only shire counties with lower average NEET percentages were North Somerset (4.0%) and Rutland (2.5%).

3. Vulnerable groups

Within the NEET cohort, young people with learning difficulties and disabilities (LDD), care leavers and teenage mothers are recognised as being disproportionately disadvantaged.  Leicestershire’s performance in respect of LDD and teenage mothers exceeded the statistical neighbour, regional and national averages (see table below).  For care leavers, performance exceeded the statistical neighbour average but fell below the regional and national average.
	
	LDD NEET
	TP EET
	Care leaver EET

	Leicestershire
	9.0%
	32%
	43%

	Statistical neighbours
	11.9%
	20%
	28%

	Regional average
	11.7%
	27%
	44%

	National average
	13.7%
	26%
	46%


*Vulnerable group figures reflect 16-19 year-olds
4. Raising the Participation Age

By 2013 all 17 year olds must be in education, training or employment with training.  These young people are currently in academic Year 8.  The participation age will rise again for 2015 to apply to all 18 year olds (current Year 6).  
Despite having one of the lowest NEET rates in the country, meeting this target poses a significant challenge to ensure that sufficient provision is available at the right levels to meet the needs of young people who might otherwise drop out of learning.

‘In Learning’ levels for 16-18 year-olds in December 2009 were 83.6%, compared to 82.5% regionally and nationally.  This represents a shortfall of 3,310 young people, who are currently NEET or accessing opportunities, including employment, without training.  ‘In Learning’ levels fall with age, from 93.7% at age 16 to 88.9% at 17 to 71.6% at 18 in December 2009.

5. Recommendations

· that the continued good performance in reducing NEET in Leicestershire is noted

· that partners ensure that relevant staff encourage young people to take up offers of education and training, particularly those in vulnerable groups

· that the 13+ age related sub-group identify further improvements that can support the reduction of NEET amongst vulnerable groups
· that appropriate planning continues to fully support Raising of the Participation Age.
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