Making an “angle eater”.

These are useful tools for exploring angle. Children can use them to measure whether angles are right angles, acute or obtuse angles. 

Angle eaters are very simple to make and children do enjoy making as well as using them.

Making an angle eater

1.
Fold a circle of paper in half carefully.

2.
Next, fold in half again to make a cross (see below).

3.
Cut out one of the quarters and discard.

4. 
Decorate the angle eater on both sides (as a fish, monster etc).


Using an angle eater.

Children should use the circle of paper with the missing quarter as the angle eater. Angles that fit exactly into the gap are right angles. Angles, which are larger than ‘mouth’, are obtuse angles and angles smaller than the ‘mouth’ are acute angles.

The children can explore angles on 2-D and 3-D shapes with their angle eaters as well as finding and classifying everyday objects according to the number of right angles they have.

Year 2 Shape and Space pages 87,89

Know that a right angle is a measure of a quarter turn and recognise right angles in squares and rectangles.

Year 3 Shape and Space pages 89

Identify right angles in 2-D shapes and the environment.

Compare angles with a right angle.

Year 4 Shape and Space pages 102, 110

Classify polygons using criteria such as number of right angles.

Begin to know that angles are measured in degrees.

Year 5 Shape and Space pages 111

Identify, estimate and order acute and obtuse angle.

