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“I was looking for an activity

which involved surveying jjﬁ, |
hedgerows. This page has i

saved me time, as it's S
wonderfully laid out, and very (24

Informative, especially for )

gathering all the plant
details.”
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Ancient trees recorded In
Ancient tree survey Leicestershire & Rutland

Ancient trees
recorded in
community survey

@® Ancient trees
designated as
County Wildlife Sites
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Hedgerow survey

“Hedgerows are particularly important
in Leicestershire and Rutland as the
two counties have a low percentage of
woodland cover. Hedges act as a
substitute habitat and as corridors
linking other habitats. Hedgerows are
important habitat for many species of
bird, bats and insects. Older or more
species-rich hedges have greater
biodiversity value.”

Leicester, Leicestershire & Rutland
Biodiversity Action Plan.
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Pondamonium survey ponds recorded in

Pondamonium sSu rvey Leicestershire & Rutland 2004 - 2008
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Hop, Skip & Jump
hare and rabbit survey

Hare and rabbit records in
Leicestershire & Rutland
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Ladybird survey

PCTURE: ALGTAR LANGHAM { TR8M.0

TED: Lizzy Peat studies ane of aur native ladybirds, which are under threat from the invading foreign harlequin ladybird
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w Asian species
of ladyhird has been noted to be
spreading across the UK and
swhere in Europe.

It has lead tn native ladybind
specles beingunder threat
“The harlequin isa better com-
petitor and eats more food than
nativespecies.

“Their voracious appetite also
means that if food is short they
can turn toeating sm dler Brit-
Ay eggs
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 ladybird which poses a deadly
hreat fo native species could be
coming to a garden near you.

Wildlife experts have confirmed.
ti:at the harlequin ladybird has been
otted in Leicestershire and Rut-
l‘nrlbe{irsmma
+ Iadybird hes a huge sppetite
mbhles upnativeladybirds, but-
esandaphids

ners’ leaders have alsowarnied

ldreinerops,

life enthusiast Glenys Penter,

stall, spotted the bug when vis-
a chirchvard in Ketton, Rut-

awenkagn.

Eraphs were sent to experts
county council's commumnity

age initiative {(CHI) who con-
d it was one of the dreaded in-

dlife experts say they are heen
nd out if it was an fsolated case
people 1o let them
uw:ltht'} seeany! similar.
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people record
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“The last thing we want is for peo-

Ie ta take these matters into their

wn hands and start stamping on

‘hem.
“If they got the wrong ladybirds
at could Ieed to their decline even

deker’

T adult bug is abont Tmm long.
er than the seven-spot ladybird
vetathe]

5 ul&ex black and red or orange

perts say the greedy ladybird's
e appetite is to blame for i out-
npeting other species,
0 harlequin, which ariginally
nes from south -Asia, was first
=i in_the south of England
two yesrs ago and has been
adingnorth ever since.
i thought the species arrived in
{#ain on imported trees or plants
ur garden centres,
Experts sy that in parts of Amer-
ica and other couniries, the harla-
nuins have completely wiped out
sher smufm irds,
ity Buglife has been
J'O\‘ﬂ Tment to stop the apmad
harlequins across the country
+ the problem becomes in-
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wARNING: 'GRECDY' LADYBine o THREAT 10 GUR NATIVE SPEL,.

Spot the difference

GOOD AND BAD: The red savan-spat ladybird, tep, which is native to the UK, and the harlequin ladybird

B\_gl]‘E director Matt Shardlow

said: b peeds to be done be-
fore ns{ou]ate We've seen it cause
meny problems in other countries
and there’s always a danger similar
thingscowld happen over hare,

“In parts of America, for instance,
the herlequins have now overtaken
all the native species and ladybirds
that were once very eommon are
considered rare.”

Community Heritage Initiative

Farmers leaders have also warned
e ladybirds could cause damage fo
cropsacross Leicestershire,

Allson  Pratt,  East Midlands
spokespersen  for the National
Farmers' Unien, said: “We've seen
the damage caused before to crops
over here when exotic insects come
ta Britzin and upset the ccological
‘balance, the most famous case being
the Coloradobeet

“As with evervthing, we'll have
‘beonourguard *

For more information about 3
ladybirds, including colour guid
and survey forms, call the comm
nity heritage initiative on 0116 2
1377 or goon-line,
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Ladybird survey
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Spawn spot survey
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Spawnspot records 2005
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20+
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EToads and spawn
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Spawnspot records 2007
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DANGER: ADDERS ARE OUT AND ABOUT ENJOYING THE LATE SUMMER

g~ e e sighting:

Snakes alivel

——

BID: t1\l"f|r\\..)|\|| et TALIG 1o s aNt TIELE %4 =t e

Big count wants adders

5 MARTIN ROBINSON
FOLITICAL REPCRTER

‘nakes alive - conservationists
ave a problem, but they do not
«now the scale of it.

Environmentalists went to discos-
& how many grass snakes, adders,
“lowworme and other reptiles are
naking their home in the county.

Leicestershive County  Couneil,
which is leading the survey is ask-
mg volunteers to check compost
heaps, gardens, parks or allofments.

: CTURE. MATT SHORT / TesE0E
CHECK: lohn Katnor and
‘riends search for reptiles

at Rowley Fields allotments

Project leader Kay Soowden said
public support was essential if rep-
tiles were to thrive.

g gaid: “Research shows snakes

: becomlng more and more en-

agered, becpuse of changes (o

airhabitats.

‘We. want a more precise idea
phout the population, whether their
homes ame changing and what [ypes
aremost prevalent and where

“Spring i& an ideal time to look for

et K =

OUT AND ABOUT: An adder - one of the species that county council environmentalists want help in caunting

halp them thrive rather than die
away, which s something that we
fear.

“Increasingly, these reptiles are dy-
ing out. Hopefully, this work will
help stem thad decreasa.”

Snake humters will be asked to 1
in a survey sheet and return it to the
council.

The siheme is run by the author-

most COMmon species in Leicester-
shire and Rutland, while the adder
is rarer The slowworm population
isnot knowr.

The besi places to search for the
slowworms are under peving slabs
and compost heaps,

A council epokesman said- “Grass
snekes can be found along canals,
riverside meslows, reservairs and

“Tfa reptile {5 spotrad it should not

be disturbed, just recorded on th
survey form

“Tt is a good ldea to take photos,
pecially if there iz any trouble wii
identification.

“Pogpleshould pever handleanim- |

alsinihewild.™

Forms amd information leaflets are
free If you would like to take part
call

wdical attention
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viranment Centre, in Bir
o G36T 1577, enail,

chei@laics.govu

Holly Haves FEnvironme: their ehildrn and

Centre, in Birstall, on 0116 267 137

even basking in garden ponds.

wwry ‘sics.gowef
“Rarer species, such as adders and Bob ek ni.

itv's community heritage initiative
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Snakes alive! survey

Adder and slow worm records
for Leicestershire & Rutland

B Adder
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Butterfly Bounty survey Butterfly bounty
recording sites
2004 - 2008
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Rare jellyfish found on dog walk
Experts have said a rare i '
jellyfish found in water in a |
part of Leicestershire is "an
amazing find".

Amateur wildlife enthusiast
Michael Gray from Newbold
was out walking his dog when
he saw something unusual in (888
Stanigal Water. Tha 2o

On closer inspection, he found a 2cm-wide Amazonian
freshwater jellyfish and contacted local wildlife experts.

Since the 1800s, the sightings of the creature, usually found
in Brazil, have been few and far between in the UK,

Keeping records

It is thought the jellyfish could have been brought into the
country on imported aquatic plants or fishing bait.

Mr Gray said: "I was just out walking the dogs when I
spotted something in the water,

"On closer inspection, I saw it was a jellyfish and as I always
carry my camera around with me, I took a photo and sent it
into the county council."

Fiona Walker, project officer from the Holly Hayes
Envircnment and Heritage Resource Certre, said it was
important for pecple to record nature sightings in this way.

rst sight'ng of this jellyfish in Leicestershire and
ograph = jhtings ¢ nd then try & 1d find
san,™ = a said.
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