
Moira Road Car Park 

Donisthorpe Miners Welfare Car Park

Measham Car Park

Trail continues on the footway under the A42 

Church Street Car Park, Donisthorpe

Welcome to the  
Ashby Woulds Heritage Trail 

-  a 5.7km route for all to enjoy
The Heritage Trail runs from the old station 
at Measham to Spring Cottage to join the 
B5004.  The trail runs along the disused 

Ashby and Nuneaton Joint Railway Line that 
was closed in 1981.  The trail enables you 
to explore Local Nature Reserves, Country 

Parks, Conkers Visitor Centre and the Moira 
Furnace industrial heritage site. 

MOIRA

DONISTHORPE

OAKTHORPE

MEASHAM

Moira Junction Local Nature 
Reserve

A former railway coal stocking yard with 
ponds, naturally regenerated birch  
woodland and heath grassland. 

Donisthorpe Woodland Park 

The woodland park is managed by  
Leicestershire County Council on the site  
of the former Donisthorpe Colliery that 
closed in 1990.  The site has been planted 
with oak/ash woodland, poplars and  
Corsican pine.  Stone surfaced paths take 
you around the site and link with the  
towpath of the restored section of the  
Ashby Canal that leads to the Moira  
Furnace. 

Toilets are provided including disabled and 
baby changing facilities.

Car parking is available off Moira Road and 
on the Donisthorpe Miners Welfare  
ground.

Poplar Avenue

The houses on Poplar Avenue were built 
around 1880 for local workers, but are  
unusual as they are constructed back to 
front, with their back doors facing the  
road.  This may be because a second row 
was to be built, but was never started.

These two sites are the centrepiece of the 
National Forest and are linked by a narrow 
gauge railway.

Conkers Discovery, built on the site of the 
former Rawdon Colliery, has an interactive 
display that tells the story of trees and 
woodlands.  Outdoors on the site there  
are walks around the new woodland and a 
fitness trail for teenagers and adults.

Facilities include specialist shops, a café  
and toilets.  

Conkers Waterside is built on the site of  
the former Bath Yard Colliery and  
overlooks the restored Ashby Canal basin.

Facilities include a children’s adventure  
playground, a restaurant and toilets.

An admission charge applies to this site.

Conkers Discovery and Conkers 
Waterside 

Moira Furnace 

The furnace is one of the best preserved 
blast furnaces in Europe and was opened  
in 1806 to extract iron ore from coal  
deposits being mined locally. There are  
interactive displays, craft workshops and a 
café to visit here.

An admission charge applies to the  
Furnace.

Willesley Wood 

This is a Woodland Trust wood  
incorporating both new woodland planting 
and existing woodland with rare native  
black poplar trees and a lake. 

The site can be accessed by a footpath  
from the Oakthorpe Colliery Picnic Site.

Oakthorpe Colliery Picnic  
Site

Public open space site with picnic tables  
and an area of new native woodland  
planting. 

Saltersford Valley Picnic Area 

A Local Nature Reserve site that provides a 
pleasant area to stop for a picnic, with  
views across open water and woodland.

Measham Millennium Green 

The green stands on the site of former  
railway sidings and contains a formal  
walled Medical Garden containing plants 
with medical uses and named after or  
discovered by doctors.  This is linked to 
an informal picnic area where native trees, 
shrubs and wildflowers have been planted.

A former drift mine now a winter caravan 
site for members of the Showman’s Guild.

Walton Way 

SPRING COTTAGE

Sarah’s Wood 

This woodland was planted in 1995 and 
designed for access for all.  Includes a 
childrens play area for all abilities, toilets, 
disabled toilet and baby changing area. 
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Ashby Canal 

The canal was originally 30 miles long 
starting at Marston on the Coventry Canal 
and ending at Spring Cottage, Moira. 

It was completed in 1804 and was used to  
transport coal from the Ashby Woulds pits 
to Coventry, Oxford and London.

The top eight-mile stretch between 
Snarestone and Moira closed in 1966 due 
to mining subsidence.  Recently, a section 
of the canal has been restored, linking 
Moira Furnace to Bath Yard Basin at  
Conkers Waterside.  There are plans to 
restore the remaining eight-mile stretch in 
the future.

Measham

Today Measham lies within the heart of 
the National Forest, but its history has 
been shaped by coal mining and brick 
making.

One of its most famous residents was 
Joseph Wilkes (1732-1805).  His many 
interests included coalmine development, 
road building, brick manufacture and  
agricultural improvements.  He was also 
an early promoter of the Ashby Canal.  

	 Obey the By-laws

	 No motorbikes or All Terrain Vehicles  
	 to be ridden on the Trail 

	 Guard against the risk of fires 

	 Keep dogs under proper control 

	 Clean up after your dog

	 Keep to designated footpaths across  
	 farmland

	 Fasten all gates

	 Do not leave litter

	 Do not disturb wildlife 

	 Do not pick or dig up wild flowers

Please follow the Country  
Code and observe the  
By-laws 


