Arrangements for Supporting Pupils with Special Educational Needs in Leicestershire
Review of Criteria

Response Form
Introduction
Cabinet approved a review of these criteria on Monday 10th July, 2006. The new draft criteria are available on the website.
 The existing criteria, published in 2002 are also available there.
This document includes:

· a summary of the issues to be addressed in the review

· a summary of the major changes proposed

· a response form for comments and suggestions to be returned.

The consultation period will extend until 16th October 2006. After that, a summary of the responses received, together with recommendations for changes to the draft criteria, will be presented to Cabinet for comment and approval.

Issues to be addressed
The DfES has written to all Local Authorities emphasizing the need to take into account the individual circumstances of children and young people when making decisions about the assessment of and provision for special educational needs. The wording of the criteria has been adjusted to ensure this is absolutely clear.

Over the last three years, resources to support children and young people with special educational needs have been delegated to schools. This enables schools to use resources more flexibly, and to support pupils without recourse to the complex bureaucracy of a statement. The criteria emphasis what schools can do at school action and action plus to reflect this change.
Individual casework has revealed a number of difficulties with the existing criteria. Difficulties have arisen where attainment levels have been used as hard and fast cut off levels. The need for consistency and reliability requires such criteria to be available. However, overall fairness also requires individual circumstances, and therefore the very occasional exception, to be made.
New definitions of areas of special educational need were introduced by the Pupil Level Annual Schools Census in 2004.

Major Changes Proposed

The major changes proposed in the new draft criteria are as follows:

· fuller rationale for the benefits of having criteria

· clarification that the responsibility for deciding how to meet pupil needs rests with schools

· now based on Pupil Level Annual School Census definitions of Special Educational Needs Categories which schools have to use to make returns of pupils numbers

· clearer and sharper definitions, of the provision schools are expected to make at school action and school action plus

· recognition of the changing role of statements

· restate that not all low attainment is due to special educational needs

· emphasis on ensuring criteria are not seen as blanket requirements; the must be flexibly applied, taking account of individual circumstances

· some shifting down, so that some difficulties can be met at School Action rather than School Action Plus

· more equitable treatment of access to support services across different areas of learning difficulty

· emphasis more on whole-school planning, provision mapping and target-setting, rather than Individual Educational Plans for all pupils with special educational needs

· reiteration of National Curriculum statement on inclusion

· references to national strategies for literacy, numeracy and other subjects embedded.

The criteria document is some 117 pages long. The Local Authority anticipates that many readers will wish to comment only sections of the document that are of particular interest to them. At the same time, any further changes to particular sections will need to ensure internal consistency across all sections of the document.

Review of SEN Criteria
Response Sheet
In each section, please tick one box for an overall judgement and add particular comments.

	1. Introduction

	
	How satisfied were you with this section of the document?

	Please tick one box
	Very Satisfied
	Quite Satisfied
	Neither
	Quite Dis-satisfied
	Very Dis-satisfied

	
	(()
	(()
	(()
	(()
	(()

	Please comment:




	2. General Supporting Information

	
	How satisfied were you with this section of the document?

	Please tick one box
	Very Satisfied
	Quite Satisfied
	Neither
	Quite Dis-satisfied
	Very Dis-satisfied

	
	(()
	(()
	(()
	(()
	(()

	Please comment:




	3. Cognition and Learning

	
	How satisfied were you with this section of the document?

	Please tick one box
	Very Satisfied
	Quite Satisfied
	Neither
	Quite Dis-satisfied
	Very Dis-satisfied

	
	(()
	(()
	(()
	(()
	(()

	Please comment:




	4. Communication and Interaction

	
	How satisfied were you with this section of the document?

	Please tick one box
	Very Satisfied
	Quite Satisfied
	Neither
	Quite Dis-satisfied
	Very Dis-satisfied

	
	(()
	(()
	(()
	(()
	(()

	Please comment:




	5. Behaviour, Emotional and Social Development Needs

	
	How satisfied were you with this section of the document?

	Please tick one box
	Very Satisfied
	Quite Satisfied
	Neither
	Quite Dis-satisfied
	Very Dis-satisfied

	
	(()
	(()
	(()
	(()
	(()

	Please comment:




	6. Sensory Difficulties

	
	How satisfied were you with this section of the document?

	Please tick one box
	Very Satisfied
	Quite Satisfied
	Neither
	Quite Dis-satisfied
	Very Dis-satisfied

	
	(()
	(()
	(()
	(()
	(()

	Please comment:




	Overall Document

	
	How satisfied were you with this section of the document?

	Please tick one box
	Very Satisfied
	Quite Satisfied
	Neither
	Quite Dis-satisfied
	Very Dis-satisfied

	
	(()
	(()
	(()
	(()
	(()

	Please comment:




	Further Comments and Suggestions:




	Name and contact details (optional)




Please return your comments to:

Bryn Mason, Children and Young People’s Service, County Hall, Glenfield, Leicester, LE3 8RF

Tel: 0116 265 6767
Fax: 0116 265 6332
email: bmason@leics.gov.uk
� � HYPERLINK "http://www.leics.gov.uk" ��www.leics.gov.uk�
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