

Minutes of a meeting of the Leicestershire Children and Young People’s Executive held on Friday 11th January 2008 at 2pm at County Hall.

PRESENT:

Gareth Williams – Leicestershire County Council – In the Chair

	Steve Atkinson
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

	Rosemary Beard
	Connexions LeicesterShire

	Frances Craven
	Leicestershire County Council

	Nigel Farrow
	Leicestershire County Council

	Tony Mulhearn
	Leicestershire County Council

	Carolyn Savage
	Learning and Skills Council

	Helen Thompson


	Leicestershire County and Rutland PCT

	In attendance 
	

	Michelle Allen
	Leicestershire County Council

	Beverley Ireland
	Leicestershire County Council

	Steve Martin
	Leicestershire County Council


	
	
	Action by
	When



	122.
	Introductions and Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Vanessa Bishop, Lesley Hagger and Helen Millar of Leicestershire County Council and Anne Marsden of the Family Welfare Association.

Gareth welcomed Michelle Allen to the meeting. 

Gareth also reported that Flick Schofield was on secondment to Ofsted for a year and Vanessa Bishop would be taking over her role in the meantime.


	
	

	123.
	Minutes of Previous Meeting 
The minutes of the meeting held on 
14th December 2007 were approved as a correct record.

	
	

	124.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes


	Action by
	When

	
	(a) HPV Vaccinations
Helen Thompson agreed to follow-up the actions arising from the presentation given at the last meeting.
(b) School Health Profile
Tony Mulhearn confirmed that Mark Roberts had contacted him with a view to devising a communication plan.
(c) Children and Young People’s Plan 2008-2011
Nigel Farrow reported that the development of the Plan was on target and a first draft would be produced in February.

	HT
	

	125.
	Active Involvement of Children and Young People

Michelle Allen presented a report on the current work of the Active Involvement Group and progress of the Hear By Rights LAA target, which was expected to be achieved.  She explained that there were pockets of good practice, in particular, the Pyramid of Participation, T2C and Jitty but work was now needed to progress to the next level.  Areas for future work included encouraging CYCLe to take a more active role in day-to-day work; promoting active involvement among younger children and developing means of measuring the success of initiatives that arose out of consultation with young people.

Gareth congratulated the Group on their achievements, highlighting that they had been cited by GOEM as a model of excellence but warned against complacency, commenting that current involvement was fragmented and had not included primary school children.  He also suggested that feedback had not always been given to young people about the service.  It was noted that the CYPS would be producing a ‘child friendly’ version of the JAR report.  

Frances Craven also highlighted the need to reach vulnerable groups, such as travellers’ children and disabled children.  Michelle acknowledged that there was room for improvement in the existing structures to include additional groups.

Michelle suggested that it would be helpful to do some work on what children felt about living in their neighbourhoods or districts.  Steve Atkinson noted that work had been undertaken in this area but that District Councls seemed to be reluctant to talk about the work they had done.

Nigel Farrow spoke of the importance of strengthening the accountability of the Age-Related Groups to the Executive as one means of monitoring the work being done and he suggested that a business plan be produced in the next few months for the Executive to consider, following the further deliberations of the Strategic Implementation Group.

Whilst there was provision for young people to be appointed to serve on the Children and Young People’s Board, Gareth stressed that it was important to avoid tokenism.

AGREED:

(a) To note the report and the work being undertaken;

(b) To note the developments with the Local Area Agreement Hear By Rights target and thank officers for the work that had been done;

(c) To actively promote the creation, within partner organisations, of Hear By Rights ‘Champions;

(d) To encourage all partner organisations to carry out a current audit using the Hear By Rights mapping tool;

(e) That partner organisations be encouraged to include actions to promote and develop active involvement for children and young people in their future plans;

(f) To recommend partner organisations to nominate a lead person for active involvement/Hear By Rights in order to promote the standards at all levels; 

(g) That a proposal for consultation with the Age-Related Groups on the best means of engaging with children and young people be produced, to be circulated to members of the Executive for information; 

(h) To bring forward plans to strengthen existing links between the Children and Young People’s Executive, its Age-Related subgroups and the Leicestershire Children and Young People’s Board with individual groups, such as CYCLE and T2C, and formalise a structure of accountability between school councils, district youth councils and, through CYCLe, with the Executive and the Board; and                   

(i) To receive an update in two months time, together with a business plan.
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MA/NF
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	When

When

7/3/08

	126.
	Review of Student Support Service: Behaviour Support and Provision
Frances Craven reported that Jeanette Veira had been appointed as the new Head of Behaviour and Attendance.  The report, which the Executive had received at their meeting on 14th December 2007, had now been updated to include information from Connexions and the next meeting of the Stakeholder Group would be 23rd January 2008.  Future work would include making links to the Emotional Health and Wellbeing Strategy and producing models that could then be investigated in depth.
AGREED:
To note the update.


	
	

	127.
(a)
	Any other business
Secretary of State’s ‘Children’s Plan’
It was AGREED that the meeting to be held on 8th February 2008 should be given over solely to consideration of the ‘The Children’s Plan: Building Brighter Futures’ published by the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families on 11th December 2007.

	BI
Action by

	8/2/08
When


	(b)
	Age-Related Subgroups
Helen Thompson commented that she would like to better understand the steer and relationship between the Executive and the Age-Related Subgroups.  Tony confirmed that the lead officers for each group met internally, on a monthly basis, but that they would find it useful to talk with someone who attended all three groups.  He also suggested that a work plan for the Executive, arising from the Children and Young People’s Plan, could provide a useful framework for the Groups to operate within.
AGREED:

That a work plan for the Executive be produced.


	NF
	

	(c)
	Key Health Providers
Helen Thompson suggested that it would be useful to invite representatives of the 3 other key health providers in the County to attend a meeting.  

AGREED:

To invite Michael Clayton of UHL, Anne-Marie Olphert of Specialist Community Child Health Services and Mike Hodgkinson of CAMHS to attend the April meeting of the Executive.


	HT
	

	(d)


	JAR: Report
Nigel reported that a draft of the report had been received and commented on: a pre-publication version of the final report would be received on 30th January (embargoed to 19th February), which he would circulate to colleagues.  The final report would be formally published on the 19th February.


	NF

Action by
	When

	128.
	Date of Next Meeting

It was NOTED that the next meeting would be held on Friday 8th February 2008 at 
2.00 pm.

	
	


The meeting closed at 14.46 pm
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