Children and Young People’s Service

Executive 12th December 2008

1. Purpose of the Report

To inform the Children and Young People’s Executive of the work being undertaken in relation to Active Involvement for children 0-13 years

2. Background

Listening to young children is not a new concept but one which now has legal backing under the Childcare Act 2006.  In this a duty was placed on local authorities stating they must have “regard for the views of young children in the design, development and delivery of early childhood services” (Childcare Act 2006).   More recently it has been announced that a new Law has been passed which places a stronger emphasis on schools hearing the voice of pupils.

Leicestershire’s Children and Young People’s Plan 2008-11 reflects our commitment to listening to both children and young people by identifying Active Involvement as a key priority.

The Pyramid of Participation has ensured that Leicestershire has structures in place to involve young people; however this is less advanced in relation to the younger age groups. 

Active Involvement 0-5 and 5-13

Research carried out by the National Children’s Bureau clearly states that children under 3 can participate in decisions about food, clothing, who they want to be with and activities they take part in.  Those aged 3-5 can also become involved in decisions such as their immediate environment, routines, rules and conflict resolution.  

Reporting to the 0-5 Group and 5-13 Group respectively, and to the Active Involvement Group, 0-5 and 5-13 Active Involvement sub groups were established earlier this year with membership from across the trust.  Key areas of work include

· sharing good practice,

· supporting the development of the Active Involvement Strategy 

· identifying issues and possible ways forward.

0-5 sub- Group

The sub group has met three times, one of which was supported by Lucy Williams from the Young Children’s Voices Network.  NCB’s Young Children’s Voices Project (YCVN) has been supporting 20 Local authorities to set up networks of practitioners who focus on listening to young children and exploring ways in which young children’s views can feed into local decision making.  

There has been interest from two locality partnerships to pilot Early Years Voices Networks as trialled in other Local Authorities.  Pilot projects would need to consider 

· how it will complement the current “early years networks”

· the relationship to parent/carer involvement.

If successful this could also inform and be part of the Healthy Tots work currently being designed.

Outcomes expected from the projects should include:

· A change in attitude towards young children’s involvement in service design

· Promoting and sustaining good listening practice within settings

· Improving outcomes for children (ECM) 

· Supporting us to meet the duty placed upon us

· Promoting and supporting those from more excluded groups of children including disabled children 

The National Youth Agency is also working in Partnership with NCB’s YCVN in order to make the Hear By Right Standards more accessible for this sector of the workforce

5-13 sub-Group
The group has identified that there is some excellent involvement practice happening already, in particular some school councils.  

In 2006 a School Council survey was carried out in Leicestershire, of which 185 out of 287 schools responded.  Within this, training was identified as a significant need.  In order to address this, funds have been identified to train two members of the healthy schools team in School Council UK training.  They will then offer training to approx 20 schools during the Summer Term.  In addition to this a school council enhancement module is currently being developed by the healthy schools team and is planned to be available from spring 2009.  
Work has also been carried to further extend the membership of the Children in Care Council in order to include younger children.  Naturally, there will be an ongoing process needed to continue to recruit younger children. This should be helped by the creation of an additional Children’s Rights Officer.

Suggestions made to further our involvement work with this age range include “creative participation” training, a younger children’s website, and children’s conferences.  However, these would have resource implications.  
Recommendations

(i) To note the report and the work being undertaken.

(ii) To request that the 5-13 and 0-5 governance groups include Active Involvement as a key priority in their work programmes for 09/10.

(iii) To recommend the Early Years Voices pilot projects in Charnwood and Hinckley and Bosworth be considered by the Local Strategic Partnerships.   This will give the opportunity to identify a model which could work across the county and therefore fulfil the duty to listen to younger children

(iv) To consider the need for an identified budget for active involvement for younger children 
Equal Opportunities 

By carrying out this work we are attempting to address any age inequalities

Safeguarding Implications

Policies will need to be in place to ensure that participation is safe.  This would include covering consent, safety, protection and complaints

Michelle James

Active Involvement Officer 
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