
Charnwood Community Profile 2005 
Produced by Research & Information Team Leicestershire County Council 

11 

ETHNICITY AND RELIGION 

The 2001 Census provides the most comprehensive information on ethnic groups in Leicestershire.  The table below outlines the 

results using the full 16-group classification.  It shows that Indian and Other White are the largest Black and Minority Ethnic (BME) 

communities in Charnwood.  The overall BME population (all people other than White British) is 16,573 or 10.8%.  This compares 

to the Leicestershire County proportion of 7.3% and the East Midlands of 8.7%. 

Table 4: Ethnic groups in Charnwood 

Religion 
For the first time in 150 years, a (voluntary) question was 

asked in the 2001 census about religion.  In Charnwood, 

59,700 people identified themselves as Christian.  The largest 

non-Christian group is Hindu (3.98%) although a large 

minority (over 23.78%) stated that they had no religion, or did 

not state their religion. 

Table 5: Religion in Charnwood 

  White Mixed Asian or Asian British Black or Black British Chinese or other ethnic group 

All people British Irish Other White 

White and 
Black     

Caribbean 

White and 
Black  

African 
White and 

Asian Other Mixed Indian Pakistani Bangladeshi Other Asian 
Black   

Caribbean 
Black 

African Other Black Chinese  
Other Ethnic 

Group 
153,462 136,883 1,152 2,639 409 96 561 308 7,209 172 1,249 577 232 341 42 1,071 521 

  89.20% 0.75% 1.72% 0.27% 0.06% 0.37% 0.20% 4.70% 0.11% 0.81% 0.38% 0.15% 0.22% 0.03% 0.70% 0.34% 

All people Christian Buddhist Hindu Jewish Muslim Sikh Other 
No religion or                     

religion not stated 
153,462 106,732 350 6,105 152 2,410 805 422 36,486 

  69.55% 0.23% 3.98% 0.10% 1.57% 0.52% 0.27% 23.78% 
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The chart to the left illustrates each BME group in proportion 

to the overall BME population.   The largest group is Asian: 

55% of the BME population. 

Graph 6: BME population 

Mixed 

Summary 
• The BME population of Charnwood is 16,573 or 10.8% of the population 
• The largest ethnic groups are Indian (7,203 people), Other White (2,639 people) and Bangladeshi (1,249 people)  
• 69.55% of the population are Christian.  The largest non-Christian religious group is Hindu (3.98% of the population)  
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Number 16 
to 74 

employed 
% of 16 to 74 

employed 

Number  
16 to 74 

unemployed 
% of 16 to 74 
unemployed 

Other Black 16 64% 0 0% 
British 63,021 62% 2,515 2% 

All people 69,451 61% 2,957 3% 
Indian 3,252 61% 195 4% 

Black Caribbean 123 59% 5 2% 
Other White 1,153 54% 54 3% 

Irish 514 54% 22 2% 
White and Black Caribbean 85 49% 9 5% 

Other Mixed 84 49% 6 3% 
Other Asian 193 44% 16 4% 

Pakistani 57 44% 9 7% 
White and Black African 19 41% 3 7% 

White and Asian 103 41% 8 3% 
Chinese 335 40% 31 4% 

Bangladeshi 289 37% 54 7% 
Other Ethnic Group 128 34% 21 6% 

Black African 79 29% 9 3% 

  

 Number of 
people aged 16 

to 74 with no 
qualifications  

 % of people 
aged 16 to 74 

with no 
qualifications  

 Number of 
people with a 

degree or 
equivalent  

 Percentage of people 
with a degree or 

equivalent  
Bangladeshi 349 45% 111 14% 

Irish 337 35% 244 25% 

Indian 1618 30% 1282 24% 
British 27313 27% 18388 18% 

Black Caribbean 43 21% 48 24% 
Other Asian 91 21% 162 37% 

Other White 432 20% 842 39% 

White and Black Caribbean 35 20% 28 16% 
White and Asian 40 16% 59 24% 

Chinese 127 15% 435 52% 
Other Mixed 25 15% 58 34% 

Pakistani 18 14% 66 50% 
Other Ethnic Group 51 13% 226 60% 

Black African 21 7% 118 42% 
White and Black African 3 7% 13 32% 

Other Black 0 0% 18 56% 
     

Labour Market  

Qualifications 

• Table 7 shows there are large differences in 

the percentage of people working by ethnic 

group.  This ranges from a high of 64% in the 

Other Black population to a low of 29% in the 

Black African population - a 35% range 

between the top and bottom figures. To some 

extent this may be explained by the fact that 

certain groups have younger age structures 

and some groups will contain a large 

proportion of students. 

• Unemployment figures are low, with low 

numbers of people unemployed in each ethnic 

group.  However, the proportion of 

unemployed is significant for some ethnic 

groups (Bangladeshi 7% and Other 6%). 

• The proportion of the working age population 

with no qualifications is highest amongst the 

Bangladeshi community (45%).  

• The percentage of people with a degree or 

equivalent is lowest amongst  the Bangladeshi 

community (14%) and highest amongst the 

Other Ethnic group classification (60%). 

Table 7: Ethnicity and the 
labour market 

Table 8: Ethnicity and 
qualifications 

Source:  Standard Table 108 

Source:  Standard Table 117 
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People with 

a LLTI¹ 
Percentage 
with a LLTI 

 People with a 
‘Not good’ Health 

Percentage with 
‘Not good’ health 

Irish 241 21% 101 9% 
Pakistani 29 16% 9 5% 

British 21,019 15% 8,262 6% 
Other Asian 77 13% 27 5% 

Indian 961 13% 447 6% 
Other White 345 13% 157 6% 

Black Caribbean 30 13% 10 4% 
Bangladeshi 137 11% 65 5% 

Black African 34 10% 13 4% 
Other Mixed 28 9% 9 3% 

White and Asian 49 9% 14 2% 

Other Black 3 7% 0 0% 
White and Black Caribbean 25 6% 6 1% 

Other Ethnic Group 21 4% 11 2% 

Chinese 35 3% 3 0% 
White and Black African 3 3% 3 3% 

     

Health 

• There has been a general increase in the reporting 

of illness since the 1991 Census.  Similar to figures 

for the rest of the County, the Irish community have 

significantly worse health and limiting long term 

illness than other ethnic groups.  This to some 

extent could remain hidden as the Irish community, 

although a sizeable BME group, are spread more 

evenly than other groups across the Borough 

wards.  

Ethnicity and Health 
 
Table 9: Ethnicity and health 

Source:  Standard Table 107 

Note: LLTI - Limiting Long Term Illness 


