Minutes of a meeting of the Leicestershire Children and Young People’s Service Executive held on Friday 27 November 2009 at 2pm at County Hall

Gareth Williams, Leicestershire County Council – in the Chair

	Steve Atkinson
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

	Rosemary Beard
	Leicestershire Connexions

	Vanessa Griffiths
	NHS Leicestershire County & Rutland PCT

	Walter McCulloch
	Leicestershire County Council 

	Tony Mulhearn
	Leicestershire County Council 

	Helen Thompson
	NHS Leicestershire County & Rutland PCT


In Attendance
	Liz Deardon
	NHS Leicestershire County & Rutland PCT

	Nigel Farrow
	Leicestershire County Council 

	Beverley Ireland
	Leicestershire County Council


	
	
	Action by
	When

	360.
	Introductions and apologies for absence


	
	

	
	Apologies for absence were received from Francis Craven, Lesley Hagger, Kate Kendall, Francis Lawlor and Anne-Maria Olphert.

Gareth Williams welcomed Liz Deardon to the meeting.



	
	

	361.
	Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 30 October 2009 were approved as a correct record.


	
	

	362.
	Chlamydia Screening Programme: update

	
	

	
	Liz Deardon gave a presentation on progress with the Chlamydia screening programme.  She explained that it had been planned to have a ‘slow’ first half to the year, so the figures for performance to date were in line with the half-year target.
The following points were made in discussion:

· There were particular areas the programme would increasingly focus on, including Looked After Children, young people with learning difficulties and young men.
· There had been a disappointing response to requests to make use of leisure centres and gyms.

· The national average for positive results was 5.4%.
· There were difficulties in providing data on results broken down by ethnicity, etc, as only 1/3 of patients filled out this information on the form.


	Action by


	When


	
	AGREED:

a) to note the information now provided;

b) that Liz Deardon meet with Walter McCulloch and Frances Craven to discuss further how best the programme should engage with Looked After Children and young people with disabilities;

c) that Steve Atkinson be requested include the presentation on an agenda for a future meeting of the District Council Chief Executives;

d) that Liz Deardon be requested to provide information on the results of the tests to members of the Executive when available.


	WM/FC/

LD

SA
LD


	

	363.
	Overview of outcomes in key stage tests and examinations 2009

	
	

	
	Tony Mulhearn presented a report setting out the trend line of Leicestershire results alongside that of national and statistical neighbour averages.
	
	

	
	AGREED:

To note the report.
	
	

	364.
	External inspection of Children’s Services

	
	

	
	Nigel Farrow presented a report setting out the inspection regime for children’s services, which had changed radically from 1 April 2009.   It was noted that the annual rating for Children’s Services, which formed part of the Comprehensive Area Assessment, was due to be published on 7 December.  

It was suggested that the 10 day inspection of safeguarding and services for children in care might take place sooner rather than later.  The inspection would look at structures beyond those of the local authority, to include services provided by partner agencies.
It was reported that CYPS were taking the new Ofsted regime extremely seriously in the light of outcomes of inspections that had taken place in other local authorities.


	Action by


	When


	
	AGREED:

a) to note the report;

b) that members communicate the contents of the report within their organisations;

c) that members be requested to nominate representatives to join the proposed Inspection Preparation group.


	All

All
	

	365.
	Update on Serious Case Reviews

	
	

	
	Walter McCulloch provided a verbal update on the position with outstanding Serious Case Reviews.    

	
	

	
	AGREED:

To note the update.


	
	

	366.
	Breastfeeding report and progress report towards achieving Baby Friendly Accreditation

	
	

	
	Vanessa Griffiths presented a brief outline of the National Strategy and NHSLCR’s progress against national targets, and a summary of actions being taken to increase breastfeeding rates, attain targets, support breastfeeding mothers and adapt UNICEF Baby Friendly Initiative principles.
The following points were made in discussion:

· Children’s Centres had been championing breastfeeding over the last 18 months, including committing funding, peer mentors and providing breastfeeding cafes.

· District Councils and the Local Authority were willing to offer further levels of ‘in kind’ support.

· The Baby Friendly Initiative principles were very prescribed and had been largely progressed separately to the breastfeeding initiatives in the County.


	Action by

	When


	
	AGREED:

a) to note the report;
b) that a small group (Lesley Hagger, Rob Wade and representatives from NHSLCR commissioning team) be convened to look at the issues surrounding breastfeeding and the Baby Friendly Initiative and report back to a future meeting of the Executive.


	LH/RW


	

	367.
	CYPP: Half year performance

	
	

	
	Nigel Farrow presented the half year performance report for the Children and Young People’s Plan (2008-2011) performance framework.  The discussion focussed on the indicators that were showing red, as follows:
Reduction in the rate of teenage conceptions

Tony Mulhearn reported that he was the new Chair of the Strategy Board.  The Board had been reconfigured into an Executive Group and a larger reference group.  The GOEM Teenage Pregnancy Adviser had confirmed that the Strategy was not missing any obvious measures.  The Executive Group would focus on ensuring that the measures were more successfully implemented.

Increase proportion of children and young people receiving treatment for drug/alcohol misuse
CYPS was working closely with the Drug and Alcohol Action Team (DAAT); the commissioning of services was being looked at.  The focus would be on alcohol-related issues and on preventation and early intervention.
Core assessments for children’s social care carried out within 35 working days
It was noted that there was currently inconsistency around how assessment services were supplied.  This was a process issue which would be resolved.

Progression by 2 levels in English between Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2
There was currently very high achievement at Key Stage 1.  CYPS were working with Key Stage 2 schools to encourage them to be more aspirational.  Resources were being directed at particular schools, which were expected to improve.  It was noted that ¼ of children taking KS2 tests, did so after moving school at the beginning of Year 6 – outcomes were generally not as high for these children.

Young people from low income backgrounds progressing to higher education
Further discussion of this topic was required, at which it might be useful to have the input of Aim Higher.

	Action by


	When

	
	AGREED:

a) to note the performance report;

b) to indicators included in the report which can no longer be measured being deleted from the framework;

c) that reports on the following red indicators be requested for future meetings:

· Reduction in the rate of teenage conceptions;

· Increase proportion of children and young people receiving treatment for drug/alcohol misuse
· Young people from low income backgrounds progressing to higher education – invite Aimhigher.


	TM

FC

TM/RB

	

	368.
	Information and data sharing between partners: update

	
	

	
	Nigel Farrow presented a report updating the Executive on progress with improving performance data sharing and accessibility between partners.

	
	

	
	AGREED:

a) to note the report;

b) to note the online places where data is being shared currently and encourage greater use of them;

c) to request Isabel Merrifield to bring a report to a future meeting on how this work can be carried forward.


	IM

Action by

	When

	369.
	Future Items

	
	

	
	The Executive considered the schedule of future agenda items.

AGREED:

The list of future agenda items with amendments suggested at the meeting.


	BI
	

	370.
	Any Other Business


	
	

	(a)
	Chairmanship of the Executive

	
	

	
	Gareth Williams thanked Steve Atkinson for chairing meetings of the Executive in his absence.

	
	

	371.
	Date of Next Meeting

	
	

	
	It was AGREED that the next meeting would be held on Friday 18 December 2009 at 2pm.


	
	


The meeting closed at 3.20pm
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