
STATEMENTOF THE 
DIRECTOR OF THE CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S SERVICE
 AT THE MEEING OF THE CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE ON 5 DECEMBER 2008

 

The response of the Secretary of State to recent lapses in safeguarding practice out side Leicestershire
In a letter dated 1st December 2008 Ed Balls asks all authorities:

· To take stock of 
the effectiveness of safeguarding practice in their own areas. 
· Directors, Lead 
Members and members of the LSCB are urged to ensure that they scrutinise day to day practice effectively.
· Serious Case Reviews that have been judged inadequate are to be examined locally by a panel chaired by an independent person to reconsider the review. 
The Interim findings of Lord Laming's Report

In a letter to Ed Balls dated the 1st December 2008 Lord Laming summarises early findings of his review. His comments are confined to three issues about the production of Serious Case Reviews and can be summarised as follows:
· SCRs must be chaired by in objective, appropriate independent person.

· All documents must be made available to the chair of the SCR

· Local Safeguarding Children’s Boards must produce an executive summary of the SCR for publication (the main document remains confidential).

 

Actions taken since the receipt of the Secretary of State’s Letter 
· The Chief Executive is reconvening the Laming Group (a cross authority group of partners from health, police, the County, the City and Rutland and the Local Safeguarding Board) to ensure that safeguarding practice is effectively reviewed across Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland. 

· The Director of Children’s Services has started to review safeguarding practice in Leicestershire against the findings of the Haringey Joint Area Review Report. Once the review of Leicestershire’s strategy has taken place we will work with the CYPS Board and the Laming Group to ensure that our partnership working remains effective. 
· The Director of Children and Young People’s Services has written to Lord Laming so that the views of Leicestershire CYPS are reflected in his report. 
· The Director of Children and Young Peoples Services is working with DCS colleagues across the East Midlands top identify independent, experienced and competent individuals who can chair Serious Case Reviews.

· The Directors of Children and Young Peoples’ Services for Rutland, Leicester and Leicestershire and the independent Chair of the Rutland, Leicester and Leicestershire Local Safeguarding Board are in regular contact as the issues arising from the tragic events in Haringey unfold.
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