Charnwood Forest Regional Park Sustainability Appraisal

This is a document called a Sustainability Appraisal and has been used to examine potential options for approaches to a Charnwood Forest Regional Park.  The document examines 4 different approaches, each of which has a particular emphasis and these are: a landscape focus, a visitor focus, applying the approach of the National Forest to the Charnwood Forest Regional Park and a biodiversity focus.  These 4 options are explained in more detail in the document.
 

Each of the options has been assessed against 27 criteria (these criteria make up the sustainability framework).  Each local authority devises its own sustainability appraisal framework according to the document that is being appraised. The sustainability framework that has been used in this document has been devised by Charnwood Borough Council.
Sustainability Appraisal Framework

	Sustainability Objective
	Sub Objectives
	Targets
	Indicator - (Core Indicators)

	1
	To maintain and enhance biodiversity, flora and fauna
	To conserve & enhance existing habitats;

To create new habitats identified in UK, Leicestershire and Charnwood Biodiversity Action Plans;

To conserve & enhance species protected by UK, Leicestershire and Charnwood Biodiversity Action Plans;

To maintain & enhance designated sites of nature conservation interest;

To increase connectivity of habitats.
	
	Change in areas and populations of biodiversity importance, including:
(i) change in priority habitats and species (by type); and
(ii) change in areas designated for their intrinsic environmental value including sites of international, national, regional or sub-regional significance. 

The area of land designated as an SSSI which is in ‘unfavourable condition’. 

	2
	To maintain and enhance landscape and townscape character 
	To minimise detrimental visual intrusion of development;
To minimise light pollution;
To maintain & enhance landscape character & distinctiveness identified in the Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland Landscape & Woodland Strategy;
To protect & enhance areas of relative tranquillity;
To promote landscape schemes designed to respect the diversity of landscape and built character into new development.
	
	Percentage of landscape character areas where there are marked changes or significant changes that are inconsistent with that character. 

	3
	To protect and improve surface and groundwater quality
	To improve surface water quality as identified by the Environment Agency’s General Quality Assessment;
To protect quality of vulnerable groundwater resources.
	
	Number of planning permissions granted contrary to the advice of the Environment Agency on grounds of flood defence or water quality;
Percentage of main rivers and canals rated as good or fair quality.

	4
	To minimise water consumption
	To minimise the use and increase re-use & recycling of water in existing and planned development.
	
	Number of new developments given planning permission that incorporate water reduction measures eg. Rainwater and greywater recycling. 

	5
	To improve air quality
	To reduce inappropriate development in Air Quality Management Areas’’
To mitigate and appropriately locate potentially air polluting processes’
To reduce travel distances’
To reduce the need to travel by car’
To reduce automotive movements related to logistical supply and distribution.
	
	Number of days of air pollution (i.e. limits exceeded);
Population living in Air Quality Management Areas;
Number of businesses with a Company Travel Plan and percentage of workforce employed by companies with a Travel Plan.;
Number of schools with a School Travel Plan and percentage of pupils attending schools with a Travel Plan;
Number of new cycle routes developed during the year.

	6
	To conserve soil resources and quality
	To reduce loss of best and most versatile agricultural land;
To reduce contamination of land and soils due to development, industrial processes or agriculture;

To reduce loss of soils and increase local re-use of soils through development;

To protect geological SSSIs.
	
	Number of developments incorporating soil loss minimisation measures;
Area of Agricultural Land Classification grading 1, 2 and 3a lost to development. 

	7
	To reduce contributions to climate change
	To reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
	
	Carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions;
Number of new developments given planning permission that incorporate sustainable drainage systems;
Number of new developments given planning permission that mitigate against flood risk. 

	8
	To reduce vulnerability to climate change
	To reduce energy consumption;
To increase building designed to be adaptable to climate change (temperature extremes, storm events and flooding);
To minimise the risk of flooding to people and properties from rivers and watercourses.
	
	Percentage of new residential, commercial, retail and office developments built to a ‘good’, ‘very good’, or ‘excellent’ BREEAM or EcoHomes rating.

	9
	To conserve and enhance the historic and cultural environment
	To increase re-use of built heritage including ‘buildings at risk’;
To protect & enhance sites, features, areas & settings of historical, archaeological and cultural value;
To increase use of locally distinctive and diverse materials & style.
	
	Loss of Scheduled Ancient Monuments;
Loss or damage to listed buildings and their settings;
Number of listed buildings on the ‘at risk’ register.

	10
	To increase the re-use of previously developed land and buildings
	To increase the redevelopment of previously developed land and buildings in sustainable locations;
To increase the remediation and regeneration of contaminated land and buildings.
	
	Percentage of new dwellings and conversions of existing buildings, on previously developed land;

Percentage of land developed for employment on previously developed land, by type.

	11
	To reduce the extraction of new & increase the  re-use of recycled minerals and aggregates resources
	To increase restoration of mineral workings for biodiversity, landscape and the general public;
To reduce use of minerals and increase the re-use of materials on and off site;
To increase the use of locally extracted minerals;
To safeguard mineral reserves and sites enabling their bulk transport;
To safeguard existing development from the environmental effects of mineral workings.
	
	For minerals planning authority only;
Production of primary land won aggregates;
Production of secondary/recycled aggregates. 

	12
	To manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy in all sectors (i.e. household, commercial and industrial)
	To reduce waste & increase the re-use, recycling and energy produced of waste;
To increase the provision of waste infrastructure;
To increase use of long lasting and recycled materials in building design;
To reduce hazardous waste.
	
	For waste planning authority only;
Capacity of new waste management facilities by type;
Amount of municipal waste arising, and managed by management type, and the percentage each management type represents of the waste managed. 

	13
	To minimise the use of energy and optimise the use of renewable resources
	To increase measures to ensure energy efficiency;
To increase use of renewable energy supplies;
To increase supply of locally produced clean energy eg. combined heat and power.
	
	Renewable energy capacity (MW) installed by type; 

Energy use per household.

	14
	To increase the population’s  access to a full range of  public, private, community and voluntary services
	To increase access to retail centres, post offices, local food markets, commercial centres & employment for all;
To increase access to community facilities – libraries, community centres, education, places of worship, healthcare – for all;
To increase access to services by more sustainable forms of transport – walking, cycling, bus and train;

To reduce food miles
	
	Percentage of new residential development within 30 minutes public transport time of a GP, hospital, primary and secondary school, employment and a major health centre;
Percentage of residents defined as within a distance of 500m (15 minutes walk) of key local services; 

Amount of completed retail, office and leisure development;
Percentage of completed retail, office and leisure development in town centres. 

	15
	To increase access to the countryside, public open spaces and semi urban environments (eg parks)
	To increase access to features of landscape, ecological and cultural heritage in a way that minimises damage to such features;
To increase interpretation facilities for features of landscape, ecological and cultural heritage;
To increase linkages between open spaces and increase permeability of the countryside and semi-urban environments.
	
	Percentage of eligible open spaces managed to green flag award standard;
Percentage of residents that are satisfied with the quantity and quality of open space in their area (BV119e);
Access to green spaces in line with the standards set out in the Green Space Strategy.

	16
	To promote a strong community where people feel they have a say in the future
	To increase community engagement and the capacity of the local community to influence decisions;
To increase the voluntary and community infrastructure;
To increase racial equality and community cohesion.
	
	Level of satisfaction within the community people live in.

	17
	To reduce crime, anti social behaviour and increase community safety
	To reduce anti-social behaviour;
To reduce nuisance noise;
To reduce fear of crime and actual crime;
To increase the use of design techniques to reduce crime.
	
	Vehicle crimes per 1000 population;
Domestic burglaries per 1000 households;
Number of noise complaints annually by type.

	18
	To increase the population’s access and opportunity to participate in culture, media and sport in Charnwood
	To increase access to sports, arts, culture and leisure facilities;
To enhance local cultural diversity.
	
	Amount of completed retail, office and leisure development;
Percentage of completed retail, office and leisure development in town centres. 

	19
	To ensure that the housing stock meets the housing needs of all sections of the community
	To increase the quality or upkeep of the existing housing stock;
To ensure an adequate supply of a diverse range of housing types appropriate to the needs of the community;

To increase the amount of housing that is affordable to all sections of the community;
To reduce homelessness.
	
	Housing trajectory showing:

(i) net additional dwellings over the previous five year period or since the start of the relevant development plan document period, whichever is the longer;

(ii) net additional dwellings for the current year;

(iii) projected net additional dwellings up to the end of the relevant development plan document period or over a ten year period from its adoption, whichever is the longer;

(iv) the annual net additional dwelling requirement; and

(v) annual average number of net additional dwellings needed to meet overall housing requirements, having regard to previous years’ performances;
Percentage of new and converted dwellings on previously developed land;
Percentage of new dwellings completed at:

(i) less than 30 dwellings per hectare;

(ii) between 30 and 50 dwellings per hectare; and

(iii) Above 50 dwellings per hectare. 

Affordable housing completions;
Number of unfit homes per 1000 dwellings.

	20
	To reduce poverty and social exclusion
	To reduce poverty and social exclusion across Charnwood but particularly on those areas most affected.
	
	Percentage of the working age population who are claiming key benefits (3);
Proportion of the population who live in wards that rank within the most deprived – 10% and 25% Unemployment Rates.

	21
	To increase learning, skills and employability for all sectors of the community
	To improve access to opportunities for education, learning and skills training for all sections of the community
	
	Proportion of young people (18 –24 year olds) in full time education or in employment 

	22
	To increase the vibrancy and viability of settlements
	To increase the attractiveness of town, district and local centres;
To increase the sense of place;
To maintain settlement identity and prevent coalescence;
To increase neighbourhood satisfaction levels;
To increase patterns of development and movement that helps to tackle congestion.
	
	% of vacant dwellings;
Percentage of new residential development within 30 minutes public transport time of a GP, hospital, primary and secondary school, employment and a major health centre;
Amount of completed retail, office and leisure development;
Percentage of completed retail, office and leisure development in town centres. 

	23
	To increase sustainable design and construction
	To increase the use of sustainable design and construction techniques in all forms of development;
To increase number of developments that accord with good, very good and excellent level of BREAAM assessment;
To increase the use of innovative and adaptive design;
To increase the use of exemplar projects to demonstrate good practice in sustainable deign and construction.
	
	Percentage of new residential, commercial, retail and office developments built to a ‘good’, ‘very good’, or ‘excellent’ BREEAM or EcoHomes rating.

	24
	To increase healthy life styles
	To increase access to high quality healthcare facilities;
To reduce health inequalities;
To increase healthy lifestyles through increased physical activity, improved diet and less smoking;
To reduce death rates.
	
	Percentage of new residential development within 30 minutes public transport time of a GP, hospital, primary and secondary school, employment and a major health centre;
Death rates (Number of deaths per 1000 population) for cancer, circulatory disease, accidents and suicides.

	25
	To encourage a sustainable economy
	To increase competitiveness, productivity, progress and investment of local firms;
To increase inward investment;
To ensure an adequate supply of a range of sites in terms of type and quality for employment uses;
To increase the working environment through access to non work related facilities;
To increase the culture of enterprise and innovation;
To increase infrastructure for information and communications technology.
	
	Amount of land developed for employment by type;
Amount of land developed for employment, by type, which is in development and/or regeneration areas defined in the local development framework;
Percentage of land developed for employment, by type, which is on previously developed land;
Employment land supply by type;
Losses of employment land in:

(i) development/regeneration areas
and (ii)
local authority area.

Amount of employment land lost to residential development;
Percentage of working age people in employment;
Percentage change in VAT registered businesses 

Average earnings; 

Average house prices year by type.

	26
	To increase efficient patterns of movement to support a sustainable economy
	To reduce commuting and traffic congestion;
To increase access to work by public transport, walking and cycling;
To reduce journey time between key employment areas and key transport interchanges;
To increase efficiency in freight distribution;
To increase working from home.
	
	Percentage of completed non-residential development complying with car parking standards set out in the local development framework;
Annual average flow per 1000km of principal roads;
Travel to work journeys by mode.

	27
	To reduce disparities in economic performance
	To increase diversification of the rural economy;
To increase the diverse range of job opportunities in urban and rural areas.
	
	Variation in key economic and social indicators at ward level in the Borough (Index of Multiple Deprivation).


Key to Matrices
	(
	Significant negative effect (i.e. a move away from the objective)
	(
	Significant positive effect (i.e. a move towards the objective)
	D
	Effect depends on how the policy is implemented (one form of uncertainty)
	O
	There is no relationship or no significant relationship between the objective and the policy

	(
	Marginal negative effect (i.e. a move away from the objective)
	(
	Marginal positive effect (i.e. a move towards the objective)
	?
	It is not known whether the policy will move towards or away from the objective (another form of uncertainty)
	T
	Denotes a temporary effect

Effects are permanent if this symbol is not used.

	Neutral
	Performance against this objective is neutral across all options


Option 1
This would aim to establish development control policy around a landscape character assessment approach and aim to establish programmes that focus on elements of the landscape appearance of the area.  

Option 2 

This would aim to allow visitor orientated development.  Such development would be expected to fund management costs limiting harm to the  landscape value of  Charnwood Forest of increasing numbers of visitors.
Option 3

The basic aim of this option would be to extend the National Forest area across the whole of Charnwood Forest and would promote multi-purpose forestry as a key implementation aim.  National Forest planting guidelines allow for a variety of planting, not just forestry which may be appropriate in some locations.
Option 4

This option would focus on the special ecology of the area and seek to introduce management aims that enhance the ecological character of the area.

	Alternative Approaches Charnwood Forest Regional Park

	Objective
	Option 1:
Landscape Lead
	Option 2:
Visitor Lead
	Option 3:
Forest Lead
	Option 4:
Biodiversity Lead
	Overall Commentary

	To maintain and enhance biodiversity, flora and fauna
	(
This option would be compatible with this sustainability objective, although with a landscape focus may not be as effective as option 4 at maintaining and enhancing biodiversity flora and fauna.
	D/(
Performance against this objective is dependent upon the location of visitor orientated development and what specific mitigation measures are taken.  It is unlikely that all harmful effects can be totally mitigated.
	D
The Charnwood Forest area contains a number of different habitats, not just areas of woodland.  National Forest guidelines allow for a range of habitats to be created. The performance of this option against this objective would depend upon on how National Forest guidelines are implemented and which sites are put forward to be planted.
	(
Having a biodiversity focus for Charnwood Forest would mean that this option would a have a significantly positive effect against this objective.
	Option 1 and 2 would have a significantly positive effect against this objective, although option 4 has the potential to perform the best.  The performance of options 2 and 3 would depend on how the policy is implemented, although option 2 has the potential for a marginally negative effect against this objective.

	To maintain and enhance landscape and townscape character 
	(
Having a landscape focus for Charnwood Forest would mean that this option would a have a significantly positive effect against this objective.
	D/(
Performance against this objective is dependent upon the location of visitor orientated development and what specific mitigation measures are taken.  It is unlikely that all harmful effects can be totally mitigated.
	D
The Charnwood Forest area contains a number of landscape types, not just areas of woodland.  National Forest guidelines allow for a range of planting (other than trees). The performance of this option against this objective would depend upon on how National Forest guidelines are implemented and which sites are put forward to be planted, as this will affect the landscape character.
	(
This option would be compatible with this sustainability objective, although with a biodiversity focus may not be as effective as option 1 at maintaining and enhancing landscape and townscape character.
	Option 1 and 2 would have a significantly positive effect against this objective, although option 1 has the potential to perform the best.  The performance of options 2 and 3 would depend on how the policy is implemented, although option 2 has the potential for a marginally negative effect against this objective.

	To protect and improve surface and groundwater quality
	(
This option is compatible with this sustainability objective.
	(
This option is compatible with this sustainability objective.
	(
This option is compatible with this sustainability objective.
	(
This option is compatible with this sustainability objective.
	All options would have a similar effect upon surface and ground water quality.

	To minimise water consumption
	Neutral
	Neutral
	Neutral
	Neutral
	All options would have a similar effect upon water consumption and so this factor is considered to be neutral across the options

	To improve air quality
	(
There are no Air Quality Management Areas near to the Charnwood Forest area.

The Charnwood Forest area contains a range of landscapes and habitats which can help to absorb pollution and improve air quality.
	D/(
There are no Air Quality Management Areas near to the Charnwood Forest area.

Having a visitor focus may encourage more journeys by private car into the Forest area which may have an impact upon local air quality.  The effect against this objective is dependent upon where visitor attractions are located and what measures are in place to mitigate against increased car use.
	(
There are no Air Quality Management Areas near to the Charnwood Forest area.

The Charnwood Forest area contains a range of landscapes and habitats which can help to absorb pollution and improve air quality.
	(
There are no Air Quality Management Areas near to the Charnwood Forest area.

The Charnwood Forest area contains a range of landscapes and habitats which can help to absorb pollution and improve air quality.
	Options 1, 3 and 4 are compatible with this sustainability objective.  Option 2 may not have a marginally negative effect against this objective, but this depends on how the option is implemented.

	To conserve soil resources and quality
	(
This option is compatible with this sustainability objective.
	D/(
This option may involve development on greenfield sites which may work against this objective.  The amount of land is considered to be comparatively small.
	(
This option is compatible with this sustainability objective.
	(
This option is compatible with this sustainability objective.
	Options 1, 3 and 4 would have a marginally positive effect against this objective, whilst option 2 may have a marginally negative effect against this objective, but this is dependent how this option is implemented.

	To reduce contributions to climate change
	(
The Charnwood Forest area contains a range of habitats which can help to absorb greenhouse gases and reduce contributions to climate change.
	(/D/(
The Charnwood Forest area contains a range of habitats which can help to absorb greenhouse gases and reduce contributions to climate change.

Having a visitor focus may encourage more journeys by private car into the Forest area which may increase contributions to climate change.  The effect against this objective is dependent upon where visitor attractions are located and what measures are in place to mitigate against increased car use.
	(
The Charnwood Forest area contains a range of habitats which can help to absorb greenhouse gases and reduce contributions to climate change.
	(
The Charnwood Forest area contains a range of habitats which can help to absorb greenhouse gases and reduce contributions to climate change.
	Options 1, 3 and 4 are compatible with this sustainability objective.  Option 2 may not have a marginally negative effect against this objective, but this depends on how the option is implemented.

	To reduce vulnerability to climate change
	(
The management of Charnwood Forest can help to mitigate against the effects of climate change, through sustainable land management reducing the water run-off and flood risk.  
	(/D
New development can be designed to include sustainable drainage techniques.

The management of Charnwood Forest can help to mitigate against the effects of climate change, through sustainable land management reducing the water run-off and flood risk.
	(
The management of Charnwood Forest can help to mitigate against the effects of climate change, through sustainable land management reducing the water run-off and flood risk.
	(
The management of Charnwood Forest can help to mitigate against the effects of climate change, through sustainable land management reducing the water run-off and flood risk.
	Options 1, 3 and 4 are compatible with this sustainability objective.  Option 2 may have a significantly positive effect against this objective, but it is dependent upon how the option is implemented.

	To conserve and enhance the historic and cultural environment
	(
Landscapes are in part the result of historical and cultural influences, and therefore landscapes are important parts of the cultural and historic environment.  An approach to Charnwood Forest with a landscape focus would allow landscapes to be managed in a way which recognises their historical value.
	(
Landscapes are in part the result of historical and cultural influences, and therefore landscapes are important parts of the cultural and historic environment. 
A visitor focussed approach still allows for landscapes of historical significance to be preserved and or enhanced, and also may enhance public understanding of their cultural or historical significance.
	(/D
Landscapes are in part the result of historical and cultural influences, and therefore landscapes are important parts of the cultural and historic environment. 

Charnwood Forest contains a range of landscape types not all woodland which have historical significance.

National Forest planting guidelines allow for a number of different habitats to be created.

The performance of this option against this objective would depend upon on how National Forest guidelines are implemented and which sites are put forward to be planted.
	(
Landscapes are in part the result of historical and cultural influences, and therefore landscapes are important parts of the cultural and historic environment. 

A biodiversity lead is compatible with managing the landscape for its historical value.


	All options have the potential to have a significantly positive effect against this objective.  Option 3 would depend on how National Forest planting guidelines are implemented.

	To increase the re-use of previously developed land and buildings
	Neutral
	Neutral
	Neutral
	Neutral
	All options would have a similar effect upon water consumption and so this factor is considered to be neutral across the options

	To reduce the  extraction of new & increase the  re-use of recycled minerals and aggregates resources
	(
Significant mineral reserves are located within the Charnwood Forest area. A landscape lead may restrict mineral working.  This may reduce the amount of aggregates that are available for local markets and so work against this objective.
	(
This option is compatible with this sustainability objective.
	(
This option is compatible with this sustainability objective.
	(
Significant mineral reserves are located within the Charnwood Forest area. A biodiversity lead may restrict mineral working.  This may reduce the amount of aggregate that are available for local markets and so work against this objective
	Options 1 and 4 have the potential to have a marginally negative effect against this objective.  Options 2 and 3 have the potential to have a marginally positive effect against this objective.

	To manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy in all sectors (i.e. household, commercial and industrial)
	Neutral
	Neutral
	Neutral
	Neutral
	All options would have a similar effect upon water consumption and so this factor is considered to be neutral across the options

	To minimise the use of energy and optimise the use of renewable resources
	(
This approach would allow for the management of woodland for use as wood fuel, and as a renewable source of energy.
	(
This approach would allow for the management of woodland for use as wood fuel, and as a renewable source of energy.
	(
Part of the activities of the National Forest is the promotion of wood fuel initiatives.
An approach with a Forest lead may have a significantly positive effect against this objective.
	(
This approach would allow for the management of woodland for use as wood fuel, and as a renewable source of energy.
	All options would have a positive effect against this objective.  Option 3 would have a significantly positive effect against this objective as part of the National Forest objectives is the promotion of wood fuel initiatives.

	To increase the population’s  access to a full range of  public, private, community and voluntary services
	(
This option may have limited provision for education such as through information boards, and may have a marginally positive effect against this objective.
	(
A visitor led approach would be more likely to have a range of educational services, and is therefore likely to have a significantly positive effect against this objective.
	(
This option may have limited provision for education such as through information boards, and may have a marginally positive effect against this objective.
	(
This option may have limited provision for education such as through information boards, and may have a marginally positive effect against this objective.
	Options 1, 3 and 4 may have a marginally positive effect against this objective, whereas option 2 would have a significantly positive effect against this objective.

	To increase access to the countryside, public open spaces and semi urban environments (eg parks)
	(
This option would maintain the landscape as a place for recreation and would have a marginally positive effect against this objective.
	(
Of all the options a visitor lead is most likely to increase access to the countryside, and to perform the best against this objective. 
	(
Extending the National Forest boundary is likely to increase public access to the countryside and to have a significantly positive effect against this objective.
	(
This option would still allow access to the countryside, but compared to the other options may not increase access because of restraint in areas of ecological sensitivity.
	All of the options are likely to have a positive effect against this objective.  Options 2 and 3 are likely to have a significantly positive effect and perform the best.  Options 1 and 4 still allow for public access to the countryside, but are less likely to increase it.

	To promote a strong community where people feel they have a say in the future
	Neutral
	Neutral
	Neutral
	Neutral
	This objective is likely to be a neutral factor across all options.

	To reduce crime, anti social behaviour and increase community safety
	Neutral
	Neutral
	Neutral
	Neutral
	This objective is likely to be a neutral factor across all options.

	To increase the population’s access and opportunity to participate in culture, media and sport in Charnwood
	(
This option may have some limited provision for further cultural, media and sporting opportunities, and may have a marginally positive effect against this objective.
	(
A visitor led approach would be more likely to have a range of cultural, media and sporting opportunities, and is therefore likely to have a significantly positive effect against this objective.
	(
This option may have limited provision for cultural, media and sporting opportunities, and may have a marginally positive effect against this objective.
	(
This option may have limited provision for cultural, media and sporting opportunities, and may have a marginally positive effect against this objective.
	Options 1, 3 and 4 may have a marginally positive effect against this objective, whereas option 2 would have a significantly positive effect against this objective

	To ensure that the housing stock meets the housing needs of all sections of the community
	Neutral
	Neutral
	Neutral
	Neutral
	This objective is likely to be a neutral factor across all options.

	To reduce poverty and social exclusion
	O
There is no significant relationship between the objective and the option.
	O
There is no significant relationship between the objective and the option.
	O
There is no significant relationship between the objective and the option.
	O
There is no significant relationship between the objective and the option.
	There is no significant relationship between the objective and the options.

	To increase learning, skills and employability for all sectors of the community
	O
There is no significant relationship between the objective and the policy.
	O
There is no significant relationship between the objective and the policy.
	O
There is no significant relationship between the objective and the policy.
	O
There is no significant relationship between the objective and the policy.
	There is no significant relationship between the objective and the options.

	To increase the vibrancy and viability of settlements
	O
There is no significant relationship between the objective and the policy.
	O
There is no significant relationship between the objective and the policy.
	O
There is no significant relationship between the objective and the policy.
	O
There is no significant relationship between the objective and the policy.
	There is no significant relationship between the objective and the options.

	To increase sustainable design and construction
	Neutral
	Neutral
	Neutral
	Neutral
	This objective is likely to be a neutral factor across all options.

	To increase healthy life styles
	(
This option would maintain the landscape as a place for recreation and would have a marginally positive effect against this objective.
	(
Of all the options a visitor lead is most likely to increase active, healthy lifestyles and to perform the best against this objective. 
	(
Extending the National Forest boundary is likely to increase active, healthy lifestyle and to have a significantly positive effect against this objective.
	(
This option would still allow access to the countryside, but compared to the other options may not increase active, healthy lifestyle because of restraint in areas of ecological sensitivity.
	All of the options are likely to have a positive effect against this objective.  Options 2 and 3 are likely to have a significantly positive effect and perform the best.  Options 1 and 4 still allow for public access to the countryside, but are less likely to increase it.

	To encourage a sustainable economy
	Neutral
	Neutral
	Neutral
	Neutral
	This objective is likely to be a neutral factor across all options.

	To increase efficient patterns of movement to support a sustainable economy
	There is no relationship or no significant relationship between the objective and the option.
	D

Having a visitor focus may encourage more journeys by private car into the Forest area which may have an impact upon congestion.  The effect against this objective is dependent upon where visitor attractions are located and what measures are in place to mitigate against increased car use.
	D

Extending the National Forest planting guidelines may increase visitor numbers across the Forest area.
The effect against this objective is dependent upon where visitor attractions are located and what measures are in place to mitigate against increased car use.

	There is no relationship or no significant relationship between the objective and the option.
	Options 1 and 4 there is no relationship or no significant relationship between the objective and the options.   For options 2 and 3 the effect against this objective is dependent upon how the approach is implemented.

	To reduce disparities in economic performance
	(
This option is unlikely to increase employment opportunities in rural areas or to increase rural diversification.
	(
This option may increase employment opportunities in rural areas and contribute towards rural diversification.
	(
This option may increase employment opportunities in rural areas and contribute towards rural diversification


	(
This option is unlikely to increase employment opportunities in rural areas or to increase rural diversification.
	Options 2 and 3 are likely to perform the best against this objective whereas options 1 and 4 are likely to have a marginally negative effect against this objective.
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