
Minutes of a meeting of the Leicestershire Children and Young People’s Service Executive held on Friday 30th May 2008 at 2pm at County Hall.

PRESENT:

Gareth Williams, Leicestershire County Council – In the Chair

	Steve Atkinson
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

	Rosemary Beard
	Connexions LeicesterShire

	Vanessa Bishop
	Leicestershire County Council

	Colin Chinnock
	Leicestershire Learning and Skills Council

	
	

	In Attendance


	

	Michelle Allen
	Leicestershire County Council

	Nigel Farrow
	Leicestershire County Council

	Steve Martin
	Leicestershire County Council


	
	
	Action by
	When

	159.
	Introductions and Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from:

Frances Craven

Lesley Hagger

Kate Kendall

Tony Mulhearn

Helen Thompson

Gareth Williams reported that Frances Craven had broken her leg in an accident whilst on holiday.  He undertook to pass on the Executive’s best wishes to Frances for a speedy recovery.


	
	

	160.
	Minutes of previous meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 4th April 2008 were approved as a correct record.

	
	

	161.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes


	
	

	(a)
	Childcare Sufficiency Assessment Work (Minute 151 b)
It was noted that the Childcare Sufficiency Assessment Work had not been circulated to members of the Executive.
AGREED:

That this item be included on the agenda for the next meeting.


	Action by

LH
	When
27/06/08

	(b)
	Health Services for Children, Young People and Families (Minute 152)
Steve Atkinson confirmed that he had liaised with Gareth Williams over what CYPS/LCC could do to influence government policy with regard to Department of Health target setting to take better account of the needs of children and young people.


	
	

	162.
	Active Involvement of Children and Young People 
Michelle Allen presented a report about the current work programme and activities of the Active Involvement Group and progress being made with adoption of the Hear By Right Standards.
There was an increasing sense of ownership of the active involvement agenda by partners, in particular by the Leicestershire district councils.  The biggest issues to tackle were how best to engage younger children and how to ensure that the workforce understood what active involvement meant.

AGREED:

(a) That the report and the work being undertaken be noted;

(b) That Hear By Rights mapping tools be shared with the Active Involvement Group in order to avoid duplication and identify gaps in service;

(c) To continue to support the creation of Hear By Right ‘Champions’ within services and departments;

(d) That future service plans/projects and initiatives should include actions to involve children and young people from the outset;

(e) To support the development of the Pyramid of Participation to include the views of other children;

(f) That the links between the Council and CYCLe be formalised by the creation of a service level agreement;
(g) That the Chairs of the 0-5 and 5-13 age-related groups be asked to submit papers to the Executive on how active involvement can be developed for these age groups;

(h) That Michelle Allen be asked to bring a further paper to the Executive giving a position statement on the existing mechanisms for securing active involvement;

(i) That Michelle Allen be congratulated on the work done to date to develop active involvement and that Steve Atkinson be asked to pass on to the Leicestershire district councils the Executive’s appreciation for the work they have done on it.

	Action by

FC/LH

MA

SA
	When
5/9/08
12/12/08

	163.
	Children’s Trust Arrangements – working smarter
Nigel Farrow presented a report that set out proposals to ensure that the children’s trust arrangements worked more smoothly and smarter.  The proposals built on the work undertaken at the LCYP Board’s away day on 30th January and on recent discussions by the CYPS Executive.  The recommendations had been developed by a small working group comprising Steve Atkinson, Kate Roberts and Nigel Farrow.
The LCYP Board would be recommended to:

· Agree that its meeting agendas should be split into items for decision, which would need discussion, and items for information, which would only be discussed if requested by a member of the Board;

· Agree that representatives of Adult Social Care and the Leicestershire Education Business Company be asked to join the Board; it was also proposed that the Chair of the School Funding Forum should be specifically invited to attend Board meetings for relevant agenda items;
· Agree the role of the CYPS Executive and the reporting mechanism – the Executive should become more proactive in ensuring the implementation of the Children and Young people’s Plan, setting targets and expectations of the age-related groups and the cross-cutting groups; there should be clarity of reporting by all multi-agency groups to the Executive, either directly or through one of the age-related groups; the Executive should refer specific issues to the LCYP Board for decision or endorsement, subject to agencies’ own governance arrangements.

Nigel tabled a draft work plan of proposed agenda business for the Executive up to the end of 2008.

AGREED:

(a) That the proposed changes to the children’s trust arrangements be recommended to the LCYP Board for approval;
(b) That the Board also be recommended to invite a representative from the higher education sector to serve on the Board;

(c) That the draft work plan be approved, subject to adding the following items at appropriate dates: 
· CAMHS ( presentation as given by the Leicestershire Partnership Trust at a recent SSOG meeting);

· Extended Schools
· Youth Offer;

· New Machinery of Government;

· Behaviour/SEN;

· Joint working with Northamptonshire County Council;

· ‘Horizon-scanning’ issues (eg Government White Papers and consultation documents)

(d) That the work plan be included as a standing item on the agenda for future Executive meetings

	Action by
NF
NF

Action by
NF
BI
	When
18/7/08
18/7/08

When

	164.
	Age-related Subgroups – future work plans
AGREED:
To defer consideration of the future work plans until the next meeting as plans had not been submitted by the 0-5 and 5-13 age-related groups.


	
	

	165.
	Primary Capital Programme
Nigel Farrow reported on a Government initiative to provide grant funding of approximately £15 million to undertake capital improvement works to county primary schools, starting in 2009.  A sum of between £120 to 150 million would be provided nationally.  To access this funding the Council would have to produce a strategic plan in June explaining how its proposals would:
· Raise attainment;

· Reduce the gaps in attainment between the highest and the lowest achievers;

· Reduce surplus places.

There was also the possibility of funding from the Building Schools for the Future programme from 2013.  A new consultation paper had been received that invited the Council to submit, by October, an expression of interest for undertaking the replacement of between 5 to 8 schools.  As part of this process, it would be sensible to look at other funding streams available from partner bodies with a view to delivering holistic solutions with multi-agency campus-based provision.

AGREED:

To note the position.


	Action by

	When

	166.
	Any Other Business

	
	

	
	Play Strategy

Steve Atkinson reported that a meeting of the Leicestershire district councils was taking place next week to discuss the use of funding of £1 million from the DCSF for improving play facilities.


	
	

	167.
	Date of Next Meeting

It was noted that the next meeting would be held on Friday 27th June 2008 at 2pm.

	
	


2pm to 2.45pm
30th May 2008.
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