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TRANSFORMING LEARNING IN LOUGHBOROUGH, QUORN AND 

BARROW UPON SOAR AREAS 

FIRST STAGE OF CONSULTATION SUMMARY REPORT 
Background

In February the County Council received a response from the Government to an ‘Expression of Interest’ for Building Schools for the Future (BSF) funding, which indicated that  £80 million could be made available to transform the secondary and special schools in the Loughborough, Quorn and Barrow upon Soar area.
BSF is about much more than new or improved school buildings. It will provide: a unique opportunity to raise standards by building on school excellence; open up a wider and more accessible choice of learning opportunities; and provide a greater focus on the individual needs of our children and young people. Any funds we secure will be used to refurbish, remodel or rebuild schools, to provide improved ICT facilities and to ensure there are wider benefits to the community. This is a real chance to significantly improve facilities that are no longer fit for purpose – providing 21st century schools for this and future generations.

In BSF, the transformation process will be expected to address any attainment issues, such as: the transition between Key Stage 3 and 4; and any groups of students who are currently underperforming.  Consideration also needs to be given to the decline in student numbers in recent years and removing surplus places in schools.

Hence our proposals for schools in the area have to be ambitious and visionary. The government has made it clear that BSF must deliver significant improvements, and cannot simply be used to replace what already exists.

Consultation Process
The first stage of consultation commenced on 8th June 2009 with the distribution of approximately 16,500 consultation booklets to a wide group of stakeholders in the Loughborough, Quorn and Barrow upon Soar areas.  The consultation included the staff, governors and parents of pupils in all of the secondary, primary and special schools, as well as others with an interest in delivering services to children and young people. 

Monday 15th of June 2009 was the first of 34 consultation meetings held in secondary and primary schools, and the Ashmount Special School, attended by approximately 765 stakeholders and many children and young people. 

Consultation Questions Posed 

The first stage of consultation specifically sought views on:

· the current “three tier” organisation of schools. Nationally, the majority of local authorities now tend to follow a two tier model of primary schools plus 11-16 (with separate post-16 provision) or 11-19 schools;

· what was valued in the current system of supporting children’s learning; and 
· how the County Council might best use BSF funding to transform secondary and special education and develop the wider community use of the schools.

The main frequently asked questions arising from the consultation meetings and the answers provided to these have been posted to the dedicated webpage www.leics.gov.uk/loughboroughbsf.  

Number of Responses Received
The period of consultation closed on the 20th of July 2009, and a total of 292 responses had been received, through the post or on-line from parents, pupils, teachers, school governors and community representatives. A summary of the responses received is provided in Appendix A.
What the Responses have told us
An analysis of the responses received has demonstrated that:

· there is a preference to develop ‘through secondary schools’ to address the issues of transfer at age 14 and lower than expected levels of achievement Key Stage 4 as compared to Key Stage 3.  However opinions are divided in terms of the preference for 11-16 or 11-19 schools, and the provision for post-16 students;

· there is some preference for local and small sized schools (4% and 3% respectively) but this is not strong;
· whilst there was strong support for the inclusion of De Lisle School within the consultation meetings, only a small percentage of respondents (5%) have expressed a view regarding achieving equity; 

· similarly whilst there was strong support for the development of an area special school within the consultation meetings, only a few responses have made reference to this; and

· pupil’s preference also supports “through secondary schools” and they showed willingness to travel to an alternate school which offered access to their chosen subjects (providing school transport is made available). They wish all new school buildings to be environmentally friendly and they are excited about enhanced ICT systems which support more innovative and flexible ways of learning.
Conclusions / Next Steps

The outcomes of the consultation have now been reported to the County Council’s Cabinet. The responses received show the preference is to change the current organisation of schools in the area, by developing through secondary school provision, either on a 11-16 or 11-19 model (with inclusive or separate sixth form provision). However, no decisions have been made at this stage. There was also support for:

· the development of Ashmount School as the next Area Special School, and 
· the inclusion of De Lisle Catholic Science College in the BSF programme, to recognise faith school provision and build upon its good work in supporting the wider schools partnership. 

Once the Government invites the County Council to proceed to the ‘Readiness to Deliver’ stage of BSF, the consultation we have already undertaken will strengthen our position. As yet though, there is no clear indication from the Government as to when this might be, and this could just as possibly be in the autumn term, or some time next year. However we will be using our best endeavours to press our case as early and strongly as possible.

During the next few months the outcome of the first stage of consultation will be used to help develop a detailed solution for the schools in Loughborough Quorn and Barrow, and will be used as the basis for a second round of consultation once the Government approval to proceed is given.

Appendices

Appendix A. Summary of responses to the first stage of consultation 

Appendix A
TRANSFORMING LEARNING IN THE LOUGHBOROUGH, QUORN 
AND BARROW UPON SOAR AREA
SUMMARY OF RESPONSES TO FIRST STAGE CONSULTATIONS AS 
AT THE CLOSE OF THE 20th JULY 2009.
	Preference
	No. of Responses
	Percentage of Responses

	11-16 school
	61
	21

	11-19 school
	58
	20

	Changes made to current school organisation
	53
	18

	Generally favour change
	28
	10

	No change required
	21
	  7

	Equity for De Lisle
	16
	  5

	Local Schools
	12
	  4

	Local community access
	12
	  4

	Smaller schools 
	  9
	  3

	Other general comments made
	  8
	  3

	Improvements to existing school premises
	  8
	  3

	Preference specialist provision         (inc gifted / bright young people)
	  6
	  2

	Total
	292
	100


	Type of School
	No. of Responses
	Percentage of Responses

	High
	122
	42

	Primary
	 96
	33

	Upper
	 55
	19

	Special
	10
	  3

	Not Specified
	  9
	  3


	Group Responded
	No. of Responses
	Percentage of Responses

	Parents
	180
	62

	Staff / Governors
	 66
	22

	Pupil
	 36
	12

	Not Specified
	   5
	  2

	Other (Community & Local Residents)
	   5
	  2


