Cabinet
Tuesday, 8 April 2008
DECISION

	Urgent item - Eco Towns - Shortlisting of Pennbury (Stoughton)

	(a)
That the decision of Government to shortlist Pennbury (Stoughton) for further consultation as a potential ‘eco-town’ be noted, together with the potentially serious financial implications for the County Council in carrying out necessary assessments of the proposals;

(b)    
That the offer of financial support from the Government be discussed with officials and the sharing of the costs of carrying out assessments also be discussed with other local authorities affected;

(c)
That the Chief Executive be authorised to take all necessary measures, including those referred to in the report, to enable the County Council to respond effectively to the current and future consultation (in the context of the Proposed Changes to the draft Regional Plan) and a possible planning application and that a report on expenditure involved be submitted to the next meeting of the Cabinet;

(d)
That, in view of the special circumstances involved, it be agreed that the matter be treated as an exception to the County Council’s Contract Procedure Rules to enable contracts to be placed, if necessary, without the need to invite competitive tenders, subject to European directives

REASON FOR DECISION: 

To enable the County Council to respond to the consultation. 


