Advice to Y9/Y11 Students

Understanding the question –

· Underline/highlight key words.

· Read the whole question – the bits in italics are vital!

· Read passages and questions very carefully before even thinking about writing.

· Understand the purpose, audience and style.

· Underline key words/phrases in the question to keep that focus in your written response.

· Revise terms such as ‘explore’ and ‘find evidence’.

· Re-word/paraphrase the question.

· Carefully read/re-read the question.  Don’t sit and do nothing if you don’t understand the question.  ASK!

Planning –

· Stop!  Think!  Think again!  Now write!

· Write your key sentence for each paragraph.

· Include references to target audience, purpose, structure and style in your plan.  Use these headings, not the boxes they give you.

· For 5-mark questions, plan your answer using bullet points and P.E.E.

· Use a mind map.

· PAFT.  Purpose, audience, format and tone.

· Order your ideas in planning.

Editing/checking –

· Try to imagine how your text sounds.

· Check that you’ve started your sentences in a variety of ways: noun, verb, adverb.

· Make sure you read your answer.  Does it make sense?

· Read through silently but out loud in your head – mouth the words.

Strategies, e.g. P.E.E. –

· Read the whole text and decide its purpose and its audience.

· Strategies – SEX (statement, evidence, explanation) instead of PEE.

· Use/look at modal verbs.
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