Minutes of a meeting of the Leicestershire Children and Young People’s Service Executive held on Friday 17 April 2009 at 2pm at County Hall

PRESENT:
Steve Atkinson, Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council – in the Chair

	Rosemary Beard
	Leicestershire Connexions

	Vanessa Bishop
	Leicestershire County Council

	Frances Craven
	Leicestershire County Council

	Anne Marsden
	Family Action

	Anne-Maria Olphert
	Specialist Child Community Health Services

	Helen Thompson
	NHS Leicestershire County & Rutland PCT


In Attendance
	Nigel Farrow
	Leicestershire County Council

	Phil Hawkins
	Leicestershire County Council, Youth Offending Service 

	Janet Hutchins
	NHS Leicestershire County & Rutland PCT

	Beverley Ireland
	Leicestershire County Council

	Steve Martin
	Leicestershire County Council

	Jane Melville
	Leicestershire County Council, Youth Offending Service

	Katie Phillips
	Leicestershire County Council


	
	
	Action by
	When

	275
	Introductions and apologies for absence


	
	

	
	Apologies for absence were received from Lesley Hagger, Kevin McCann, Tony Mulhearn, Kevin Peers and Gareth Williams.  It was noted that Gareth Williams would be unavailable to attend meetings for at least 3 months, as he had been appointed temporary Director of Children’s Services at Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Council.

Steve Atkinson welcomed Katie Phillips and Janet Hutchins to the meeting.


	
	

	276.
	Minutes of the previous meetings
The minutes of the meeting held on 13 March 2009 were approved as a correct record, subject to the following corrections, that:

a) Frances Craven be added to the list of those present;

b) Minute 273(a): Laming Report
i) the final bullet point be amended to read “A new Child Health Strategy was being published.”

ii) b) be amended to read “That Helen Thompson discuss with Vanessa Bishop local safeguarding issues relating to the Child Health Strategy.”

iii) c) be amended to read “That the new Child Health Strategy be brought to a future meeting of the Executive.” 

	Action by
	When

	277.
	Matters arising from the Minutes


	
	

	(a)
	Safeguarding – post Haringey: update: (a) Laming Report (Minute 273(a)) 


	
	

	
	It was noted that the report requested on the Consultant’s review of Leicestershire County Council’s safeguarding files was being finalised and would be presented to the next meeting.

	
	

	278.
	Chlamydia Screening: update

	
	

	
	Janet Hutchins and Katie Phillips presented an update on progress against the targets for the Chlamydia screening programme.  Janet explained that she had taken over as the leader on the programme.

It was noted that over 70% of the screenings had taken place in the second half of the year and represented a huge effort on the part of the team.  They were now in a better position to see what approaches worked to achieve a more challenging target in the coming year.

Katie Phillips explained how the opportunity was being taken when the team went into schools to promote wider messages about safer sex.

The following points were raised in discussion:

· The majority of the voluntary sector bodies engaged in this area were City based and not in a position to contribute to the County’s figures.

· Smaller sites would be relatively expensive to resource and would probably be aimed at ‘hard to reach’ or vulnerable groups.

· As final figures had not yet been released, it was not clear how well Leicestershire had done compared with other East Midlands authorities, although it was believed to be in the middle.  Leicestershire had been part of Phase 3 of the programme; Phase 1 areas, having started earlier, have generally performed better.

· Schools had offered considerable support, often taking the opportunity offered by the presence of the screening programme to focus a day on sexual health matters.

· There was work to be done on analysis of positive results to establish which groups resources should be focussed on; however, it was important to ‘normalise’ the screening programme, so that any young person felt comfortable about taking the test.

AGREED:

a) to note the content of the presentation; 

b) to commend the team on the progress towards the targets made in the second half of the year;

c) that a letter should be sent by the Lead Member for Children’s Services to thank head teachers for their support for the programme;

d) that further reports on progress be submitted to the Executive in October 2009 and April 2010.
	Action by

NF

JH/BI
	When


	279.
	IMPACT Project: update

	
	

	
	Phil Hawkins and Jane Melville presented a report updating the Executive on the IMPACT project from December 2008 to April 2009.  It was noted that the Project was funded solely by Leicestershire County Council.

It was also noted that the Project did not involve young people in interviewing for IMPACT workers and it would take time to identify, CRB check and train suitable young people to assist in this.  However, it was suggested that it might be possible to approach the young people already trained, checked and used by Connexions


	Action by

	When



	
	AGREED:

That the contents of the report be noted and that Connexions be approached for appropriate young people to assist with interviews.


	JH
	

	280.
	District Councils – Performance update

	
	

	
	Steve Atkinson presented an update on the activity of the District Councils in supporting the delivery of services to children, young people and families.  He reported that there would be a presentation to Leicestershire Children and Young People’s Board on 23 April, focussing on safeguarding, street trading, early years physical activities and play partnerships.
Phil Hawkins commented on the problems with increasing misuse of alcohol and the work being done through a RIEP programme on underage sales.  There was a role for district licensing committees in enforcement.  It was suggested he should attend the next meeting of the Leicestershire District Implementation Group (Children’s Act/Every Child Matters).

The following points were made in discussion:

· District Councils had discussed the extent to which they could offer apprenticeships to young people.  It was noted that Leicestershire County Council was also looking at how it could improve its offer of employment and/or training to young people, especially in relation to the rehabilitation of young offenders.

· Free swimming for under 16s, which some districts had given greater emphasis than others in the summary report, was available across the County.
· A request was made for greater integration of information in future reports.
	PH/SA

	

	
	AGREED:
To note the content of the report.


	Action by
	When

	281.
	Comprehensive Area Assessment (CAA): briefing paper

	
	

	
	Nigel Farrow presented a briefing paper on the introduction of the Comprehensive Area Assessment (CAA).
It was noted that there would be a ‘mini JAR’ at some point during the next 3 years, lasting one week.  There would also be 2 day annual visits to Social Care Access Teams, for which it was not expected to receive any notice.  The first of these were expected to being on 20 April, in other authorities, and the processes would become clearer over time.

	
	

	
	AGREED:
a) to note the content of the report; and

b) to receive a further report when further details and timetables are known.


	NF
	

	282.
	Future Items

	
	

	
	The Executive considered the schedule of future agenda items.

AGREED:

The list of future agenda items with amendments suggested at the meeting.


	BI
	

	283.
	Any Other Business

	
	

	(a)
	Information, Advice and Guidance for young victims of sexual abuse

	
	

	
	Frances Craven reported that an issue had arisen over whether the content of the information, etc offered to victims of rape was age appropriate for younger victims.  Concerns had been raised by the parents of a victim.
AGREED:

That a working group, consisting of Anne-Maria Olphert, Anne Marsden, Bob Parker, a Police representative and a NHSLCR representative be set up to examine the current information, advice and guidance available.


	Action by

FC


	When

	(b)
	Safeguarding Training

	
	

	
	Steve Atkinson reported that the safeguarding training amongst district councils’ staff was highlighting issues regarding communication that would need to be discussed at a future meeting of the Executive.

	
	

	284.
	Date of Next Meeting


	
	

	
	It was AGREED that the next meeting would be held on Friday 15 May 2009 at 2pm.


	
	


The meeting closed at 3.15 pm
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