
Minutes of a meeting of the Leicestershire Children and Young People’s Service Executive held on Friday 15 January 2010 at 2pm at County Hall

Gareth Williams, Leicestershire County Council – in the Chair

	Steve Atkinson
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

	Rosemary Beard
	Connexions LeicesterShire

	Vanessa Griffiths
	NHS Leicestershire County & Rutland PCT

	Francis Lawlor
	Leicestershire Learning and Skills Council

	Walter McCulloch
	Leicestershire County Council 

	Anne-Maria Olphert
	Children’s Community Health Service

	Helen Thompson
	NHS Leicestershire County & Rutland PCT

	Nikki Thompson
	Barnado’s


In Attendance
	Nigel Farrow
	Leicestershire County Council 

	Tracy Green
	Leicestershire County Council

	Rosemary Palmer
	Leicestershire County Council

	Wendy Poynton
	Leicestershire County Council

	Mark Thomas
	Leicestershire County Council


	
	
	Action by
	When

	383.
	Introductions and apologies for absence.

	
	

	
	Apologies for absence were received from Frances Craven, Lesley Hagger and Tony Mulhearn.
Gareth Williams welcomed Nikki Thompson and Tracy Green to the meeting.



	
	

	384.
	Minutes of the previous meeting.
The minutes of the meeting held on 
18 December 2009 were approved as a correct record, subject to the following amendment:-
to make minute 374(b) (External Inspection of Children’s Services) refer to Andy Foskett as a representative of Voluntary Action LeicesterShire, not Voluntary Action Leicester.


	RP
	

	385.
	Safer Schools Strategy – Annual Update.

	
	

	
	Wendy Poynton presented a report which provided an update on the Safer Schools Strategy.

The following points were made in discussion:

· The police had undertaken a number of specific initiatives to reduce violence in schools.  The next meeting of the Safer Schools Strategy Group would focus on these initiatives.

· It would be helpful for future reports to contain a detailed breakdown of offences in schools and the impact of the programme.

· The report should provide more evidence of the impact of activities aimed at making schools safer.  Currently, the main focus was on preventative work and informal intervention.  The Strategy Group would need to develop a broader evidence base in order to record the impact of these activities.  

· Although no specific equality issues were identified in the report, an equality impact assessment should have been carried out.  It would be helpful if the report alluded to this.


	Action by
	When

	
	AGREED:

a) that the progress on the Safer Schools Strategy be noted;

b) that a report providing details of offences committed in schools be submitted to the meeting of the CYPS Executive in May 2010.


	WP
	14/05/10

	386.
	Substance Misuse.

	
	

	
	Mark Thomas presented a report which outlined the planned reconfiguration of young people’s substance misuse services in Leicestershire.

The following points were made in discussion:

· Substance misuse services were currently commissioned by the PCT.  If this was to change, the PCT would require one year’s notice.  Between January and March the PCT developed its local operating plan; services could be changed for the 2010/11 financial year during this period.

· Widespread consultation would have to be carried out if a reconfiguration of the service was proposed.  The PCT was not likely to be carrying out any consultations between the ‘purdah’ period before the next general election.

· Nationally and locally drugs and alcohol had been key features of Serious Case Reviews.  It would be important for the substance misuse service to be particularly aware of young people in transitionary services, young people who were also parents and young people who witnessed drug and alcohol use in their home environment.

· There had been a 76% increase in the number of young people accessing substance misuse services.  Concern was expressed that the increase in substance misuse reflected poorly on the Healthy Schools programme, however it was suggested that the increase could be due to a combination of work recently undertaken on legal highs, the development of an outreach model of work and more cases being identified as treatment than were previously.


	Action by
	When

	
	AGREED:

a) that the proposed redirection of resources from current treatment services to build capacity within CYPS be agreed;

b) that the range of initiatives aimed at reducing levels of drug and alcohol use by young people in Leicestershire be noted.


	MT
	

	387.
	Local Operating Plan Framework.

	
	

	
	Vanessa Griffiths presented a report providing a summary of the proposed Local Operating Plan for NHS Leicestershire County and Rutland for 2010/11.  It was noted that there was little specific reference to children in the Plan.

NHS LCR was working with local and regional partners to improve efficiency and productivity across the system.  This included the Total Place pilot and Public Service Board, the Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland Next Stage Review and World Class Commissioning.  It was important that the Executive understood how the Leicestershire Children and Young People’s Board was aligned with these arrangements


	
	

	
	AGREED:

a) that the content of the paper be noted;

b) that a summary paper setting out the current arrangements for multi-agency Bodies be circulated to all members of the Executive


	VG

Action by
	22/01/10

When

	388.
	Sexual Assault Referrals.

	
	

	
	Vanessa Griffiths presented a report setting out the recommendations made by the National Support Team for Responses to Sexual Violence following a visit made on 28-29 October 2009 to assess Sexual Assault Referral Centre provision for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland.  She also presented a number of statistics received from the police which would be circulated to all members of the Executive during the following week.

The following points were made in discussion:-

· It was hoped that the data could be compared with that of other authorities.

· The report should also be submitted to the Leicestershire and Rutland Safeguarding Children Board (LRSCB) to ensure that safeguarding issues were accelerated.  It was noted that DCI Peter Jackson was also doing a piece of work on sexual assault for the LRSCB which may feed into the actions suggested in the report.

· The report contained errors in a number of job titles and names of organisations.


	
	

	
	AGREED:

a) that the report be referred to the LRSCB with the request that they report back to the Executive on the actions to be take in response to the recommendations;

b) that the Home Office be contacted and asked to correct the job titles and names of organisations that were currently incorrect;

c) That a progress report be submitted to the next meeting of the Executive;

d) That the statistics received from the police be circulated to all members of the Executive via email.


	WM/VG

WM

VG

VG/BI
	

	389.
	Obesity: National Childhood Management Programme – Action Plan


	
	

	
	Helen Thompson presented a report on the outturn position in relation to weighing and measuring children in reception and year six, as part of the national programme in the last academic year.

The following points were made in discussion:

· Concern was expressed that there was a rising trend in obesity amongst primary school children, despite the number of Healthy Schools in the County.  It was suggested that work undertaken by the PCT on this issue should link into the Healthy Schools initiative.  The PCT was also aiming to provide timely feedback to headteachers; this would ensure that obesity was linked to Healthy Schools where appropriate.

· There was anecdotal evidence that a number of parents did not want their children to be weighed.  It was suggested that an article in Leicestershire Matters could encourage parents to agree to having their children weighed and remind them that the service was confidential.


	Action by
	When

	
	AGREED:

a) that the NCMP results for 2008/09 be noted;

b) that the action plan included as Appendix 2 to ensure that coverage in 2009/10 exceeds performance targets be approved;

c) that an article encouraging parents to permit their children to be weighed be put in Leicestershire Matters.


	HT
	

	390.
	Review of Management of Specialist Services: Update.


	
	

	
	Walter McCulloch presented a report on the planned restructuring of Specialist Services for Children.

The proposed new model was based on the triage service operated by the East Midlands Ambulance Service, which was carried out from a central base with specialist staff for each geographical area.  It was hoped that this model would ensure that local knowledge currently held by locality teams was not lost.


	
	

	
	AGREED:

That the planned restructure be noted.


	
	

	391.
	Protocol between LSCB and LCYP Board.


	Action by
	When

	
	Walter McCulloch presented a protocol which set out the governance arrangements and roles and responsibilities of the CYPB and LRSCB in their work on behalf of children and young people in Leicestershire.

The following points were made in discussion:

· It was suggested that the protocol should contain explicit details on the reporting arrangements for Serious Case Reviews.

· The current Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland Training Subcommittee was being disbanded.  The LRSCB would consider the training plan for April 2010 onwards at its meeting in March.  This would also address issues of delivering training to the voluntary sector.


	
	

	
	AGREED:

That the protocol and comments now made be noted.


	
	

	392.
	Future Agenda Items


	
	

	
	The Executive considered the schedule of future agenda items.

AGREED:

The list of future agenda items with amendments suggested at the meeting.


	BI
	

	394.
	Date of Next Meeting

	
	

	
	It was AGREED that the next meeting would be held on Friday 12 February 2010 at 2.00pm

	
	


The meeting closed at 3.25 pm
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