CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S SERVICE EXECUTIVE
26th NOVEMBER 2010
OVERVIEW OF OUTCOMES IN KEY STAGE TESTS AND EXAMINATIONS 2010
Background
1.
There are graphs for each Key Stage attached as Appendix 1.  Each of these graphs highlights the trendline of Leicestershire results along with that of national and statistical neighbour averages.
2.
Statistical neighbours are the group of authorities identified by Ofsted as most comparable socio-economically with Leicestershire.  It is therefore frequently more relevant to compare Leicestershire performance with this group of Local Authorities rather than to national outcomes which inevitably include pupils in very different circumstances to our own.  The statistical neighbours are:

Central Bedfordshire, Essex, Hampshire, Kent, North Somerset, South Gloucestershire, Staffordshire, Warwickshire, West Sussex and Worcestershire

3.
It should be noted that some of these results remain provisional until they are formally confirmed by the DfE.   Whilst there is not usually any significant change in results, there is a chance that final percentages may change slightly.
Conclusions
4.
Foundation Stage Profile (age 5) – outcomes are outstanding
· The percentage achieving a good developmental level has increased by 2.6% (103 children).
· The percentage of pupils achieving at least 78 points has risen by 2.3 % to 80.3%.

· For the 1309 children who fall into the bottom 20% of children in Leicestershire, the gap this year between the median Early Years Foundation Stage profile score and the average score of the bottom 20% has reduced by 1.
· The 20th percentile score for Leicestershire is now 78 (expected attainment at the end of the Early Years Foundation Stage).


Key Stage 1 (age 7) – outcomes are good
· Leicestershire continues to perform above national averages in reading, writing and mathematics at all levels of assessment;
        Standards are down slightly in writing and maths, and up slightly in reading, and have remained broadly consistent for the last 3 years;
        Leicestershire is ranked between 4th and 7th (of 11) for performance at all levels in reading, writing and maths against statistical neighbours.
Key Stage 2 (age 11) - outcomes are good

· Leicestershire continues to perform better than national averages in English, Maths and Science at all levels of assessment. Performance has improved slightly overall at L4+ and significantly at L5+
        Leicestershire is ranked between 1st and 3rd (of 11) for performance at all levels in English and maths when compared with statistical neighbours; a significant improvement from 2009.  Leicestershire is ranked 1st for Maths at L4+, Maths at L5+, and average point score (APS) overall.

        Outcomes have improved in targeted areas, particularly the proportion of pupils achieving L4+ in both English and Maths, which has risen by 2%, and is at its highest ever level. Performance has improved in schools that have received targeted support from the LA.
NB 16% of schools do not have test results in 2010 as a result of the boycott. The improvements outlined above are based on the schools that have tests data. However, the overall picture of improvement remains very similar if the Teacher Assessments are included for the schools which did not do tests.
Key Stage 3 (age 14) - outcomes are outstanding
· Results are based on teacher assessments, following the abolition of end of Key Stage 3 tests in 2008. 
· The percentage of students achieving Level 5+ has improved in all three core subjects - English, Maths and Science - from 2009.

· Leicestershire is ranked first amongst statistical neighbours for all Key Stage 3 outcomes and nationally is ranked first for maths, second for science and fifth for English.  There are 151 Local Authorities nationally 

Key Stage 4 (age 16) - outcomes are good
· 5+ A*-C GCSE or equivalent grades (including English and Maths) is now the key measure against which schools and local authorities are judged. This measure has increased by almost 3% and is above the national figure. 
· 5+ A*-C GCSE or equivalent grades has increased by a further 5.7%, equivalent to 430 more young people, and since 2006 has improved by over 16% points.  This means 1200 more young people gaining this key measure.

· 5 A*-G GCSE has improved well and is a strong indicator of the inclusive nature of Leicestershire Schools.
Post 16 - outcomes are satisfactory

· The average points score (aps) per pupil has dropped slightly

· The aps per pupil has dropped nationally also

· The aps per examination entry has increased

· Both figures are below the national average

5.
Recommendation
The Committee is recommended to note the report and comment on the results achieved. 

6.
Appendix 1 - graphs showing attainment over time
Tony Mulhearn
Assistant Director Universal Services.
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