CONSULTATION WITH PUPILS ON OPTIONS FOR CHANGE IN SCHOOLS IN MELTON MOWBRAY AND THE 
VALE OF BELVOIR
INTRODUCTION
As part of the consultation process, a series of meetings were held with pupils in Melton and the Vale of Belvoir in order to ensure that there was a representative pupil voice.

The format for these meetings was as follows:

· A brief introduction to the reasons for the review

· An explanation of the options contained in the consultation booklet

· An analysis of each option focussing on both the advantages and disadvantages

· An opportunity to vote on preferences

In addition, for primary pupils an initial activity enabled pupils to share their views on what their ideal school would be like.
In all the meetings, pupils engaged fully with the process and were able to debate both sides of each option.  In some groups new options were suggested by pupils.

ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES
Pupils’ responses were analysed to identify key themes and to record the advantages and disadvantages of each option as seen by pupils.  These responses are summarised in this report.

In discussion of all the options, the following points were frequently raised:-

· Size of School
· concerns about transferring from small primary to large school, pupils felt that transferring from primary to high is already daunting

· some pupils preferred the small and friendly school, both primary and high

· some parents/pupils have deliberately chosen small high school in preference to large 11 – 18 school

· issues related to whether teachers would know you, your ability and how to learn

· concerns about safety and security, whether there may be more fights, bad influences, bullying and litter

· concerns about organisation of lunchtimes and transport

· concern re. time to move around large building

· it was felt that if Melton schools were large, some pupils would choose the school at Bottesford as it was smaller

· Age range
Some pupils felt the presence of older pupils aged 18/19 would be overpowering and that they might be threatened by them

· Friendship groups
Pupils were divided on this issue, some preferring to remain with the same friends in an 11 – 18/19 school, while others felt making new friends at 14+ was a positive opportunity
· Building issues
-
Pupils were concerned that new buildings would inevitably mean less open space for outdoor activity including play

-
Pupils were keen to see “gold standard” facilities especially in I.T. and P.E.

· Post 16 provision

Overall, pupils favoured a Learning Centre because:-

· they were emotionally mature at 16 and could deal with the change

· they would welcome a change at 16
· they liked the idea of all students coming together
· they felt there would be a real focus on learning
· it would offer a wide range of options and courses
· it was seen as flexible, possibly providing a ‘drop in’ opportunity for students wishing to combine work and study
· pupils would make a definite decision to attend rather than just staying on
· you could wait till 15/16 to make your decision about staying on
Some pupils, however, preferred the choice of Post 16 that 2 11 – 18 schools would give.
· Specialisms

Pupils liked the idea of having more specialisms

· Attainment and Achievement
· Pupils generally felt remaining in one school through to age 16 would improve attainment and achievement because teachers would know you well, how you learn, what you need to focus on improving and there would not be the issue of having to get to know new groups of friends

· A particular point raised was the change in timing of external assessment with some modules being assessed very early after transfer to KE7.  One male student had performed badly in his first module and he attributed this to his concentration on adjusting socially in his early weeks at the school.
SUMMARY OF VOTES
	
	Total No.

Pupils
	OPTION

1
	OPTION

2
	OPTION

3
	OPTION

4
	OTHER OPTIONS

	LFHS


	23
	0
	0
	3
	2
	12

	JFHS

	42
	0
	3
	28
	1
	-

	BHS

	52
	0
	10
	28
	7
	-

	KE7

	40
	2
	0
	9
	15
	5

	Primary 
Group 1

	17
	1
	2
	13
	0
	-

	Primary

Group 2


	11
	1
	2
	13
	0
	-

	Primary Group 3


	9
	0
	0
	1
	3
	5

	TOTAL
	193
	4
	17
	95
	28
	22


Other options suggested by pupils and students:

· 3 x 11 – 16 schools plus Learning Centre (LFHS) (3 votes)
· 1 x 11 – 19 at Bottesford 2 x 11 - 16 in Melton plus Learning Centre (LFHS)

· 2 small 11 - 16 and 1 large 11 - 19 in Melton, 11 -16 at Bottesford (LFHS)
· 1 ‘super school’ for all pupils (LFHS)

· 2 ‘super schools’, 1 in Melton, 1 in Bottesford (LFHS)

· 11 -18 in Bottesford, Melton status quo (Primary Group 3)

· 11 -18 at Bottesford, 2 x 11 - 16, 1 x 11 – 19 in Melton (Primary Group 3)

· Transfer at end Yr 8 (KE7)

· 3 x 11 – 16 in Melton plus Learning Centre (KE7)  (8 votes)
GROUP OF PUPILS CONSULTED

SECONDARY

	
	Yr 10
	Post 16
	School Council
	Year 6
	Year 9
	KS3

Mixed Group

Yr 7 - 9
	TOTAL

	BHS
	
	
	14
(Yrs 6 – 9)

	21
	17
	
	52

	JFHS
	
	
	
	
	
	42


	42

	KE7
	10
	9
	11 
(Yrs 7 – 12)

	
	
	10
	40

	LFHS
	
	
	14 
(Yr 7 –  8)

	
	9
	
	23

	TOTAL
	10
	9
	39


	21
	26
	52
	157


PRIMARY
	
	Yr 3
	Yr 4
	Yr 5
	Yr 6
	Total

	GROUP 1
(Bottesford

Hose

Redmile

Waltham)
	1
	4
	12
	0
	17

	GROUP 2
Grove

Captain’s Close

Old Dalby
	
	
	6
	5
	11

	GROUP 3
Brownlow

Sherard
	
	
	4
	5
	9

	TOTAL

	1
	4
	22
	10
	37


Pupils clearly identified that each option has advantages, disadvantages and issues.
These are shown in the following summary as:
Advantages

+






Disadvantages   
-






Issues


?

OPTION 1 (Specific)

	+
-
	Most pupils were in favour of Bottesford becoming an 11 – 16 school.  However, some Year 6 pupils expressed concern about lack of challenge in their primary schools where there were mixed aged pupils

	+
	Pupils felt that the change at Year 5 could affect performance in Key Stage 2 SATs.



	-
	It was preferable for pupils to travel from Bottesford at 16 although this was still difficult


	-
	Pupils raised the issue of Bottesford being C of E controlled, querying whether this would affect a multicultural dimension and deter those of different/no faith.



	?
	There was concern that parents would make decision re. transfer at age11 on basis of their wish for their child to continue Post 16.  Some pupils felt the 11 -1 6 would be less popular.



	+
	Many pupils felt that it was better not to change at 14 because you would concentrate on your GCSE’s.



	-
	Concern that some pupils would have to move into Post 16, some would not and the size of 11 - 19 school as too large




OPTION 2

	-
	Post 16 provision – concern about gaining a place in the school you wanted and also the range of options available.



	+
	The 2 smaller sixth forms were preferred by some pupils, particularly because they were less likely to be forgotten.



	?
	They felt there should be flexibility to access your courses at either school.



	+
	The choice of school was seen as good and the size was preferable.



	-
	There was concern that Bottesford pupils would still have to change at 16+, and join an established school.



	?
	There was a view that all choices would be available at KS4 and Bottesford pupils should be able to access courses they wanted.



	+
	It was felt that it was good that Bottesford pupils could choose which school to join for Post 16.



	?
	Pupils asked why Belvoir would not have a sixth form, whilst acknowledging travel is easier at age 16.



	+
	This option would spread the pupils across the town more equally.



	-
	Concern that one school may attain a better reputation for Post 16 provision.  



	-

	It would not be viable to fund two sixth forms.



	+/-
	Pupils liked the idea of continual progression 11 - 18 but there may be limitation on choices in the Sixth Form



	-
	2   11 -18 schools would lead to rivalry between the schools.




OPTION 3
	+
	Pupils felt they were better able to deal with change at 16+ because of emotional maturity

	+
	All schools would be on an equal footing

	+
	Strong support for Learning Centre for reasons given 

	+
	Pupils felt it was good for Post 16 students to be separate because younger pupils could be adversely influenced by them

	-
	For Bottesford pupils there would still be considerable travelling involved.

	-
	There would be issues of isolation of the Post 16 students

	+
	Pupils would be more dedicated because they had chosen to attend the Learning Centre.

	?
	Would there be good links between the Learning Centre and schools

	?
	Would the quality of provisional be watered down in comparison with current  provision at KE7 with its wide range of ‘A’ levels

	?
	Would the Learning Centre affect the number of courses for 11 -16 year olds?

	?
	Would it affect attainment if teachers only had experience of Post 16.

	?
	Would staying on rates be affected by a move to a Learning Centre (both positive and negative views expressed)


OPTION 4

	+
	Pupils felt their parents know the current system and could be cross if there were changes, particularly if they were already prepared to move to a particular school

	-
	Unfair if Bottesford not allowed to change 

	+
	Good for pupils to move out of a village at 14+

	-
	Prefer to change at 16+ because it is too much to change at 14+ and do GCSE’s.

	+
	Some pupils felt they are ready to move from small primary at end of Year 5

	-
	Pupils in Melton Mowbray felt it was better to do KS2 SATs in their Primary School

	-
	Some pupils at BHS felt 2 changes i.e. 10+ and 14+ were unsettling although they saw change as a necessary life experience

	+
	Better to transfer at 14+ because it allows more time to settle before ‘A’ Levels.

	+
	System supports sport well because of numbers of pupils in the 14 – 19 schools

	+
	Current system provides progression in terms of school size.


GENERAL ISSUES
· Accessing the options you want

· Heads should pool their resources

· During transition, could pupils move back to their original school?

· A minority suggested a super school in Melton or 2 very large schools,  one in Bottesford and one in Melton.  But they stressed these should be organised on a unit basis for different ages or key stages.

· Concern that building work could cause disruption to learning and that this should be minimised.
· Pupils asked if there was a difference in attainment at age 16 between pupils from Sarson Centre and the other high schools.
CONCLUSION
The vast majority of pupils felt there needed to be a change, particularly to allow KS2 pupils to remain in their Primary Schools but also to allow KS3 pupils to remain in one school through to Key Stage 4.

Over 50% of pupils felt that Option 3 or a derivative of this would be the most favourable.
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