Ancient trees

Ancient trees are key features of the British landscape, and are important for wildlife.  In Leicestershire and Rutland they are prioritised as a target wildlife habitat in our Biodiversity Action Plan.  They can be used to help us interpret the history of our landscape through their ageing.

The hunt for ancient trees in Leicestershire and Rutland by local enthusiasts has already resulted in the discovery of nearly 1000 of these vital habitats for wildlife. Ancient trees are needed as they house many species of birds, bats and insects. It is thought that there are many more ancient trees in the two counties still to be discovered. Many of these features of the landscape are hundreds of years old and you can help to gather more information on their distribution in the countryside. The leaflet provides information on how to approximately age trees that are being recorded and has a step by step guide to gather all the data needed by conservationists, who are working to safeguard the area’s natural heritage.  The ancient tree survey aims to record details of individual trees as part of an inventory of ancient or mature trees in an area, such as a parish or a nature reserve.  

Conservationists are encouraging people from across Leicestershire and Rutland to send in details on the ancient trees of our countryside.

To find out more information, contact the Holly Hayes Environment and Resources Centre, 216 Birstall Road, Leicestershire LE4 4DG, telephone (0116) 2671950, e-mail wildlife@leics.gov.uk or visit www.leics.gov.uk/celebrating_wildlife.






