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Parent and Carer Involvement strategy
Introduction

The purpose of the report is to update the Children and Young People’s Executive on the progress made in developing a strategy for the active involvement of parents and carers. 
Decisions needed by the Executive 
1. To note the report and the work being undertaken 
2. To agree the strategy and action plan 

Background

In June 2009 the Children and Young People’s executive agreed to support a simple assessment tool for parent and carer involvement and that work continue to develop a parent and carer involvement strategy for the partnership. 
Development of the draft strategy has been supported by:

· A parent and carer consultation exercise which included families with disabled children and young parents.
· A number of professional consultation events involving approx 50 practitioners from across the Children’s partnership. 
The professional events recognised the need to develop a shared vision and understanding of parent and carer involvement and the idea to have a simple assessment tool and website were welcomed. 

In addition to this in April 2009 a new legal “duty to involve
” came into force.  This duty: 
· Requires the partnership  to “embed a culture of engagement and empowerment. This means that authorities consider, as a matter of course, the possibilities for provision of information to, consultation with and involvement of representative local persons across all authority functions”
· Highlights the need to demonstrate how stakeholders and service users are consulted, informed and involved. 

Financial Implications 

The Medium Term Financial Strategy has identified a saving in 2011/12 of £40,000 from Active Involvement work. Consequently, a review of active involvement is currently taking place, led by Peter Chester and Lesley Hagger.

People implications 

Managers will need to have a shared understanding of parent and carer involvement and recognise both the legal duty and the importance of whole family involvement. 

Equalities issues/implications

The strategy will have an equalities impact assessment produced and that this be monitored by the Strategic Active Involvement Group.  
Safeguarding issues/implications 

Policies need to be in place to ensure that involvement opportunities are safe for children, young people and their parent and carers.  The regional involvement strategy leads are currently developing a safeguarding policy specifically relating to active involvement.
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� Local Government and Public involvement in Health Act 2007





