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	1. NAA has been made aware of commercially produced materials which have been independently designed to support the completion of the FSP. Some appear to promote an approach that is contrary to existing NAA advice, and clarification has been requested in order to establish the relationship between these materials and the FSP.  The decision to purchase and undertake supplementary assessments is a matter for the management of the school and the Foundation Stage practitioners but it is NAA’s statutory responsibility to ensure that implementation and moderation requirements are supported and fulfilled.

2. NAA advice is as follows:

3. It is not possible to complete any part of the FSP ‘in an instant’, and a ‘one-off’ assessment – especially in the form of a test - cannot be used to complete any part of the FSP. Children cannot be said to have reached or attained a particular Scale point as the result of a single activity. Judgements must be based on observations of children’s consistent behaviour over a period of time through interpreting a range of evidence. The process of collecting information about children’s learning is a critical part of the assessment process, and is vital in order to ensure that the judgements made against the 13 scales produce data that is accurate and reliable. FSP Moderators cannot accept single examples of adult directed assessment as evidence of a child attaining a FSP scale point
4. Products such as interactive games based software that children complete independently and claim to enable practitioners to complete aspects of the FSP as the result of a one off response are not consistent with this advice. It cannot substitute collecting evidence from observations. Similarly, products such as test materials that require Foundation Stage children to respond to a series of pre-set questions using a computer screen or a booklet are contradictory to NAA guidance. The results of these ‘one off’ responses cannot be considered to be equivalent to the attainment of specific scale points. 

5. A summary of the NAA position on the process of assessment is as follows:

i. Evidence is collected as an on-going process through

· The practitioner’s knowledge of the child

· Information from a range of contributors 

· Observation of self-initiated activities

· Collection of anecdotal “significant moments”

· Focussed Assessments

ii. When making a judgement for the FSP, practitioners should draw on at least 80% of evidence from knowledge of the child, observations and anecdotal assessments, and no more than 20% of evidence from adult directed or focussed assessments.

iii. Judgements are made through assessing behaviour that is demonstrated consistently and independently in a range of situations. It will need to demonstrate that the child’s confidence and ‘ownership’ of the specific knowledge, skill or concept being assessed.

iv. No supplementary assessments are required in addition to completing the FSP nor is there any expectation that they should take place. 

Contextual information

6. Practitioners whose Settings are in receipt of the Nursery Education Grant are required to implement the Foundation Stage Profile at the end of the Foundation Stage. The relevant parliamentary order is:
2003 No. 1327
EDUCATION, ENGLAND
The Education (National Curriculum) (Foundation Stage Profile Assessment Arrangements) (England) Order 2003
7. The section ‘Practitioner assessment (4) states that:

(5) Practitioners who are responsible for the completion of foundation stage profiles and responsible persons who are responsible for ensuring the proper conduct of such profiles shall have regard to the Document in conducting the assessment of children and in relation to the completion of foundation stage profiles.

“the Document" is identified as the “Foundation Stage Profile Handbook”
8. The FSP Handbook (“The Document”) identifies the nature and process of assessment in the Foundation Stage. It states that:

· “Throughout the foundation stage, as part of the learning and teaching process, practitioners need to assess each child’s development in relation to the stepping stones and early learning goals that form part of the Curriculum guidance for the foundation stage. These assessments are made on the basis of the practitioner’s accumulating observations and knowledge of the whole child. By the end of the final year of the foundation stage, the Foundation Stage Profile will provide a way of summing up that knowledge.”

· “For each scale point, the judgement made should represent your assessment of the child’s typical attainment, in the sense that while a child’s behaviour may vary somewhat from day to day and from context to context, the assessment made is the best description of the child’s achievement.”

· “The use of the Foundation Stage Profile rests on the assumption that teachers build up their assessments throughout the year on a cumulative basis, from ongoing learning and teaching. The Profile has been designed to reflect this process and can be completed periodically throughout the year, using the evidence from ongoing assessment, to record the achievement of particular items in the scales.”

9. In March 2005, Margaret Hodge wrote to CEOs stating that:

“I am concerned that some LEAs may be placing unnecessary burdens on reception teachers by asking for other assessments to be made in addition to non-statutory requirements.  Anecdotal evidence suggests that, in some areas, reception teachers are being asked to complete, for example, baseline assessments or assessments against the Key Stage 1 curriculum, as well as the Foundation Stage Profile. I would be grateful for your cooperation in ensuring that reception teachers are not asked to undertake additional non-statutory requirements.”
10. In 2005, additional training materials entitled ‘Observing children building the profile’ were produced by NAA to continue supporting practitioner’s knowledge and understanding of using observational assessment to inform judgments for the FSP. They reaffirm the process of assessment as being based on ongoing observations and it states that:

· “The importance of observation is often misunderstood, but effective early years teaching cannot happen without it. It is an essential skill for foundation stage practitioners.”
· “Assessments for the Profile are not one-off events but arise from the assessment of children across a range of contexts over time.’ (Building the Foundation Stage Profile training materials, 2004). A wide range of evidence on each child’s learning needs to be built up over a child’s time in throughout the foundation stage in order to make these assessments.”
· “To maximise opportunities for gathering useful evidence of learning it is important to observe children at play and in their own self-chosen activities rather than planned adult-led and more narrowly focused activities. By their very nature these adult directed activities are bound to produce more predictable responses from the children. They are therefore likely to cover fewer aspects of learning or profile scales and are more likely to show evidence of learning which the staff may already be aware of.”
· “Typically, practitioners collect a wide range of information for every child in the foundation stage based on the breadth of sources of evidence as shown in Handout 3 (of Observing Children Building the Profile). The size and extent of these Profiles will vary from child to child. In order to ensure some consistency in approach between the different foundation stage settings and schools, and to minimise written record keeping, the following principles will be useful:

1  The starting point for assessment is the child, not a predetermined list of skills.

2  Observations and records show what the child can do – their significant achievements – not what they can’t do.

3  Practitioners observe children as part of their daily routine.

4  Children are observed ‘in play, in self-initiated and self-chosen activities as well as planned adult-directed activities’.
5  Observations are analysed to highlight achievements, needs for further support and used for planning ‘what next?’

6  Parents’ contributions to the assessment process are central.

7  Children are involved and encouraged to express their own views on their achievements.”
11. The ‘Implementation And Moderation Of Foundation Stage Profile Assessment 2005 Annual Monitoring Report’ identified one of the Key Findings as: 
· “The continued use of supplementary assessments in the final year of the Foundation Stage often replicates Foundation Stage Profile data or undermines the nature of a ‘profile’ by focussing on isolated skills and knowledge. Some additional assessments that are being undertaken consist of pre-set adult directed tasks that are not connected to the Stepping Stones or Early Learning Goals, are time-consuming and bureaucratic to complete, produce information that is unusable by practitioners to inform planning and are inconsistent with the principles of effective early years pedagogy.” 
12. The report recommends that:

· “Where supplementary assessments are being undertaken, practitioners, senior managers and moderation managers need to ensure that they do not undermine the principles of effective early years pedagogy. Testing of children in the Foundation Stage is not supported by NAA or DfES and neither is the use of test data as evidence for making judgements in the Foundation Stage Profile.”
13. In 2006 the Consultation document for the Early Years Foundation Stage was published. It further reaffirmed the national position on the appropriate approach to assessing young children’s development and learning by stating that:

· “It is important that practitioners ensure that they observe closely what children can do, and use those observations as the basis of assessments and planning of the next stages of children’s development .”
· “Schedules, routines and activities must flow with the child’s needs, with practitioners planning for individual children using sensitive observational assessment. There must be no tests for children at any stage within EYFS”.
“In an early years context, assessment for learning means:

· assessment based on observations of the children and their responses in a variety of situations;

· sharing observations with the child. Photographs of the children in action, or looking together at some of their work, can help discussion here;

· talking with children and their parents about what the children enjoy doing and what they find difficult;

· planning, which includes the children’s own views and responses and those of their parents.

· the involvement of parents and carers in this process is central and needs to be seen as a two-way process where parents and practitioners both contribute. Parents and carers know their children best and have views about what is right for them, which must be respected. Their own observations of what their child is doing at home are an important part of the complete picture of the child’s development and achievements, which practitioners need to build upon.”



Jan Dubiel

Principal Officer Foundation Stage Profile
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