The Common Assessment Framework (CAF) Key points:

1. A CAF is recommended when a child or young person has additional unmet needs and some extra support is required.
2. The CAF comprises firstly of a holistic assessment to identify the needs and strengths and then enables an agreed action plan to be put into place.

3. A CAF should always be written with a young person or family. Engagement is crucial for the CAF to be successful. The assessor and the parent/young person look together at what changes are wanted and how jointly this can happen.
4. When you decide a CAF would be beneficial you should phone the CAF team on 0116 305 8727. A member of the team will check to see if a CAF already exists and do a number of checks with other services. 

5. When a CAF is completed it should be sent to the CAF team and marked private and confidential.

6. If in doubt about any issue related to CAF or if you want to talk through any issues then ring the CAF team on 0116 305 8727 as we are happy to support you.

7. Once we receive a CAF we look through the assessment and will discuss with you next steps. Each case is different and no two outcomes will be the same. The CAF is now accepted as a referral by a number of services and we may suggest a referral if the agencies are not involved already, if agreeable we can make the referral for you. We also facilitate ‘team around the family’ meetings.

8. The CAF team have dedicated time to get the right support at the right time and to bring people together with the shared aim of improving outcomes for children and families. We encourage you to see us as a helpful resource in your busy day! Ultimately, a CAF only works when practitioners and families come together. Seeing the CAF in action usually dispels any worries about the process.

For more information see the CAF website www.leics.gov.uk/commonassessmentframework.htm 
Or phone the CAF team on 0116 305 8727

This site includes

· CAF Forms

· Team Around a Family Review notes

· CAF Closure form

· Leaflets for young people/parents

· FAQs and more

