TO: PARENTS/CARERS & MEMBERS OF THE LSMS AREA MUSIC CENTRES:
Birstall Centre

Guthlaxton Centre

Hinckley Centre
Loughborough Centre
Lutterworth Centre

Samworth Centre

16 January 2012
Leicester-Shire Schools Music Service
Spring Gala Concert

Wednesday 21st March 2012, De Montfort Hall, Leicester – 7.00pm
Dear Parent / Carer,

As indicated on the list of term and concert dates sent to you in October 2011, all LSMS Area Music Centres are invited to take part in a combined performance in the Spring Gala Concert at the De Montfort Hall on Wednesday 21st March 2012 at 7.00pm.  
For many, the concert will be the first time that all the Area Music Centres have come together for a joint ‘Area Group’ performance and it will be a fantastic opportunity for your child to take part in and perform at a prestigious concert venue. 

The Area Centres will be split into String and Wind groups for this performance and it will be necessary for members to attend two massed rehearsals in addition to their weekly area centre rehearsals.  There will also be a rehearsal during the performance day at the De Montfort Hall.  We would like as many young people as possible to have this opportunity and whilst we understand that there are two extra rehearsal commitments, this is necessary to ensure that the experience is a positive one for everyone.  Therefore, we would ask you to consider the rehearsal commitment detailed below carefully, and discuss this with your child, before completing the attached reply form.   Please indicate on the reply form any rehearsal dates that your child is unable to attend and the reason, but please note that there are limited places available and your child may not be eligible to perform.  Your child’s Area Centre Co-ordinator or a member of the centre staff will contact you to discuss this.
REHEARSAL COMMITMENT

· Regular attendance at your weekly area centre throughout the Spring Term.
· Saturday 3rd March at Samworth Academy, Trenant Road, Leicester, LE2 6UA 10.00am – 12.40pm
· Saturday 17th March at Samworth Academy, Trenant Road, Leicester LE2 6UA 10.00am – 12.40pm
LSMS have a transport network running on a Saturday morning which Area Centre members may be able to use subject to availability, on the above two dates at no charge. Please see the bus routes attached and indicate on the reply form if you would like to use the transport, and which route.  We will contact you in due course about this.
IN ADDITION…….PERFORMANCE DAY!
· Wednesday 21st March at the De Montfort Hall, Leicester

· 3.00pm – 4.30pm 
ALL AREA WIND BAND MEMBERS 
· 4.00pm – 5.30pm
ALL AREA STRINGS GROUP MEMBERS 
                                                                                                      CONTINUED OVER …………………………
N.B IN ORDER FOR CHILDREN TO ARRIVE AT THE DE MONTFORT HALL AT THEIR ALLOCATED REHEARSAL TIME ON 21ST MARCH, PARENTS ARE ASKED TO SEEK PERMISSION FROM THEIR CHILD’S HEADTEACHER TO BE RELEASED FROM SCHOOL EARLY ON THIS DAY.  THIS WILL NOT BE APPLICABLE TO ALL BUT PLEASE CHECK WITH YOUR SCHOOL FIRST.

Concert Dress for this occasion is black and white, i.e black trousers and white shirt with black shoes and socks for boys and black skirt with black tights or black trousers, black shoes and socks with white blouse for girls.
TICKETS
Tickets for the performance will be on sale from the De Montfort Hall box office from Monday 20th February 2012 Tel. 0116 2333111 (also available on the DMH website).  Demand for tickets is likely to be high and parents are strongly advised to book early to avoid disappointment. Ticket Prices:  £10.00, £8.00, £5.00, Concessions £9.00, £7.00 & £4.00.
LSMS would value your support for such an important performance that showcases the excellence young people achieve through their music in these groups.  We hope that you will feel able to give permission for your child to participate in this exciting opportunity.
Further details will be sent to you nearer the performance date but please do not hesitate to contact either myself, a member of staff at your area centre, or Helen Fisher, Head of Ensembles and Performance if you have any queries.

Yours sincerely 

Melanie Cahill 

Senior Administrator

LEICESTER-SHIRE SCHOOLS MUSIC SERVICE
SPRING GALA CONCERT

WEDNESDAY 21ST MARCH 2012
 DE MONTFORT HALL, LEICESTER 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
TO BE COMPLETED BY THE PARENT/CARER OF THE NAMED CHILD
PLEASE PRINT

NAME OF STUDENT ………………………………………………………………
INSTRUMENT ……………………………………………………..
AREA MUSIC CENTRE ATTENDING*: 
Birstall Centre 
Guthlaxton Centre 

 

Hinckley Centre
Loughborough Centre
Lutterworth Centre
Samworth Centre

*please circle the centre your child attends
MY CHILD IS AVAILABLE* / IS NOT AVAILABLE* TO TAKE PART IN THE CONCERT

*please delete as appropriate

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

REHEARSAL COMMITMENT  



*PLEASE DELETE AS APPROPRIATE
My Child will be attending regular weekly rehearsals at the …………………Area Music Centre.  YES/NO*

If NO, please indicate here any dates that your child will be absent on their regular weekly sessions and the reason:

My Child will be attending the rehearsal on: Saturday 3rd March at Samworth Academy         YES/NO*
My Child will be attending the rehearsal on: Saturday 17th March at Samworth Academy       YES/NO*
If NO, please indicate here the reason why your child cannot attend:

eg MY CHILD ATTENDS ANOTHER SATURDAY MORNING ENSEMBLE
YES/NO*

OTHER REASON: …………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

We would like our child to use the Saturday Transport (subject to availability) 

BUS ROUTE NUMBER ……………..(See bus route details attached)
SIGNATURE OF PARENT/CARER …………………………………DATE ………………………….
NAME OF PARENT/CARER (PLEASE PRINT) ……………………………………………………..
CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER OF PARENT/CARER ………………………………………….

PLEASE RETURN TO MELANIE CAHILL, SENIOR ADMINISTRATOR,  LSMS, KNIGHTON FIELDS CENTRE, HERRICK ROAD, LEICESTER, LE2 6DH NO LATER THAN FRIDAY 3RD FEBRUARY 2012
