Butterfly Magic

Watching butterflies in the garden or seeing them on flowers in the countryside gives enjoyment and delight.  However, during the last two hundred years we have lost over half of our fifty nine resident species of butterfly.  Of those remaining many are rare or threatened.

Factors such as loss of habitat and changes in land use have contributed to their decline.  Butterflies are valuable indicators of the impact of environment changes in our countryside and can help us assess the effects of climate change.

Butterflies in Leicestershire

The status and distribution of many butterfly species appears to be changing fairly rapidly in Leicestershire.  For example the Essex Skipper, Brown Argus and White Admiral are expanding their range probably due to climate change.  Common species include the Peacock.

Other butterflies like the Dingy Skipper, Grizzled Skipper and the Wall are declining.  Recent studies have shown that the loss of the Dingy Skipper is greater in Leicestershire and Rutland than the national average.    

Butterflies are an attractive, easily observed species group so why not join in with our butterfly survey and help protect our butterfly population.  Easy to use survey packs are available so everyone can contribute a record and add to our knowledge about butterflies in Leicestershire. 

To find out more information, contact the Holly Hayes Environment and Resources Centre, 216 Birstall Road, Leicestershire LE4 4DG, telephone (0116) 2671950, e-mail wildlife@leics.gov.uk or visit www.leics.gov.uk/celebrating_wildlife.

