
Watch out for cyclists, or horseriders. 
They could startle your dog or your 
dog could startle them. 

It’s safer if you keep
your dog on a lead by
your side near
horseriders 
or cyclists. 

Always
look out for
signs giving
advice on keeping
your dog on a lead 
at sensitive
times for
wildlife and
farm animals.

Where can I walk with 
my dog in the North 
York Moors?
You should always keep your dog on a lead or to heel on
moorland to protect rare birds and wildlife. If you want to
exercise your dog more freely, please consider choosing a
walk with your dog in the national park away from the
moorland areas.

Look at our website www.moors.uk.net/dogwalking
for some routes in the National Park that you can walk 
with your dog.  

There are also some ‘Dog Welcome’ areas on the Moors
where landowners allow dogs to be exercised off lead.
You need to make sure that you stay inside the
Welcome areas and do not stray onto nearby land
where dogs are not allowed. 

You can find maps of Dog Welcome areas on our website:
www.moors.uk.net/dogwalking

Walking
with Dogs

in the 
North York Moors 

National Park

Don’t give your dog a bad name… 
always deal with your dog’s mess! 

It’s not your dog’s fault, but everyone knows that dog
mess is horrible! It is not just unpleasant but can
cause serious infections in humans such as Hydatid
Disease and Toxocariasis.

Keep your dog regularly wormed.

Take special care to not leave dog mess on paths or 
areas where people walk.

Remember that arable crops and grass are used for
producing food for people or livestock, so always clean
up in farmland too.

Bag your dog mess and always put it in a bin. Never
throw the bag into trees or bushes.

By dealing responsibly with your dog’s mess you help
make sure that your dog is always a welcome visitor 
to the North York Moors.  

For walks you can do with your dog 
in the North York Moors National Park:
www.moors.uk.net/dogwalking

North York Moors National Park Authority
The Old Vicarage
Bondgate
Helmsley
York YO62 5BP

Tel: 01439 770657
Web: www.moors.uk.net
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The countryside is a great
place to take your dog 
for a walk.
Your dog is welcome in the North York Moors National Park. 

The advice in this leaflet will keep your dog safe and
happy and help keep the moors a special place for you
and your dog to visit.  

Be a responsible owner and make sure your dog is
always a welcome visitor to the North York Moors.

Always keep your dog on a short 
lead near farm animals.

Livestock may see your dog as a threat, even if he is not.
Cows may occasionally act aggressively especially if they
have young calves to protect. If cattle are aggressive or
move towards you, keep calm. It’s safer for you and your
dog to let him off the lead – he can get away from the
cattle easier than you can. Don’t risk getting hurt yourself
by trying to protect your dog.

Never let your dog chase 
animals or birds.  

Even the friendliest dogs can suddenly follow their
instincts to chase something.  

Even if the dog does not actually attack and bite – 
the stress of being chased can be disastrous. A loose
dog can frighten pregnant ewes and cause them to
abort their lambs.    

A farmer can legally shoot a dog chasing livestock.  
It’s not worth the risk! Protect your dog by keeping
him on a lead near livestock and other animals.

In most moorland areas dogs must
stay on rights of way. Please keep
them on a lead or to heel at all times.  

Landowners have been given legal powers to exclude
dogs from most of the ‘open access land’ on the
moors to protect ground nesting birds. Dogs are still
allowed on moorland rights of way, but they have to
stay on the path. By keeping your dog on a lead or to
heel at all times, you are helping to protect all
moorland birds and wildlife. 

Forestry Commission woods are a
great place for you and your dog 
to explore. You can let your dog 
off the lead – but always make sure 
that he is under control. 

There are over 55 square miles (144km2) of Forestry
Commission woodland in the National Park where dogs
are welcome. This includes the Forests at Dalby,
Langdale, Cropton, Boltby and Silton. As well as public
rights of way, these Forests have many other good
tracks and paths which you are welcome to explore
with your dog, from a short walk to a day long trek.  

Forestry Commission woods are great to visit at any
time of year, but you can help protect rare moorland
birds by choosing a walk in the forests especially from
March to July when ground nesting birds are
breeding on the moors. 

You can find some ideas for North York Moors forest walk
routes on our website www.moors.uk.net/dogwalking.

For more information on the Forestry Commission’s
Walkies in the Woods campaign, look at their website:
www.forestry.gov.uk/england-dogs

On moorland it’s important to keep your
dog on a short lead (less than 2 metres)
between 1st March and 31st July when
rare birds are nesting on the ground.

The North York Moors is a special place because it is
home to many rare moorland birds such as golden
plover, curlew and merlin. These birds are very
vulnerable because they nest on the ground not in trees.  

Your dog can cause harm to wildlife by running loose –
even if he does not chase or attack animals or birds. 
A loose dog can frighten parent birds from the nest so
that the eggs get cold and the chicks die. A loose dog
can scatter young chicks away from their parents – the
chicks can then die from cold or be killed by predators.  

Always keep your dog on a lead on moorland from
March to July, or choose a walk with your dog in 
another part of the National Park. 
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