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0-5 GROUP PROGRESS REPORT – JUNE 2009
1.
2007/8
1.1 The group first met on 18th June 2007.  At this meeting it agreed its Terms of Reference and fully discussed what each representative could bring to the meeting and expected to take back to their respective organisations.

1.2 At its September 2007 meeting the group agreed a draft work programme with work streams as follows:

· Nursery Education Funding Pathfinder

· Early Years Outcomes Duty

· Extended Services
· Early Learning and Childcare Sufficiency

· Making Good Progress Pilot

1.3 At its meeting on December 2007 the group agreed to have a standardised agenda as follows:

· Key presentations and discussion

· Reports from the work streams in the work programme

· Items from the 5-13 and 13-19 groups

· Group member items for sharing

· Information (eg data monitoring - circulated prior to the meeting with time for questions and discussion)

1.4 The February 2008 meeting identified the need to map current services across the 0-5 age group.  This was planned for the April 2008 meeting.
1.5 During 2007/8 the group discussed the following issues, in addition to the work programme:

· Bookstart

· Children’s Information Service – Mystery Shopping and Parent’s Guide to Money

· Access Centres

· Family Literacy and Numeracy

· Portage

· Specialist Nurseries

· Children and Young People’s Plan

· NEET boys

· Youth Offer

· Targeted Services

· Sustainable Community Strategy

· ICAN and Early Talk

· Under 5’s CAF

· Health Visitors

· Early Years Foundation Stage

· Teenage Pregnancy

· Safeguarding

· Learning to Read

· Treasure Chest

· National Year of Reading

· Family Support Strategy

1.6 There are 35 members of the group.  All meetings were very well attended by all agencies with an average of around 25 people at each meeting.  Group members have challenged each other, raised questions and issues that have been responded to and followed up, contributed to consultations and shared vast amounts of information.
1.7 At the end of each meeting group members have been asked whether or not the meeting was useful and what could be done to improve it for the future.  Group members have all felt that the meetings have been a good use of their time and that it has positively contributed to partnership working and a better understanding of the 0-5 agenda across agencies.

1.8 Minutes of the meetings are available on the LCC web site.

2.
2008/9
2.1 The meeting on 14th April 2008 took the form of a workshop during which agencies mapped out their current service provision to the 0-5 age group and their families as follows:

· Pre-birth

· At birth

· At 3 months

· At 9 months

· At 1 year

· At 2 years

· At 3 years

· At 4 years

· At 5 years

The key issues identified were:

· Fewer services at age 2 than any other age

· Wealth of services kick in at age 3

The key questions were:

· How to provide more universal early support and universal preventative services?

· How to provide services to those seldom heard/how to ensure services are accessed?

· How to ensure that services are well provided after diagnosis?

· How to sufficiently recognise the role of the voluntary sector?

2.2 Group members agreed to take these issues back into their own organisations and to re-visit this picture at a future date to monitor change.

2.3 Additional work streams were agreed during the year and sub-groups established to deliver them as follows:
· Hear By Rights/0-5 Active Involvement

· Children’s Centre priority services

· 0-5 Physical Activity

· Young Mothers’ Rights to Maternity Leave

· Play Strategy

· Narrowing The Gap

· Effectiveness of Approach (Impact)

· User Satisfaction

· Healthy Tots

· Baby Friendly

2.4 During 2008/9 the group discussed the following issues, in addition to the work programme:

· Aiming High

· Early Years Capital Programme

· Child Poverty
· Early Years Foundation Stage Profile Data

· Family Outreach Workers

· Voluntary Sector Review

· Free Swimming

· Find Your Talent

· CAMHS

· Bridges

· Young People and Homelessness

· Self-Assessment for Young Parents

· First Time Admissions

· Every Child a Talker

· Bercow Report

· Performance Monitoring

· CAF

· ASD and ADHD Pathways

· Sustainable Community Strategy and Local Area Agreement

· Young Carers

· Obesity Strategy

2.5 The group has continued to meet bi-monthly and is well attended.  Most of the group members are involved in sub-groups that move forward the work streams.
2.6.
Minutes of the meetings are held on the LCC web site.
3.
2009/10
3.1 At the time of writing this report the 0-5 has met once, in April 2009.  At this meeting the group commented on:

· Every Child a Talker

· Obesity Strategy and Action Plan

· 0-5 CAF

· 10 Year Childcare Strategy Refresh

· Child Health Strategy

· One Children’s Workforce Framework

· Emotional Well-Being and Mental Health Strategy.

3.2 The group is keen to ensure that it does more than receive and comment on reports.  Ensuring that information items are restricted to pre-circulated papers and reports is important.  The Work Programme with its relevant sub-groups will help to ensure that the group can continue to be ‘active’.

Lesley Hagger

27th May 2009
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