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[image: image2.wmf]Counting is a crucial part of the mathematics curriculum for all children, particularly those in the Foundation Stage.  Regular practice helps to develop a secure understanding of the number system.

Children need to be motivated to count – try to provide a selection of interesting objects. Here are a few ideas …

· Count shells/creepy crawlies/jewels etc. hidden in the sand
· Count the spots on a domino – put dominoes with 7 spots in a hoop
· [image: image3.wmf]Count how many beads you can thread in a minute
· Count how many conkers you need to balance your shoe
· Count how many cups of tea (not real!) you can pour from the teapot
· Count the children playing in the sand / the children in the line
· Count how many bricks will fit in a box

· Count how many pencils are in the pot – are there enough?

· Count how many pieces of treasure you can fish out of the water

· [image: image4.wmf]Count how many buttons will fit on your palm

· Count how many blue things you can collect in a minute

· Count the number of hats in the dressing up box

· Count all the red buttons from a box containing a mixture of buttons

· Count the number of small balls you can make from a ball of dough

· Count the number of skittles you can knock down in one go

· Count the pennies in a purse

· Count the number of letters in your name

· [image: image5.wmf]Count how many toy cars are in the car park

· Count how many bugs there are in the box

· Count how many circles you can see in the classroom

· Count how many ‘nice’ objects you can fit in a film canister

· Count how many bears fit in a ‘house’

· Count the number of eggs you can find on a treasure hunt

· Count how many boxes you need to make your model

· Count socks on a washing line

· [image: image6.wmf]Count how many biscuits you have made

· Count how many pieces in a jigsaw

· Count toy farm animals in a field

· Count the number of cakes that will fit in a tin

[image: image7.wmf]Extend counting to:

· SOUNDS   (try with eyes closed)                                                                                                                                           

· count claps / foot stamps / finger clicks

· count coins / beans dropped into a jar (use 2p or 10p coins to count in 2’s or 10’s)

· count the notes played on a chime bar / the beats on a drum

· MOVEMENTS 

· count jumps / footsteps / wing flaps

· count the number of times a ball is thrown and caught

· [image: image8.wmf]count the turns of a skipping rope

· THINGS THAT MOVE AROUND

· count bubbles blown into the air

· count the number of woodlice found under a log

· count the number of fish in a tank

· count the number of boats floating in the water tray

· THINGS THAT CANNOT BE SEEN (they are hidden)

· count toy cars under a cloth

· count the number of balls in a bag

· THINGS THAT CANNOT BE TOUCHED (they are at a distance)

· count the rectangles in a window

· count how many lights on the ceiling

· count the number of paintings on a display

· [image: image9.wmf]THINGS THAT CANNOT BE MOVED (they are fixed)

· count how many children/cats/cars you can see in a picture

· count the prickles on a hedgehog (stick pasta spines into a playdoh body)
· count the beads on a necklace

Children need to understand that counting is useful!!!! It’s not just an activity the teacher asks you to do. Make the most of everyday opportunities that make counting relevant.

· [image: image10.wmf]Count the number of straws you need for everyone to drink their milk

· Count the number of children who are having a school dinner

· Count the number of aprons you need for the children who are cooking

· Count the number of paintbrushes needed for the whole group to paint

· Count the number of children needed in each team for a game

· Count the number of clipboards needed for a school trip
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