

WIDER OPPORTUNITIES

Projects from Leicestershire and Leicester Arts in Education

“Every child in KS2 will, over time, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument.” – national government pledge.

There are 3 principal stages in the Wider Opportunities programme:

1) A taster session for children to hear musical instruments being played live and then to have a single hands-on experience of an instrument. 

2) A series of trial group lessons on a musical instrument involving the learning of some basic musical skills.

3) Long term learning opportunities for any of these children who show a strong musical interest and ability.

Wider Opportunities for learning a musical instrument also includes the opportunity to work with a vocal specialist who could work with a school choir.

SPECIALIST MUSICIAN/TEACHERS IN SCHOOL

Overleaf are the 5 trial projects which Leicestershire and Leicester Arts in Education can offer to help your school deliver Wider Opportunities.

SPECIALIST MUSICIAN/TEACHERS IN SCHOOL

Here are the 5 projects which Leicestershire and Leicester Arts in Education can offer to help your school deliver Wider Opportunities.

1st Project

SOUND START

This will cover all 3 stages and deliver the national curriculum for the whole year.  Only a limited number of these projects is available.

A whole class learns together as an ensemble over a year.  At present Arts in Education has experience of teaching a wind and percussion band to year 5 and string orchestras to year 3 or a mixed class of years 3 & 4.  All instruments are provided (flutes, clarinets, saxophones, trumpets, trombones, small tubas and percussion for the band or violins, violas and ‘celli for the string orchestra).  The project starts with a demonstration and taster sessions, and 3 Arts in Education teachers visit your school for one and a quarter hours each week to plan and work as a team with the school music teacher/co-ordinator.  This superb model has been tried and tested in County and City schools to great acclaim and costs £5685 per year including use of the instruments.

Sound Start special offer 

Arts in Education is keen to encourage schools to own a set of instruments to make continuity much easier to manage.  As a help and incentive Arts in Education will reduce its price for a 2007 – 8 Sound Start project to a school that uses its own set of instruments by £2000.

2nd Project

MUSICIAN(S) IN RESIDENCE

This will cover all 3 Wider Opportunities stages.

One or more Arts in Education specialist instrumental teachers will visit your school for a whole year.  For example viola & ‘cello teachers focused on year 3 or 4, brass teachers focused on year 5 or a guitar teacher for year 4/5.  The time will be used to give an initial instrumental demonstration and hands on trial, followed by 10 lessons for half of your year group, being taught in groups of 4 – 6 children.  These lessons will culminate in a short school performance.  The project then continues with lessons for the other half of the year group. When all of your school year group has had this experience (probably by the middle of the Spring term), ongoing lessons will become available for a maximum of half of those pupils who will have received the initial series of lessons.  For many of these there will be later opportunities for these pupils to join together in an ensemble.  

The following figures ensure that a whole year group has a taster and trial lessons with ongoing lessons for half the year group once these trials are completed.  Over 4 years all KS2 pupils will have had this opportunity.  Wind and brass instruments are best started in year 5; orchestral strings in year 3.  
No. of pupils reached
No. of Arts in Ed. teachers
Total hours in school each week
Cost per year

18 – 24
1 or 2
1
£1260

25 – 36
1 or 2
1.5
£1890

37 – 48
1 or 2
2
£2520

49 – 60
2 or 3
2.5
£3150

61 – 72
2 or 3
3
£3780

Small schools could opt for a project once every 3 or 4 years to ensure that all KS2 pupils have this opportunity over time while reducing the annual cost.  Alternatively a pair of nearby small schools could group together and arrange for each to take turns to host an 11 week project for a single year group and specify one school for ongoing tuition.  Arts in Education would be pleased to hear of other ideas to make Wider Opportunities practical for small schools.

Your school may borrow violas, ‘celli, trombones, euphoniums or French horns, and some oboes and bassoons from Arts in Education for this project.  Schools wishing us to teach flute, clarinet, trumpet, cornet or  guitar must provide these instruments.  We recommend that Arts in Education is consulted about this hire or purchase.  It is important that each of those pupils learning at any one time has an instrument to practise. 

Tabla

Additionally there is limited capacity for schools to have ½ class Tabla tuition with instruments provided. The charge for the smaller schools (year groups of 16 – 30 pupils) would be £885 each; or for the larger school (year groups of 31 – 60 pupils)  would be £1515.

Recorder

Additionally there is limited capacity for schools to have ½ class recorder tuition. The charge for the smaller schools (year groups of 16 – 30 pupils) would be £630 each; or for the larger school (year groups of 31 – 60 pupils)would be £1260. Schools will have to provide their own instruments.

All these projects require adequate space and equipment.  Please discuss this with us.

3rd Project
SCHOOL CHOIR

Vocal specialist in school

The proposal has three phases:

1. Taster workshops 

These would be introductory sessions for large groups or the whole year group, (maximum 100) to engender enthusiasm for vocal work.
2. Trial sessions

A series of 8 one hour lessons to learn vocal technique and improve the quality of singing while preparing for a performance. Performance opportunities would be within the school

If a group of 3 or 4 schools all chose this proposal it could lead to a massed choral performance in the locality. The cost of this would be separately negotiated

3. Training and support for long term learning
Teachers who have pupils involved in the project would receive two half day support meetings at the Arts Centre or in school , either before or after a performance project. They would aim to support the teacher in continuing choral work in their school through repertoire, rehearsing, performance planning and conducting. During the project at least one teacher would be expected to attend all sessions as part of the professional development.

Charges

£900 for the package for one hour a week in school including pianist for the concert and sheet music.

(There will be a reduction if  a pianist is provided by the school for the concert)

£1440 if the package is booked for two hours in school either for two groups in the same school or for two neighbouring schools that can accommodate sessions within an afternoon or morning.

Possible extras dependent on availability

An on-going choral specialist continues to visit school after the package at a cost of £35-£37 per hour (07/08 prices still to be finalised within this range)
There are a limited number of opportunities to join a massed choir at DeMontfort Hall.

4th Project

CONCERT, DEMONSTRATION & HANDS-ON

This will cover stage 1 of the Wider Opportunities programme.

A group of musicians will visit your school as a resource for a whole morning or afternoon session.  They will play to the children and explain how their instruments work.  Some groups will then give all children in your chosen year group (or whole KS2 group if a school of up to 72 pupils in KS2) an opportunity to try at least one instrument.  Others will use the instruments to lead a creative workshop for the children, and in some cases there will be opportunities for both.

Cost for wind, string, brass or percussion group: 

morning - £540 (up to 72 pupils get the chance to try an instrument) afternoon - £360 (up to 36 pupils get the chance to try an instrument)

5th Project

NETWORK

This is for schools not using Arts in Education staff to deliver Wider Opportunities

A termly network meeting for Wider Opportunities teachers who are ‘going it alone’ to share ideas and practice.  This would be led by an advisory teacher.  The charge for the year would be £150.
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