Summary as circulated to School Governors

Children and Young People are invited to Find Your Talent

Find Your Talent is a £2.5 million, Government-funded “pathfinder” scheme, trialling methods to involve Leicester and Leicestershire's 250,000 children and young people in five hours of cultural activities per week –principally through its Young Ambassadors programme which is recruiting 16 teams of young people to devise and deliver their own cultural activities.

Led by Leicestershire County Council, Leicester City Council and Creative Partnerships, it is the largest of the 10 national schemes and the only one in the East Midlands and is working under the theme of LeicesterShire Young Ambassadors.

The Young Ambassadors themselves will act as commissioners and co-producers of activities, building on a series of awareness-raising and consultation events with children and young people launched at the new Curve theatre Leicester in September, when 200 children and young people from 26  schools attended.
Find Your Talent aims to offer children and young people the chance to try out different cultural and creative activities both in the classroom and outside.  It's about helping them to discover new things, to express themselves, to develop a passion and to make the most of their talent.  Whether it is music, art, film, theatre, dance, digital media, exploring libraries, museums or heritage, Find Your Talent is for every child and young person, up to 19 years, whatever their ability.

Find Your Talent is funded by the Department for Culture, Media and Sport, the Department for Children, Families and Schools, Arts Council England and the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council.

It aims to reach up to 250,000 young people in the area, including 100,000 people from hard-to-reach groups, by 2011.  Some limited activities began in the Autumn 2008, but the programme will start properly from January 2009  and will include opportunities for students to visit the theatre, museums, arts and music events and participate in a broad range of activities.
For further details of how to get involved, email talent@leics.gov.uk, or ring Mick Fattorini on 0116 305 7305 (0116 305 7128 until 1 November) or Davey Ivens (recently recruited and starting employment in the near future).
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